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Team Approach Drives Best Care for Head, Neck Cancers

Edmund “Quinn” Lewis is looking 
forward to sunny days driving his 
cherry ’57 Chevy that he restored. With 
oral cancer care behind him, he’ll be 
polishing the classic car and showing 
it off. 
 After all, he endured aggressive 
chemotherapy and radiation treatment 
to beat the Stage 4 tongue cancer. He 
thanks the multidisciplinary group of 
doctors, nurses and staff at the James 
P. Wilmot Cancer Center for giving him 
each day. 
 “They saved my life, simply put,” 
says Lewis of Parma. “Every time I 
met with the doctors and nurses, I was 
always impressed because they were 
superb.”
 The team of head and neck 
cancer specialists includes surgeons, 
oncologists, radiation oncologists, 
otolaryngologists, pathologists, 
nutritionists, speech therapists, nurses, 
social workers and other support 
staff.  The large team offers the latest 
technology for surgery and radiation 
treatment, which is unique in the 
Rochester region. See related story 
on page 6.
 Each year, about 38,000 people 
are diagnosed with head and neck 
cancers, which include the mouth (lips 
and tongue), salivary glands, throat 
(pharynx), nasal cavity, sinuses, neck, 
thyroid and larynx. Head and neck 
cancers account for approximately 
3 to 5 percent of all cancers in the 
United States. These cancers are more 
common in men and in people over 
age 50.  The most common causes of 
these cancers are smoking, alcohol 
use, poor diet and infection with the 
human papilloma virus.   continued

Edmund “Quinn” Lewis enjoys buffi ng and 

waxing his hand-restored 1957 Chevy on sunny 

days. The oral cancer survivor is happy to be behind 

the wheel again.
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A startling fi nd
Lewis didn’t recognize warning signs that 
cancer was growing in his body in late 
2008. He traveled to the Adirondacks to go 
snowmobiling, another of his passions, and 
while he’d been a bit hoarse, he didn’t think it 
was a problem.  But he was alarmed after he 
began coughing up what appeared to 
be blood.
 He called his sister, a registered nurse in 
Lockport, to discuss what happened. That 
led to an appointment with his physician 
and then otolaryngologist Ronald Pulli, M.D., 
who identifi ed the 4-centimeter tumor, which 

extended from the base of his tongue to his 
epiglottis, and the need for specialized care.
 “My sister did a lot of research about my 
cancer and said the Wilmot Cancer Center was 
the place to be,” said Lewis, an Eastman Kodak 
Company retiree. He also received a lot of 
support from his son, Quinn Lewis of Hilton. 
 Examination by Shawn Newlands, M.D., 
chair of Otolaryngology and leader of the Head 
and Neck Oncology group, showed the disease 
was advanced.
 The multidisciplinary team met to review 
all of Lewis’ test results and develop a 
treatment plan, as they do for each new 
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Hong Zhang, M.D., checks Edmund “Quinn” Lewis’ 

jaw and lymph nodes following his successful treatment 

for tongue cancer. The center’s radiation oncologists, 

oncologists, surgeons, pathologists and others provide 

multidisciplinary, subspecialty care.

The Wilmot Cancer Center’s multidisciplinary head and 

neck cancer team is the largest in the region. From left 

are, Matthew Miller, M.D., Jeff Allerton, M.D., Hong 

Zhang, M.D., Paul van der Sloot, M.D., Ellen Giampoli, 

M.D., Shawn Newlands, M.D., Yuhchyau Chen, M.D., 

Ph.D., and Deepinder Singh, M.D.



patient. The recommendation was a powerful 
regimen of chemotherapy followed by 
combination chemo/radiation therapy. 
 “Surgery really was not the best option 
because the size and location of the tumor 
precluded curative surgery without signifi cant 
swallowing diffi culties. In cases like these, 
we want to preserve as much of the patient’s 
tongue as possible,” Newlands recalls. 
 Head and neck oncologist Jeffrey Allerton, 
M.D., said the team “decided that we 
wanted to treat him very aggressively using 
both induction chemotherapy followed by 
concurrent chemoradiation therapy because 
his tumor was bulky and the treatment may 
improve his chances for survival, based on the 
evolving medical research.”
 Allerton prescribed three cycles of 
chemotherapy and Lewis wore an infusion 
pump that delivered the life-saving medication 
around the clock for fi ve-day intervals 
every three weeks. Then he endured weekly 
chemotherapy in combination with radiation 
treatment. 

