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A Decade of Decline

Rochestarians proudly — and rightly — celebrate the many reasons to live in our
community. We are among the smartest, most innovative, most giving cities in the
United States. We are among the best in housing affordability, easy commutes, and
overall livability. In 2010, Forbes magazine rated Rochester the third-best metropolitan
region in the country for raising a family based on cost of living, prevalence of
homeownership, median household income, crime rate, and high school

graduation rates.

Unfortunately, these national rankings don’t show the whole picture. The statistics
highlighted in this document, the 2011 Community Status Report on Children andYouth
in Monroe County, provide insight into the other side of the story — a story that is all too
painful for thousands of children and parents in our community.

The Other Side of the Story

There's no doubt that many of us enjoy the affordable housing prices, social and cultural

offerings, educational opportunities, and growing technology industry in our community.
But these benefits belie the preventable problems that many children and families living

in Greater Rochester face, especially in light of a weak national economy.

To be sure, there are some important bright spots:
e More 4-year-olds are participating in Pre-Kindergarten programs than ever before.

e The number of children with elevated levels of lead in their blood dropped 80%
between 2000 and 2008.

e More than 96% of our children now have health insurance.

But a further look at the numbers shows a chilling reality: children and families across
Monroe County are struggling with preventable problems. And in many areas, instead
of getting better, things have stagnated or actually gotten worse over the past decade.
Some of the most troubling statistics:

e 22.2% of Monroe County’s children live in poverty.
e Reports of child abuse and neglect have increased by 47% since 2003.

¢ Monroe County’s infant mortality rate is behind that of most industrialized nations and
the U.S. national rate.

e The percentage of 3rd graders in Monroe County’s public schools meeting or
exceeding grade-level expectations in math is only 56.2%, and only 53.7% are meeting
or exceeding expectations in English Language Arts.



Our Children Need Us Now More Than Ever

As a whole, our community’s statistics show a decade of decline in the health, safety,
and well-being of the most vulnerable children and families in Monroe County.

Any community would want better results than these. Children, lacking any political
and economic power themselves, require much more from all of us if we are to change
the statistics on their current situations and expected life outcomes. They require

more from the field of services, programs and organizations they encounter, from

our community’s leadership, from our community as a whole, and from us here at

The Children’s Agenda.

That “more” means changing policies and programs to consistently and fully support
and fund those evidence-based programs proven to work on their behalf. And it means
much more than just a few of the ‘right’ programs: what we need is transformative
change. ForThe Children’s Agenda, doing more means first establishing wider and
deeper ownership of these problems and solutions: working with leaders from
government, business, faith communities, schools, non-profit agencies, and health care
to convene discussions that lead to change.

Rochester has a history of creating social change. From Susan B. Anthony’s crusade

for women's rights to recent community successes reducing childhood lead poisoning,
improving child immunizations, and delivering landmark services to children in foster
care. When we have joined together for policy change and smart allocations of scarce
resources, we have made our community a safer, healthier, better place. We can apply
these lessons from where we have succeeded to the areas where we are falling behind,
and it's in that spirit that we offer this report.
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Children without health insurance (2000 vs 2010) .
Proportion of all children under 6 with elevated lead levels in their blood (2000 vs 2008) .
Children who are overweight or obese 29% 39% 32.9% 31.7%
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Children suspected of being victims of physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect 33.8
(Rate per 1000, 2003 vs 2011 projected)

Hospitalizations of 10-19 year olds as a result of assault (three-year average per 100,000)

Children living in poverty 15.5% 22.2% 21%

Children who don’t regularly get 3 meals a day NA 20.2% NA 22.4% 23.2%

Children receiving free/reduced lunch in public schools, K-6 5 44.8% 85% 51.7% NA
Emergency placements in Monroe County-funded shelters for families who are homeless

(Figures do not represent the total homeless population, 2000 vs 2010)

Median income of families (in 2009 inflation-adjusted dollars) $71,984 $65,011 $36,173 $67,040 $62,363

Unemployment: Rate of 16 years and older who are in labor force but not employed 4 8% NA 8.6% 9.6%
(1999 vs 2010)

Single-parent-headed households 33% 372.7% 68% 35% 34%

Please note: Some data that have begun to emerge in 2011 show encouraging signs of improvement
in some areas; for example, crime appears to have decreased. When year-end data are available,
The Children’s Agenda will add it to this analysis.

