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TAKING A LOOK BACK AT 2008-- LOOKINGFORWARDINTO 2009

Dear Colleagues,

This is the first issue of what will hopefully be an annual newsletter that will be
sent to current and former faculty and post docs in the Department of Biostatistics
and Computational Biology at the University of Rochester, and graduates of the
M.A. and Ph.D. programs in Statistics and M.S. Program in Medical Statistics. The
newsletter will also be available on our websitesww.urmc.edu/smd/biostat . In re-
turn we ask that you acknowledge receipt, keep us #p-date on your contact infor-
mation, and let us know of any personal or professional developments in your own
life and career that may be of interest to colleagues. We want to keep in touch.

As many of you will know, our
Chair, Andrei Yakovlev, M.D. Ph.D.,
omputationalBiology passed away suddenly in February 2008.

In his six short years at the University, An-
drei had led a major expansion of the De-
partment, tripling its size and greatly in-

W ... creasing its scope, while at the same time

s

: Ln : o] e S - N vigorously pursuing research programs in
il u s .!MI a variety of areas. | have been appointed
i e ey e e Interim Chair while the University con-
[ “ ¥ !' ducts the search for his permanent succes
) g e e sor. We enter this new phase of our his-
. H Iﬂl. tory deeply appreciative of his contribu-
W/ | 0 Y tion and inspired by his leadership. Plans
= Ei ll. are underway to hold a scientific confer-
A |l | (R ence in Rochester on June 8 and 9 to cele-
brat e An ddneore@etailswcanrb&
E i . l ! found elsewhere in this newsletter.

' I l David Oakes, Ph.D.

Interim Chair



http://www.urmc.edu/biostat

PAGE 2 2008
Doctorate Degrees Awarded in 2008
Yan Ma Linlin Chen Alexander Pearson
June 23, 2008 August 13, 2008 October 1, 2008
] (awarded October 2008 (awarded October 2008 (to be awarded March 2009
Hulin  Wu was

elected a Fellow of
the American Sta-
tistical Association.
This is an honorary
designation, given
to members in rec-
ognition of high
achievement. Hulin
was honored at the
Joint  Statistical
Meetings this sum-
mer in Denver. The
number of Fellows
is limited to roughly
3 per 1000 members
of the Association,
1/3 of 1%. Other
ASA Fellows here
are Jack Hall, Sam
Rao, David Oakes,
f and Andrei
Yakovlev. In ad-
dition, Jack Hall,
Govind  Mudhol-
kar, David Oakes,
and Andrei Yakov-
lev are Fellows of
the sister organiza-
tion, Institute of
Mathematical Sta-
tistics (IMS).
Alumni who have
been so honored, by
ASA, IMS or both
include Sid Dalal,

Diane Lambert,
Moshe Shaked,
Mark  Espeland,

Amita Manatunga,
and Deb Sinha

Advisor: Xin M. Tu

Thesis Title:

Inference for Instru-
ment Reliability and
Rater Agreement
within a Multi -rater
and Longitudinal
Data Setting

Current position: In-
structor of Biostatis-
tics in the Division of
Biostatistics and Epi-
demiology in the De-
partment of Public

Health at Welll
Medical College of
Cornell  University

and Instructor of Bio-
statistics in the Re-
search Division at the
Hospital for Special
Surgery.

Yan (1) with advisor Xin Twho  is
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Advisor: Andrei
Yakovlev/Anthony
Almudevar

Thesis Title:
The Correlation Struc-
ture of Microarray
Data and its Statistical
Implications

Current position: Post-
doctoral fellow at the
University of Rochester
working in cancer re-

search under the super-

vision of Drs. Peterson
and Hyrien.

Advisor: Derick R. Pe-
terson

Thesis Title:

Subset Selection for
High-dimensional Data,
with Applications to
Gene Array Data

Current position: MD/
PhD student, returned
to full-time medical
studies upon completion
of his PhD.

Alex (I) with advisor D. Pete
son
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Since 1974, Doctorate Degrees have been awarde
to 74 individuals. The first was
to Hubert Jan-Peing Chen,

now a Contract

Appointed Full-time Professor
with the Department of Ac-
countancy and Financial Man-
agement, Zhejiang University,
Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China.




