
 
 

 

Using EndNote, RefWorks or Reference Manager to Download PMC ID 

Numbers from PubMed 

 

 

PMC ID Numbers 

 

The NIH Public Access policy requires that copies of peer reviewed papers based on NIH funded 

research and accepted for publication on or after April 7, 2008 be deposited in PubMed Central, the 

National Library of Medicine’s full text repository.  In order to demonstrate compliance with the 

policy, NIH requires investigators to include the PubMed Central identification (PMC ID) number 

when citing papers in NIH applications or reports if the papers were authored or co-authored by the 

investigator, arose from his/her award, and fall under the policy.  The PMC ID number is a unique 

number assigned to each paper deposited in PubMed Central.  It is included in the PubMed record 

for the paper and is usually assigned around the time the paper is published.  It can be automatically 

downloaded from the PubMed database using EndNote, RefWorks or Reference Manager.  EndNote, 

RefWorks and Reference Manager do not currently download the PMC ID number from Ovid 

Medline. 

 

Important Note:  A PMC ID number is not assigned unless the paper is submitted to PubMed 

Central.  For more information on submitting papers, see Miner Library’s NIH Public Access Policy 

web site:  

http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/hslt/miner/research_and_publishing/NIHPublicAccessPolicyMinerL

ibrary.cfm. 

 

 

Downloading PMC ID Numbers with EndNote 

 

 In order to capture the PMC ID number users must download three files, copy them to the correct 

place within EndNote, and re-title the second "custom" field in EndNote to PMC Number.  

(Renaming the custom field in EndNote is not necessary if you are using EndNote versions X1 or X2.) 

A new NIH output style that incorporates the PMC ID number is included in the files.  Go to the 

following EndNote web site to read full instructions and download the files:   

http://www.endnote.com/support/faqs/import/faq15.asp. 

 



Downloading PMC ID Numbers with RefWorks 

 

RefWorks added a PMC ID field to every reference type and modified the import filter for NLM 

PubMed so that it automatically downloads the PMC ID number as part of the PubMed record and 

places it in the respective RefWorks field.  The NIH – National Institute for Health output style 

displays the PMC ID number.  Additionally any RefWorks output style can be modified to include the 

PMC ID number in the bibliography.  Go to “How the Output Style Editor Works” in RefWorks Help 

(https://www.refworks.com/Refworks/help/508help/Refworks.htm) for information on modifying 

an existing output style. 

 

 

Downloading PMC ID Numbers with Reference Manager 

 

Reference Manager Version 12 automatically downloads PMC ID numbers from PubMed.  For earlier 

versions of Reference Manager, users must download and install a revised PubMed import filter 

(Pubmed PMC.cap) and NIH Grant Style file.  The files and detailed instructions are available at the 

following web site:  http://www.refman.com/support/faqs/Import/faq8.asp.  The new files will 

place the PMC ID number in User Defined 5 field for Journal Articles. 

 

 

Additional Help 

 

• For additional help with EndNote or RefWorks contact Pamela White at Miner Library 

(Pamela_White@urmc.rochester.edu or 276-3475) 

 

• For additional help with Reference Manager contact Christine DeGolyer at Miner Library 

(Christine_DeGolyer@urmc.rochester.edu or 273-4408) 

 

 


