Disaster drill sharpens skills for Hornell emergency responders
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The Hornell fire and police departments, St. James Mercy Hospital, several volunteer firefighters from the region, the Steuben County Sheriff’s Office and 911 Center and a large group of BOCES students from the Wildwood Campus turned the front of the Hornell public safety building into a mock disaster zone — responders treated victims of a train-bus accident with chemical exposure. 
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Hornell, N.Y. — 

Emergency responders in Hornell participated in a statewide disaster exercise drill Thursday.

The Hornell fire and police departments, St. James Mercy Hospital, several volunteer firefighters from the region, the Steuben County Sheriff’s Office and 911 Center and a large group of BOCES students from the Wildwood Campus turned the front of the public safety building into a mock disaster zone — responders treated victims of a train-bus accident with chemical exposure.

Simulating a mass-causality incident with the use of chemicals, emergency responders treated the entire exercise as is if it were a real life scenario — engaging in joint communications, patient analysis and triage and fast pace decision-making to evacuate and place patients at other facilities.

“This is invaluable training,” said fire Chief Dan Smith.

Smith was an observer during the drill. Capt. Brian Tingley was assigned incident commander and headed operations.

St. James Mercy Hospital dubbed the exercise “FLurricane 2011,” in collaboration with emergency responders and hospitals in Steuben, Schuyler and Chemung counties.

St. James had a four-day training exercise that simulated an area-wide disaster caused by heavy rains, winds and flooding from a hurricane.

“This drill is intended to test our triage plan during a mass-casualty incident,” said Peg Gelser-Webb of the safety office at St. James. "We regularly test our emergency plans, and this particular drill will assess our preparedness for event similar to weather disasters we've seen in other parts of the country."

“Statewide, 18 hospitals and 100 long-term care facilities are participating in FLurricane 2011,” said a release from the hospital. “In total between 2,000 and 4,000 individuals are expected to take part in the full-scale exercise.”