High-tech treatments
Radiation oncologist Hong Zhang, M.D., Ph.D., 
prescribed intensity-modulated radiation 
therapy (IMRT), which delivers high-precision 
radiotherapy that allows for the radiation 
dose to conform more precisely to the three-
dimensional shape of the tumor. IMRT also 
allows higher radiation doses to be focused to 
regions within the tumor while minimizing the 
dose to surrounding normal critical structures.
 This treatment is delivered using the 
Tomotherapy Hi-Art System, which is only 
available at the Wilmot Cancer Center. This 
system combines an advanced form of IMRT, 
the accuracy of CT scanning technology for 
image-guided radiation therapy, advanced 
software for planning and dynamic hardware 
all in one treatment machine. 
 This technology is an integral part of the 
treatment of head and neck tumors, as most 
tumors are very close to vital organs, such as 

the tongue, jaw bone, eyes, ears, brain, spinal 
cord, salivary glands, larynx and muscles that 
control swallowing. To preserve organ function, 
these structures must be protected as much 
as possible, says Yuhchyau Chen, M.D., Ph.D., 
interim chair of Radiation Oncology who has 
led numerous clinical studies of new therapies 
and treatment approaches for these cancers. 
 “I was pleased to see that Lewis really 
breezed through his induction chemotherapy,” 
Allerton says. “It didn’t seem to bother 
him much at all, but he got hit hard during 
concurrent chemoradiation therapy.” 
 Lewis lost 60 pounds during his treatment. 
“I couldn’t eat regular food. I had to go for 
soft foods and start using a lot of gravy and 
sauces in my meals,” he says. The radiation 
therapy successfully destroyed the tumor, but 
it caused temporary swelling of throat tissue 
and his salivary glands to slow down saliva 
production. 
 He had a feeding tube placed and dietitian 
Joanna Lipp, M.S., R.D., helped him boost the 
nutrition content of his diet to reverse the 
weight loss. In addition, speech pathologist 
George L. Charpied, M.S., CCC-SLP, worked 
with Lewis to regain the swallowing function 
to further improve his diet and weight gain.
 “It was really good to have all of those 
people available to help me when I needed it,” 
Lewis says. 
 The multidisciplinary approach to cancer 
care is what separates the Wilmot Cancer 
Center from others in the region. Bringing 
experts from all areas of cancer treatment  
together helps patients receive seamless 
care, says Newlands, who has broadened the 
surgical team for head and neck cancers. 
 Matthew C. Miller, M.D., and Paul van 
der Sloot. M.D., joined the Otolaryngology 
department and Wilmot Cancer Center team 
last Fall. They are talented surgeons who 
expand the breadth of expertise available 
to patients.  
 They’re also increasing options for 
reconstruction of surgical defects and the use 

of the daVinci Surgical System to head and 
neck cancer surgeries. This technology, which 
is growing in popularity as a treatment for 
a variety of diseases and conditions, allows 
the Wilmot team to offer minimally invasive 
surgeries.

5

PATIENT CARE  |  JAMES P. WILMOT CANCER CENTER  

Surgical System to head and 
rgeries This technology which

The Wilmot Cancer Center’s Oral, Head and Neck Cancer 

Connection support group held a tasting event featuring 

dishes from a variety of area restaurants. At top are Dan 

Dugo and his daughter with Darlene Harmor, N.P., who 

helps lead the support group. In the middle, participants 

discuss the dishes and at bottom, Edmund “Quinn” 

Lewis with his son.
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Robot Enhances Surgeries 
for Oral, Head, Neck 
Cancers

James P. Wilmot Cancer Center surgeons are 
fi rst in upstate New York to incorporate the 
precision and dexterity of a surgical robot to 
remove cancerous tumors in the mouth and 
throat. The fi rst transoral robotic procedure – a 
partial glossectomy, or removal of a tumor at 
the base of the tongue -- was performed by 
surgeon Matthew Miller, M.D., expanding the 
robot-assisted surgery capabilities for people 
with head and neck cancers.
 George Maines of North Greece is grateful 
for the Medical Center’s commitment to 
advancing technology and care. The surgery 
was less invasive and the recovery faster than 
he imagined when he learned of the cancer at 
the base of his tongue. He says “people were 
amazed at how quickly I was able to recover 
and bounce back.”
 “Traditional approaches to these 
tumors have the potential to be invasive 
and disfi guring – oftentimes leading to an 
extensive recovery and rehabilitation period,” 
says Miller, a fellowship-trained head and neck 
cancer surgeon who joined the team last Fall, 
along with Paul van der Sloot, M.D. “The robot 
allows us to limit or even eliminate some of 
the side effects associated with more invasive 
surgeries while still effectively treating the 
cancer.”
 Using the high-tech robotic system, 
surgeons insert the slender instruments into 
the mouth to reach the base of the tongue, 
tonsils, oropharynx and throat. The benefi ts 
for patients, like Maines, are dramatic 

because the surgeries can be done, primarily, 
without incisions and offer faster recovery 
time and a reduced risk of infection or other 
complications.   
 Maines didn’t expect a cancer diagnosis 
when he pointed out a lump on his neck to 
his doctor. It was a 2-inch tumor in a lymph 
node and doctors suspected it had spread from 
someplace else. Further investigation showed 
another tumor on the base of his tongue, the 
primary source of the cancer.
 The Wilmot Cancer Center’s 
multidisciplinary head and neck cancer team 
reviewed Maines’ scans and test results and 
determined that surgery followed by radiation 
therapy would be the best way to treat the 
disease.  Miller removed the tumor from his 
tongue using the robotic system and then 

made a small incision on his neck to remove 
the cancerous lymph nodes.
 His care continued with intensity-modulated 
radiation therapy using Tomotherapy, which 
also allows daily image guided radiation 
therapy and adaptive radiation therapy with 
great precision, a key treatment for these 
cancers. This technique allows for the radiation 
dose to conform to the three-dimensional 
shape of the tumor. Doctors can also deliver 
stronger doses to specifi c areas of the tumor.
 Radiation oncologist Deepinder Singh, 
M.D., prescribed 33 days of treatment, using 
the Tomotherapy Hi-Art System, which is only 
available at the Wilmot Cancer Center.
 “Mr. Maines is an amazing gentleman who 
has done extremely well following his robotic 
surgery and post-operative radiation treatment 
to his base of the tongue and neck nodes 
areas,” Singh says. “He’s tolerated his radiation 
treatment very well and we’re pleased to see 
success for him.” 

