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Biostatistics and Computational Biology 

 Groundbreaking Celebration-October 27, 2008 
In October 2006, the University of Rochester was one of 
the first twelve leading academic health centers to receive a 
Clinical and Translational Science Award from the Na-

tional Institutes of Health. This $40 million grant, coupled 
with the $50 million in capital support from New York 

State Governor David Paterson, Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
and members of our local Assembly delegation in the 2008-
09 Budget, will position the University and Upstate New 

York as a national leader in translational research, bring 
cutting-edge medical care to the region’s residents, and 

serve as a catalyst for substantial economic growth. 

 The Clinical and Translational Science Institute will build on the Medical Center’s long 

and rich history in this field. The new $76 million, 200,000 square foot facility is one of the center-
pieces of a strategic investment in research, clinical care, and education that the Medical Center 
will make over the next several years. 

 Coalescing clinical and translational investigators and research infrastructure in one facil-

ity will accelerate the process of harnessing scientific breakthroughs to prevent illness, foster early 
diagnosis, identify risk factors for disease, design early interventions, and develop new treatments. 
CTSI will be a hub for patient-oriented community outreach activities, allowing the University to 

develop new ways to reach underserved populations, and partner with local organizations and 
providers to ensure that medical advances and new knowledge are incorporated into clinical prac-
tices. 

 Francis Cauffman is the principal architect with New York State Energy Research and 

Development Authority (NYSERDA) serving as a consultant on Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design (LEED) certification. LeChase Construction is overseeing construction, with an 
expected completion date of Summer 2010. 

 Biostatistics will occupy the Fourth Floor  along with the Heart Research Follow-up Pro-
gram. Watch for further details... 

 

“Statistical Modeling for Biological Systems: In Memory of Andrei Yakovlev” 
 
The Department of Biostatistics and Computational Biology will host a scientific conference in 

Rochester on June 8 and 9, 2009 in honor of our late chairman, Dr. Andrei Yakovlev. Dr. 

Yakovlev led a major expansion of the department, tripling its size and greatly increasing its 
scope, while at the same time vigorously pursuing research programs in a number of areas at the 

intersection of mathematics, statistics and biology.  Many of Andrei’s collaborators have accepted 
invitations to participate, as have other distinguished researchers who have worked in related ar-
eas We will provide a forum, probably in the form of poster sessions, for presentation of contrib-

uted papers related to Andrei’s work.  It is intended to publish the papers presented in a com-
memorative volume of Proceedings. Information about conference registration, submission of 

contributed papers, accommodation and social activities will be available shortly at the website 
www.urmc.rochester.edu/biostat/ayconference/. 

http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/ayconference
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 Alex Pearson (seen here 

with his advisor, Derick Peter-

son) defended his thesis, 

“Subset Selection for High-

Dimensional Data, with Appli-

cations to Gene Array Data”, 

October 1, 2008.   Alex is 
now pursuing an M.D. here at 

Rochester. 

 Yi Li, Ph.D. from Harvard University, pictured 

with Nina Yakovlev, was speaker for the 2008 Yakov-

lev Colloquium. 

 To honor the late Dr. Andrei Yakovlev’s major 

contributions to the department, our first fall colloquium 

each academic year will be dedicated to his memory. 

 Dr. Li spoke on “Detecting Disparities in Long-

term Cancer Survival: Challenges and Possible Solu-

tions”. 

 

January 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
University 
Holiday 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 Colloquium 
Martin Meier- 
Schellersheim   

16 17 

18 19   Martin 
Luther King Day-
No Classes 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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February 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5  Anniver-
sary of the 
Constitution 

6  SMD 
Recruitment  
Weekend 

7 SMD 
Recruitment 
Weekend 

8 9 10 11 12 
Lincolnôs 
Birthday 

13 14 
Valentineôs  
Day 

15 16 
Presidentôs  
Day 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 
Washingtonôs 
Birthday 

23 24 
Flag 
Day 

25 
Ash  
Wednesday 

26 27 28 

March 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2   3 4 5 6 7  Set Clocks 
Ahead 

8  Daylight 
Savings Time 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17  St. Pat-
rickôs Day 

18 19 20   Spring 
Begins 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

No Classes  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- No Classes 
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Faculty and Cube Notes 

 
¶ Congratulations go out to Tanzy Love on the birth of her daughter, 

Azalea Bell Chapman Dietz on October 4, 2008 at 8:24 p.m. 

¶ Terry M. Therneau, Ph.D. from the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN 

will be our guest speaker for the 2009 Odoroff Lecture on April 2. 

¶ Xin-Min Li will be arriving February 1, 2009 to work with Hua Liang 

in the Lattimore office for approximately 9 months. 

 

Our department website will soon have a new look that is consistent with 

the current URMC website template. In association with this migration, 

we are conducting a thorough content review of all department pages. 

Thus, we ask EVERYONE to update the information on your personal 

page and on any pages of the website that you manage.  
 

Cheryl Bliss-Clark will be in charge of content updates for the department 

website, and Mike Hazard will be in charge of technical issues related to 

website redesign. Please feel free to let them know if you have any ques-
tions or suggestions.  

 
 

The Library has extra copies of the following Journals if anyone is inter-

ested in them.  Just come into the front office and let Sue or Sheryl know 

which ones you would like.  There are many different editions available. 

¶ Journal of the American Statistical Association 

¶ Statistical Science 

¶ Annals of Applied Statistics 

¶ Annals of Statistics 

¶ Biometrics 

¶ Biometrika 

¶ Mathematical and Computer Modeling 

¶ Journal of the National Cancer Institute Monograph 

 

The department transitioned to a new fileserver, Bio3, a SUN T2000, in 
October.  Bio3 replaced Bio2, which had served us for over 7 years.  The 

transition to Bio3 was relatively smooth, although there were some bumps.  

Thanks to everyone for their patience while the kinks were worked out. 
 

The department also recently purchased a new High Performance Comput-

ing cluster (HPC Cluster) that is composed of 6 SUN X4150 nodes.  The 
cluster has a total of 48 cores.  On December 10, 2008, there was an infor-

mal cluster training session.  Users were able to bring their questions and 

talk with one of the professionals from the University Laser Lab, who set 

up our cluster.  The cluster is for all department members to utilize.  Please 

contact Christine Brower (brower@bst.rochester.edu) for more information 

on how to start utilizing this powerful resource. 

 

mailto:brower@bst.rochester.edu

