Hello,
There are no exceptions as to when or where a natural or man-made disaster event can occur.  In a disaster event that involves pediatric casualties, even in relatively small numbers, community hospitals that do NOT have an abundance of pediatric beds, and have few clinicians that have pediatric expertise may have to call upon other hospitals and/or private sources for specific requests (e.g., baby formula, diapers, pediatric medications). Nearby or affiliated Immediate Care Centers, Family and Pediatric Practices and other related entities may be an immediate resource to augment services/ supplies to help mitigate the disaster.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our [or NAME] hospital is currently participating in a Western New York “Pediatric Disaster Preparedness Initiative” to improve our readiness to manage such an event. This letter is being sent to  broach your facility’s willingness to discuss participation in an informal and voluntary plan to “assist” our hospital with pediatric resources as available in the event of a local disaster.  It is not intended to commit your facility into assisting, but rather, if at all possible, to help our hospital manage a dire situation involving pediatric patients that arrive and tax our resources beyond our ability to meet needs, and until transfer to a higher level of care is possible.  
Once you have read this letter, please let us know whether or not you would like to participate in this effort.  If you would like more information we can be reached by phone at_________________ or respond to us via email at ______________________________.  
Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  We look forward to your response.