Wilmot Surgeons Introduce Minimally Invasive Robotic Surgery 

Surgeons introduced the use of the daVinci Surgical 

System for oral cancers. In the fi rst case, Matthew Miller, 

M.D., at far left, says the technology offers greater 

precision and faster recoveries for patients with some 

cancers. 

George Maines’ tongue cancer surgery marked a 

milestone for the Wilmot Cancer Center, as it was the 

fi rst transoral robotic surgery for the oral, head and 

neck cancer team. His care continued with intensity-

modulated radiation therapy. Following a treatment, he 

was all smiles with Kaylee Voorhies, R.T.T., and Robin 

Nichols, R.T.T.

Matthew Miller, M.D., 
explains how robotic surgery 
improves care for people 
with oral cancer and see 
some of the fi rst surgery in 
the region. 
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Nurse Donates Stem Cells to Help Save Life

Ruben Casaverde, R.N., O.C.N., is a quiet, 
compassionate nurse, dedicated to providing 
life-saving care at the James P. Wilmot Cancer 
Center. Recently, he gave even more. He rolled 
up his sleeves and donated stem cells to help 
a 37-year-old man who needed a transplant to 
bring his leukemia into remission. 
  Casaverde, 35, and father of three young 
children, understands the plight of the stem 
cell recipient. Following graduation from the 
University of Rochester School of Nursing, 
he worked with patients undergoing the 
procedure. The Wilmot Cancer Center’s Samuel 
E. Durand Blood and Marrow Transplant 
Program is the region’s only program for bone 
marrow and stem cell transplants. 
 “I know how important hope is when 
you’re facing a disease like cancer, and how 
hard it is to fi nd a match for some people 
who have unusual ethnic backgrounds,” says 
Casaverde, a Peruvian native who moved 
to Rochester when he was 12. “I didn’t 

think there’d be someone who matched my 
background but since there is, I’m willing to 
help and donate.”
 Jane Liesveld, M.D., clinical director of 
Wilmot Cancer Center’s transplant program, 
is impressed with Casaverde’s commitment 
to patients. “This is a selfl ess act that will 
hopefully change or even save the recipient’s 
life. It is a wonderful extension of Ruben’s 
giving spirit and seemingly limitless energy 
when it comes to caring for others.” 
 People with a variety of cancers can benefi t 
from two types of transplants: autologous 
transplants using a person’s own stem cells 
or marrow removed previously; or allogenic 
transplants using cells or marrow from a 
matched or an unrelated donor. 
 The Wilmot Cancer Center team works 
closely with Be The Match registry, formerly 
known as the National Marrow Donor Registry, 
in collecting donations for transplants around 
the world. Each year more than 10,000 

Americans are diagnosed with life-threatening 
diseases and their best or only hope of a cure 
is a transplant from an unrelated donor or cord 
blood unit. At any time, there are 6,000 people 
awaiting a match among the registry donors. 
Because tissue types are inherited, patients are 
most likely to match a stranger with similar 
race or ethnicity. 
 The registry needs a healthy mix of donors 
to meet the growing need for transplants 
among our ethnically diverse population. 
Currently, nearly three-quarters of 8 million 
people in the registry are white. Just 9 percent 
are Hispanic, 8 percent are African American 
and 7 percent are Asian. 
 The Wilmot Cancer Center performs about 
120 transplants each year and collects 200 
donations of stem cells or bone marrow each 
year. The team has performed more than 2,100 
transplants since the program was established 
in 1989.

You could help save a life by joining the Be the 
Match Registry.
 While many patients do fi nd the life-saving 
match they need each year, more donors are 
needed, especially those from racially and 
ethnically diverse communities to help 
all patients.

The National Marrow Donor Program, 
which operates the registry, has a local 
offi ce at 50 Prince St., Rochester. 

