
PROFESSOR (rev. July 2014) 
 

This title is reserved for faculty members who have attained eminence in their chosen field.  There 
must be demonstrable continued and sustained excellence in the components applicable to their activities, 
consistent with those for appointment to Associate Professor, but with: broader scope, greater originality or 
innovation, or greater impact on the field; funding, publication record, or contributions to URMC academic 
missions consistent with a greater level of distinction and preeminence; service and leadership at higher 
levels of administrative organization/leadership in the Department, Medical Center, University, or discipline; 
and with greater national and, as applicable, international recognition. Promotion to Professor may occur at 
any time after the criteria are met.  Review for promotion to Professor requires consideration by an ad hoc 
committee. 

 
Initial appointment or promotion to Professor typically is for five years, but may be with a term of any 

duration of two to five years, or with tenure.  Reappointments as Professor (for those who do not have 
unlimited tenure) most often are for five years but may be for one-to-five years, and there shall be no limit on 
the number of reappointments.  Reappointments require the approval of Steering Committee, but do not 
require internal ad hoc committee review. 
 

If a Professor is not recommended for reappointment or promotion, the Dean shall be apprised of 
the basis for this action, and the chair will notify the faculty member in writing at least one year in advance 
of the expiration of the appointment if the appointment is for four or five years; if the appointment is for less 
than four years, the notification period should be three months for every year in the current appointment 
period. If such notification is given less than one year (or the prescribed number of months) before the 
expiration of the appointment, then the appointment will expire at the end of the required number of months 
from the date notification is given. 
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