Sources include: ACT Rochester; Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Feeding America, Kids Count, Kids
Well-being Indicator Clearinghouse (KWIC), Monroe County Department of Health, New York State Education
Department, Rochester City School District, U.S. Census Bureau.
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Children attending child care with public-funded subsidy (2003 vs 2010) NA 3.5% 17%

Children participating in Pre-Kindergarten (2000 vs 2010) 85% 65% 25.4%

3rd graders meeting or exceeding grade-level expectations in English Language Arts 53.7% 23% 55% 68%

3rd graders meeting or exceeding grade-level expectations in math 56.2% 28% 59% 62%
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Early Childhood Education

Too many children are starting school ill-prepared to learn,
with behavioral problems already in place, putting them at
risk for failures down the road.

Vulnerable children can get on the right track for school
and life by spending the first five years of life in high-
quality early care and education (HQECE). In addition

to ensuring children a safe place to go while their
parents work, HQECE readies them for school by laying
a foundation of early literacy and social and emotional
well-being. Thirty years of research have shown that

the likelihood of high-school graduation and college
attendance increases, while teen pregnancy, convictions,
and welfare use decrease for participants.
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The Next Decade

Long-Term Strategies for a Better 2021

What will 2021 look like? Will we have had another decade of decline or a decade of
progress for kids? Will these statistics look the same? The answer lies in the policy
choices we make now and our allocation of scarce resources. Many problems that
children and youth face today are preventable — their futures are based in our choices,
not an insurmountable or random fate.

To effect a "game-changer" for Monroe County's children and youth, we must collaborate
even more across individual areas of responsibility and programs and we must use

data to drive decision-making. The Strive Initiative, a national approach to improve
educational outcomes of children that is being spearheaded locally by Monroe
Community College, is a recent example of an effort with the potential to do this -
incorporating the aspects of systemic, integrated, and transformative change that

our children need from us. Organizations like The Community Place are already
researching data and starting conversations around how to use data to improve

service delivery.

Similarly, The Children’s Agenda will work with these partners and others to convene
key community leaders this fall and winter to think together about what innovative,
transformational ideas could be implemented here to dramatically improve our
children's lives over the next 10 years. We have a list of ideas from which to start, but
our community cannot succeed if they end up asThe Children Agenda’s ideas alone.
The Greater Rochester area truly needs a community-generated action plan for our
children, one that is owned and actualized by the key decision-makers in our community.
A process similar to the Finger Lakes Health System Agency’s convening of the Sage
Commission, which developed a strategic vision and long-range plan through 2020 to
address the health and health-related services necessary for the aging population and
their caregivers, is exactly what's needed on behalf of the children in our community.
Following is a list of ideas with which to start the conversation.

12

Transforming the Next Decade

¢ Children’s Impact Statement: Require public statements assessing the impact
of budget changes on measures of children’s health, education, and success in
each County, City, and School District annual budget (similar to environmental
impact statements).

e Youth Master Plan: Create a plan across all sectors and programs to identify
gaps and share information that better leverages already-invested resources to
improve kids’ outcomes, pre-natal to age 21.

e State of the Children Report Card and Address: Conduct an annual
inter-governmental check-up and public address by the City, County, and
School District, using the same measuring stick, and highlighting progress,
challenges, and action steps.

* Evidence-Based Contract Review: Require that agencies who contract with
local government and RCSD to provide services on behalf of children, youth, and
families supply evidence to a team of reviewers, including independent outside
entities, on their effectiveness in outcomes for those served.

¢ Restructuring Financing of Children’s Services: Most proven, preventive services
for kids save far more taxpayer money in the long run than they cost upfront, but
the upfront investment cost still remains the biggest barrier. Explore innovative
financing mechanisms such as social impact bonds or dedicating a new “penny for
children” sales tax, rebating the money to taxpayers once the savings are achieved.

The Children’s Agenda is committed to furthering this conversation and we're here
to help support collaborative community efforts. We want to hear from you about what
ideas you can bring to the table.
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Doing Things Differently, Together

One thing is clear: the statistics are staggering, showing
the situation for our children declining in many areas.
Coping Power, after-school programs, quality early
childhood education, and the Nurse-Family Partnership
can help stem the decline, but they alone are not enough
to turn Monroe County into a safe, healthy place for

all children. A few proven programs are a start — but
they are not enough.

NFP, for example, can dramatically reduce abuse and
neglect, but it is designed to serve only low-income,
first-time mothers. What can our community do to reach
other vulnerable populations? We need to do things
differently if we want different results. A broader, more
intensive, more proactive community approach is critical
for our community’s future and our children’s well-being.
The Rochester community, when committed, has moved
mountains. Our kids need us to do that now.
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