Join the Registry

Working with people who face life-threatening diseases 

every day motivated Ruben Casaverde, R.N., O.C.N., to 

join the Be the Match Registry, which links bone marrow 

or stem cell donors with people awaiting transplant. He 

recently donated stem cells to a man with leukemia. 
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The James P. Wilmot Cancer Research 
Foundation awarded fellowships to three 
young clinician/scientists to expand research 
efforts in Rochester. The grants were awarded 
to Gregory Connolly, M.D., Kristen M. O’Dwyer, 
M.D., and Christina Wiedl, D. O. 
 “These are three innovative young scientists 
who are energetic and motivated to further our 
mission of fi nding cures,” says Richard I. Fisher, 
M.D., director of the Wilmot Cancer Center and 
the foundation’s fellowship program. 
 The foundation, named for a prominent 
businessman and Wilmot Cancer Center 
namesake, is a valuable resource for promising 
young scientists who have innovative ideas 
and need seed funding to advance their 
research and secure larger grants to further 
their effort. 
 “This is a wonderful partnership that has 
supported scientifi c discoveries such as the 
vaccine to prevent cervical cancer,” says Bill 
Wilmot. “It’s exactly what my father, James 
P. Wilmot, hoped would happen when he 
established the foundation.”
 In the mid-1980s, virologist William 
Bonnez, M.D., was named a Wilmot Fellow and 
received funding to study the human papilloma 
virus. His work with colleagues Richard 
Reichman, M.D., and Robert Rose, Ph.D., led to 
the creation of the Gardasil vaccine.
 The most current Fellows will study 
leukemia and thrombosis, or blood clots which 
are a common side-effect of cancer treatment. 
 Greg Connolly, M.D., a Hematology/
Oncology Fellow, will use the funding to study 
the role of leukocytes in mediating cancer-
associated thrombosis, or blood clots. 
 The Wilmot Cancer Center has a team of 
nationally recognized experts in thrombosis, 
led by Charles Francis, M.D., and Alok Khorana, 
M.D. Connolly’s research will add to the wealth 
of knowledge the team has developed. 
 Connolly completed a residency in 
internal medicine, including a year as chief 

resident, at the Medical Center and joined the 
Wilmot Cancer Center as a Fellow in 2007. A 
graduate of University of Toronto, he earned 
his medical degree at SUNY Buffalo School 
of Medicine. He’s been a research assistant in 
Environmental Medicine at the Medical Center 
and at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. 
 Kristen O’Dwyer, M.D. will join the Wilmot 
Cancer Center’s leukemia team from Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center on Aug. 1 and 
she will use the fellowship funding to study 
the molecular mechanism of parthenolide in 
destroying acute myeloid leukemia cells. 
 Wilmot Cancer Center’s cancer stem 
cell team has been studying the use of 
parthenolide, a plant-based compound, to 
attack myeloid leukemia stem cells. Studies 
have shown preliminary success in laboratory 
models and the fi rst clinical trials are underway 
in the United Kingdom. 
 She is a graduate of University of Iowa 
and Northwestern University, where she 
earned master’s degrees in neurobiology and 
physiology. She studied medicine at University 
of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public 
Health. O’Dwyer completed a residency in 
anatomic pathology at the National Cancer 
Institute and then internship and residency at 
New York Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell 
Medical College. 
 Christina Wiedl, D.O., a research Fellow in 
the lab of Craig Jordan, Ph.D., will conduct 
studies of therapies to target refractory and 
relapsed pediatric leukemias. She has been a 
member of the pediatric leukemia team with 
Golisano Children’s Hospital and joined the 
cancer center faculty July 1.
 Wiedl is a graduate of Alleghany College 
and earned a doctorate at the Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. She 
completed a residency in pediatrics at A.I. 
Dupont Hospital for Children at Thomas 
Jefferson University Hospital before joining the 
Medical Center in 2007.

Wilmot Foundation Supports 3 Research Fellows

Gregory Connolly, M.D.

Kristen M. O’Dwyer, M.D.

Christina Wiedl, D.O. 
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Community Celebrates Local Survivors, Wilmot Cancer Center

Discovery Ball brings 
$730,000 for research, 
clinical programs

Hundreds of people celebrated the many 
clinical and research successes of the James P. 
Wilmot Cancer Center during its 11th annual 
Discovery Ball on May 1. The gala fundraiser 
raised (after expenses) $730,000 to support 
local cancer research and care.
 “It was a wonderful night that brought 
together so many friends of the Wilmot Cancer 
Center who demonstrated their support for our 
mission to fi nd cures,” said Richard I. Fisher, 
M.D., director of the Wilmot Cancer Center. 
 A highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of the Inspiration Award, the 
center’s highest honor, to Lou Iovoli. The Victor 
man is an oral cancer survivor who overcame 
his disease and went on to complete an 
Ironman triathlon last year.

 As he accepted the award, Iovoli spoke of 
the diffi cult moments during his care and of 
the Ironman, and how spectators cheered him 
on by ringing cowbells. He then challenged 
guests to ring cowbells at each table and 
pledge their support for the Wilmot Cancer 
Center. The room was fi lled with the clanging 
of bells and he ultimately raised nearly 
$150,000, thanks to matching donations from 
event chairs Jim and Donna Hammer and 
Nancy and Friends Fighting Cancer, Inc.
 “Each year we are proud to share the 
incredible stories of our survivors and Lou 
Iovoli’s courage, strength and determination 
inspired our patients and the doctors, nurses 
and staff throughout the Wilmot Cancer 
Center,” Fisher said. 
 The Ball was a success because of the 
volunteer effort and corporate sponsors that 
support the Wilmot Cancer Center.

Jim and Donna Hammer 

chaired the 2010 Discovery 

Ball, helping to raise 

$730,000. The couple is 

pictured with Richard Fisher, 

M.D., director of the James P. 

Wilmot Cancer Center, right.

See a slideshow of 
additional photos 
from the 2010 
Discovery Ball and 
a video about the 
Inspiration Award 
winner.

Inspiration Award recipient Lou Iovoli with his sons and 

friend, JoAnn Bradt.
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Diamond Sponsors 
Nancy and Joseph Briggs
Joan and Harold Feinbloom
Barbara and Nick Juskiw
Cricket and Frank Luellen
The James P. Wilmot Foundation

Gold Sponsors 
The DiMarzo Family
J.T. Mauro Co.
Jane F. and Wm. J. Napier 
 Charitable Lead Trust
The Pike Company
SWBR Architects
Wegmans Food Markets

Silver Sponsors
George N. Abraham, M.D.
Donald Blair & Partners 
 Architects, LLP
Laura Calvi, M.D., and 
 Jonathan Friedberg, M.D.
Canfi eld and Tack, Inc.
Constellation Brands, Inc.
Cornell’s Jewelers
Brent DuBeshter, M.D.
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield
Susan G. Fisher, Ph.D., and 
 Richard I. Fisher, M.D.
Hahn Automotive
Donna and James Hammer
Harris Beach, PLLC
O’Connell Electric
Shree and Kishan Pandya, M.D.
J. B. Sterling Company
Thomson Reuters
Tribridge
URMC Department of 
 Radiation Oncology
van der Stricht Family
Wendy’s Restaurants of 
 Rochester, Inc.
Christopher J. Wilmot 
 and Kathleen Goll
Kathleen and Dennis Wilmot
Terri and Tim Wilmot
Zeller Corporation

Bronze Sponsors
Advantage Federal Credit Union
AM&M Financial Group
Bank of America
The Bonadio Group
Cobblestone Capital Advisors, LLC
Anthony J. Costello & Son 
 Development
DGA Builders
Helen and Michael Donnelly
Fibertech Networks, LLC
First Niagara Financial Group
Graystone Consulting
Genentech
Jennifer Hartmann
Highland Hospital
Harter, Secrest & Emery, LLP
Karpus Investment Management
The Kimmel Company
King Graphic Communications
The Susan B. and Donald M.   
 Kitchen Fund at the New York 
 Community Trust
Kathy and Peter Landers
LeChase Construction 
 Services, LLC
Jane Liesveld, M.D., and 
 Deepak Sahasrabudhe, M.D.
Judy and Paul Linehan
M & T Bank
Mengel, Metzger, Barr and 
 Company, LLP
Merrill Lynch, Private Banking 
 and Investment Group
Monroe Tractor & Implement 
 Company
MVP Health Care
Nixon Peabody LLC
Postler & Jaeckle Corp.
Pamela and Donald E. Rhoda
Rose & Kiernan, Inc.
TLF Graphics
Toshiba Business Solutions
Ward, Greenberg, Heller & Reidy
Marion and William B. Wilmot
Cynthia and Patrick Wilmot, M.D.
Colleen and Thomas C. Wilmot, Sr.

Mary Wilmot and Tim Curtin
Woods, Oviatt, Gilman LLP

Benefactor Sponsors
Miriam Ackley
Archi-Technology, LLC
Chamberlain, D’Amanda, 
 Oppenheimer & Greenfi eld
Sally and Sandy Constine, M.D.
Convergent Wealth Advisors
The Dolomite Group
Elizabeth and John DuFord
Federated Clover Investment 
 Advisors
Beverly and Philip C. Gelsomino, II
Genesee Regional Bank
Judith and Michael C. Goonan
Diana and Steven Graham
Hiscock & Barclay, LLP
Home Properties
James and Shirley Moore
Jane Parker and Fran Cosentino 
Beverly and James Ward

Gift-in-Kind Sponsors
Canfi eld and Tack, Inc.
Champion Moving & Storage
Constellation Brands, Inc.
DPI SECUPRINT
Forsythe Jewelers
Deb McGwin Photography
Parachute Graphics
Wegmans Food Markets 

2010 Discovery Ball Sponsors

Tom Wilmot clangs a cowbell to show his personal support for the James P. Wilmot 

Cancer Center, named for his father. Guests at the May 1 event donated $147,000 

at the urging of Inspiration Award recipient Lou Iovoli, who was motivated to keep 

running, bicycling and swimming when fans rang cowbells during an Ironman 

competition.

Thank
You

We offer our sincere 
appreciation to our 
supporters, committee 
members and volunteers, 
whose hard work and loyalty 
made the 2010 Discovery 
Ball a magnifi cent success.
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Corporate Underwriting 
Committee
Richard DiMarzo
Amy Gallaher
Jason Hammer
James Hammer
Karen Humbert
Ed Kendrick
Kathy & Peter Landers
Marianne Leahy
Steve McCluski
Carol Mullin
Mark Nickel
Jim Ward
Dennis Wilmot
Bruce Zicari, II
Kimberly Ziegler

Discovery Bag Committee
Elaine Del Monte
Robin Flanigan
Amy Gallaher
Ashley Hammer
Donna Hammer
Linda Kelly
Diana Lauria

Joann & Ronald Maggio
Lisa & David Merrick
Lin Rapp
Jeff Seidel
Kimberly Ziegler

Program Book Committee
Wayne Bulling, Parachute Writing 
 and Graphic Design
Leslie White

Event Volunteer Committee
Miriam Ackley
Mary Patricia Allen
Dianne Beisheim
Mary Jane Beisheim
Ava Caliendo
Diane Camelio
Anna Chechak
Chris Del Regno
Maureen Dell
Grant Dever
Elizabeth Dorscheid
Amy Gallaher
Lilly Gluszko
Erika Hagenbach

Karen Humbert
Rose Jensen
Maria Kangelidis
Brianne & Joshua Kendrick
Don King
Diana Lauria
Marianne Leahy
Monica Lloyd
Cindy Marshall
Shannon Martin
Renee McCluski
Linda Morris
Bethany Mosher
Courtney Nathan
Sue Palmiero
Carol Personte

Elise Personte
Sharon Pieper
Hazel Pugh
Carol Reed
Danielle Reed
Susan Ricotta
Anna Roddy
Mary Rogan
Allison Sams
Susan Satter
Drew Smith
Laurie Stone
Katie Whelehan
Mary Whelehan
Kathleen White

2010 Discovery Ball Committees

University of Rochester and Medical Center leaders congratulated Inspiration Award recipient Lou Iovoli, an oral cancer survivor. 

From left are Dean Mark Taubman, M.D., Medical Center CEO Bradford C. Berk, M.D., Ph.D., Iovoli, UR President Joel Seligman and 

Wilmot Cancer Center Director Richard Fisher, M.D. At bottom right, are supporters Pat Stark, Kathy Landers and Helen and 

Michael Donnelly.
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45 East Fine Jewelers
Aja Noodle
Ambiance
Frank Argento
Avon, Inc. - Amy Gallaher
Bay Creek Paddling Center
John Betlem Heating 
 & Cooling, Inc.
Black & Blue Steak and Crab
Blackfriars Theatre
Lila Bluestone
Body Knead Massage Therapy
Breathe
Brio Wine Bar and Grill
Bristol Harbor Resort
Brusters Real Ice Cream
Buffalo Bills
Buffalo Sabres
Canalside Massage
Carlson Glass
Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh
Charlie’s Frog Pond
Cheesecake Factory
Cheesy Eddie’s
Cobblestone Creek Country Club
Color Me Mine
Contemporary Dentistry
Cornell’s Jewelers
Corning Museum of Glass
Marguerite E. Cullinane
Derma Spa
Dianne Dengel
Doc Lilacs Lilac Hill Nursery
Downstairs Cabaret Theatre

Eastern Mountain Sports
Eagle Vale and the Argyle Grill
Eleventh Hour
Embrasse Moi
Ethan Allen 
Expressions in Photography
Fieldtex Products
Flaherty’s Three Flags Inn
Fox Run Vineyards
Frontier Field
Full Belly Deli
Fulreader Tree & Landscape
Gateway and Company
Genesee Country Village 
 & Museum
Genesee Valley Laser Centre
German Brothers Marine
Susanne Goll
Karen Grabowski Jewelry Designs
Grandma Hattie’s Tea Party
The Great Frame Up
Grinnell’s Restaurant
Grossman’s Garden and Home
Donna and Jim Hammer
Craig Harmon, Inc./Oak Hill 
Country Club
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP
David Hearne, LMT
Hedges Nine Mile Point
Hickey Freeman
The Inn on Broadway
Interiors by Kathryn
Isaac Heating & Air Conditioning
J B Sterling & Co.

Jackson & Hines
Joe’s Mendon House, Inc.
JoJo Bistro and Wind Bar
Juliana’s
KB Advertising Specialties
Kittelberger Florist & Gifts
Lisa’s Liquor Barn
Arnold Klinsky
The Little Gym
Locker Room Sports
Lynch Furniture
Donald & Marlene Maggio
Ron & JoAnn Maggio
MacKenzie Childs
Maggie Moo’s Ice Cream 
 and Treatery
Maiden Nails and Spa
Mann’s Jewelers
Mario’s Italian Steakhouse
Max at the MAG
Max’s Market
Memorial Art Gallery
Scott Miller Salon
Moonlight Creamery
National Hockey League
Nik Entertainment Co.
Ock Hee’s Gallery & 
 Bloomfi eld Gardens
Oriental Garden Supply
Stefan Otter Jewelers
Palace Hotel
Park Avenue Salon & Day Spa
Peggy’s Bridal
Penny Paul
Pettis Pools & Patio
Pilates Plus
Preferred Plants
Proietti’s Italian Restaurant
The Red Barn
Restaurant 2Vine
Rochester Museum 
 and Science Center
Rochester Youth Camps
Rowe Photo, Video and Audio
Sak’s Thai Cuisine
Salvatore’s & Donuts Delite
Ramon Santiago Studios
Seasonal Kitchen Cooking School

Lori and Jeff Seidel
Seneca Park Zoo Society
Sew Creative
Shade Tree Greetings 
Simply Crepes
The Ski Company Mountain Sports
Snow
Sooz Salon
Sorellas & Co.
The Spa at DelMonte
Stickley Audi & Co.
Sutter’s Canandaigua Marine
Suzanne’s Distinctive Fashions
Tasteful Connections, Inc.
Carmen Marc Valvo
James Ward
The Andy Warhol Museum
Wegmans Food Markets
Wilmorite
Wisteria
WHEC-TV
Wyndham Pittsburgh
Frances Young Tang 
 Teaching Museum

2010 Discovery Bag Sponsors

Above, Barb Juskiw purchased a popular 

Discovery Bag, which included a variety 

of prizes. Volunteer Elizabeth Dorscheid 

helped her pick the best one!

Below, Janet Felosky, right, and her sister, 

Darlene Shephard, select a Discovery 

Bag. The bags are fi lled with items 

donated by many area businesses and 

individuals. 
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GIVING  |  JAMES P. WILMOT CANCER CENTER 

Camille’s Sidewalk Café has a delicious and 
eye-opening way to support cancer research 
at the James P. Wilmot Cancer Center. The 
Coffee for the Cure program is simple: 
purchase a custom travel mug for $100, get 
coffee for a year, and every penny supports 
local scientists seeking cures for cancer. 
 Owner Michael Linehan hopes to sell 300 
mugs and raise $30,000 this year. Camille’s 
Cafes are located on Park Avenue in 

Rochester, Pittsford Plaza and EastView Mall.
 Linehan, a grandson of James P. Wilmot, 
created the program because “grants 
of $20,000 or $30,000 are valuable in 
supporting research projects and attracting 
talented scientists to the Wilmot Cancer 
Center. It’s important to support the efforts to 
build the best team of experts in cancer care 
and research here in Rochester.”

Eye-Opening Offer Supports Research

Harvey and Janice Cummings, center, surrounded by 

his children on Father’s Day, 2009. The Cummings 

are supporting the Wilmot Cancer Center’s research 

programs through a charitable trust. 

Janice and Harvey Cummings worked hard all 
their lives. Janice was director of the women’s 
prison in Albion and Harvey operated his 
own business, Cummings and Bricker, Inc., an 
agricultural equipment supplier, catering to the 
farming industry in western New York. They 
saved and invested wisely. 
 “Saving for our future was one of our 
priorities,” says Janice. “We came to a point 
where our 12 children, a wonderfully combined 
family, were grown and gone. We were ready 

to retire and wanted to travel the world, enjoy 
our boat and spend winters in Florida. We also 
wanted to support causes that were near and 
dear to us.” 
 As they considered a charitable trust, they 
faced serious health problems for Harvey. 
“In 1989, right when we were making our 
major decisions about what organizations 
we were going to support, and how, Harvey 
was diagnosed with an aneurysm, which was 
followed within weeks by a mild heart attack,” 
Janice says. “That was reinforcement that we 
needed to have our estate plans in order.”
 Cancer was prevalent in both families. 
Harvey’s father died of lung cancer and they 
lost friends and loved ones to cancer as well. In 
1995, the World War II veteran faced prostate 
cancer. He kept a positive outlook during his 
care, even though the treatment regimen 
was challenging.
 “Treatment and its side effects are 
devastating to the man and the woman when 
they are so in love. It was diffi cult for both of 
us,” Janice says.  
 Harvey beat the disease, at fi rst, but the 
cancer returned a few years later. Doctors 
brought the disease into remission a 
second time. Then, he was diagnosed with 
mesothelioma and passed away Aug. 29, 2009 
surrounded by his family.  

 Because of cancer’s effects on those who 
are diagnosed – and their families, Janice 
decided to support cancer research through 
their charitable trust. 
 As a nursing student at the University of 
Rochester in the mid-1940s, Janice admired 
the active research departments in the Medical 
Center. And while her beloved Harvey received 
specialized treatment at the Medical Center, 
she was impressed with the new Wilmot 
Cancer Center facility. 
 During Janice’s research into ways to 
support organizations that work toward cures 
and to help people with cancer, she learned 
about the scientifi c advances happening at 
the Wilmot Cancer Center. The couple created 
a charitable trust and designated the Wilmot 
Cancer Center to receive a third of the funds, 
which will be used to support research and 
enhance clinical care programs for tomorrow’s 
patients. 

For a confi dential conversation or more 
information about tax-wise giving or other 
gift planning opportunities, please contact: 
Offi ce of Trusts and Estates
590 Mt. Hope Ave.  
Rochester, NY  14620
1-800-635-4672,  585-275-7547 
Kreckel @alumni.rochester.edu
rochester.plannedgifts.org

Planning Helps Albion Couple Support Cancer Research, Cures for Tomorrow
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Sweet Sweet Motherhood  |  July 8-31
This off-Broadway play was written by Rochester native Jeremy Kareken and is presented in honor of his late mother, 
Lynne M. Kareken, a Wilmot Cancer Center volunteer who died from lung cancer. The production, will be presented at 
HERE Arts Center in New York City and supports the Wilmot Cancer Center. For tickets go to: ovationtix.com. 
To support the effort, go to: fracturedatlas.org/site/contribute/donate/2710

Michael F. Contestabile Memorial Golf Tournament  |  Monday, July 19
Golfers will honor the memory of Michael Contestabile, a Getinge/USA employee who died of pancreatic cancer, by 
raising funds for research programs. Check-in begins at 9 a.m., and the tournament starts with at 10 a.m. shotgun 
start at Shadow Pines Golf Club. Registration is $90 per golfer and includes a cart, lunch and dinner. For more 
information or to register, contact Faye Casey at fayemkc@rochester.rr.com

Brockport Rotary Club’s BBQ & Blues Fest  |  Saturday and Sunday, July 31 to August 1
Think you’re good with the grill? Join some of the best professional and backyard barbecue chefs for this cook-off! 
This two-day competition, at SUNY Brockport, is sanctioned by the Kansas City Barbecue Society and the North 
East Barbecue Society. Proceeds from the event will support cancer research at the Wilmot Cancer Center. Join the 
competition, or sample some of the best barbecue around! Go to: brockportbbqfest.com.

Coop Cup for Cancer Research  |  Saturday, August 7 
Come on out for a great day of golf and support cancer research at the Wilmot Cancer Center. This tournament, 
organized annually by friends and family of the late Clinton Cooper, will be held at Leroy Country Club. The cost is $75 
per golfer and that includes cart, lunch and a chicken barbecue dinner. The $20 per person dinner is open to all. 

Marasco Memorial Golf Tournament  |  Saturday, August 14
Golfers will swing the clubs at Webster Country Club to support the Samuel E. Durand Blood and Marrow Transplant 
Unit at the Wilmot Cancer Center. The cost is $85 per person and includes golf, cart, lunch and dinner. 
Not a golfer? Join the group for dinner for $35. For more information, e-mail james.marasco@globalcrossing.com.

Communitywide Survivor Celebration  |  Saturday, August 21
Cancer survivors are invited to this third annual celebration at the Seneca Park Zoo. Activities for all ages begin at 
4:30. Tickets will be available at the center and various supportive agencies.  

MacKenzie Childs Shopping Event  |  Sunday, August 22
How often can you save on MacKenzie Childs items and help Wilmot Cancer Center’s patient care and 
research programs? During this special shopping event, you can save 15 percent on everything in the store, and 
10 percent goes to cancer programs. The store is located in Aurora and open from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Go to: mackenzie-childs.com.

“Humor is the Best Medicine”An Evening with the RevMo  |  Friday, October 1
You’ll laugh until your sides hurt with the unmistakable comedy of Phyl Contestible’s ‘Reverend Mother,’ or RevMo 
as she’s known. The 7:30 p.m. show will be held at the University of Rochester Alumni and Advancement Center 
Auditorium, 300 East River Road. Tickets are $15 or $35 for the VIP experience, which includes a wine and cheese 
reception with the RevMo and the opportunity to have a friend or family member ‘roasted’ during the show. 
Only 100 VIP tickets available. For tickets, call the Wilmot Cancer Center Advancement Offi ce at (585) 276-4717. 
To learn more about the RevMo, go to: revmotogo.com.

COMMUNITY | JAMES P. WILMOT CANCER CENTER 
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Thumbs Up

* To Mike Roberts, who along with his 
family and friends, honored the memory 
of his mother, Nancy Roberts at “Nancy 
Lives, Wilmot Gives” event held at The Pig. 
The evening raised more than $8,500 for 
patient care and cancer research at the 
Wilmot Cancer Center.

 

* For Dalida Atallah, owner of Dado Boutique, 
for hosting an incredible spring fashion 
show at Good Luck Restaurant, raising 
$5,000 for the Wilmot Cancer Center. More 
than 300 people enjoyed seeing the newest 
fashion trends.

* To the Webster-Schroeder High School boys 
basketball program for donating $700 to 
support brain cancer research at the Wilmot 
Cancer Center. The teams raised the funds 
through a foul-shooting contest.

* To the family of Jim Gall, also known as 
“Neighbor Jim,” who hosted an evening of 
music, food, fun and laughter at Don’s Pub 
in Penfi eld. Gall died of cancer in January. 
All who attended the event celebrated his 
life, raising $1,620 for cancer research and 
patient care.

* To the organizers of the annual Father’s 
Day Memorial Golf Tournament, who host 
a family fun golf tournament and raised 
$1,000 for the Wilmot Cancer Center in 
memory of Anthony Tambe.

COMMUNITY  |  JAMES P. WILMOT CANCER CENTER 

Area Scouts did plenty of good deeds to support people 

with cancer at the Wilmot Cancer Center. Irondequoit 

Daisy Troop 614 planted spring fl owers and delivered 

them to patients receiving chemotherapy in the Infusion 

Center. At right, Bryan Mosbruger of North Chili Pack 

292 painted his Pinewood Derby car pink to raise 

awareness of breast cancer and collected $1,045 for 

breast cancer research. Bryan and his leader presented 

the funds to Kimberly Ziegler, associate director for 

Advancement. 

Rush-Henrietta Nine Grade Academy teacher 

Amy Spitzer gets “pied” by student Pat Chang. The 

messy fun was part of Pi Day (March 14) festivities, 

which raised $1,222 for the Wilmot Cancer Center.

Follow all the events in support of the Wilmot Cancer Center at dialogue.urmc.com.
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