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03/09/2011 Coders Meeting Summary

Ten of the twelve hospitals in the region were represented at this months meeting.  (Noyes, Unity, Geneva General, Corning, Highland, St. James, FF Thompson, Rochester General and SMH).  Via conference call (Arnot Ogden)

I. Introduction:

Anna Solomonik was introduced to the group.  She will be Barbara Suter’s replacement when she retires.

We hope that everyone took the coder survey that was sent out on February 04, 2011.

II. Statewide Perinatal Data System Update:

The SPDS was taken down three times in December 2010 and no changes were made.  Recently on March 2, 2011 the SPDS was taken down for emergency maintenance.

All 2010 Birth certificates must be entered no later than March 18, 2011.  If you cannot meet the deadline let NYS vital records know by e-mail or phone. 

An updated version of the Contact Information is now available in the ‘HELP’ tab of the SPDS.  The Contact Information page includes updated RPC and Help Desk names and numbers.  Please utilize this feature for any questions that arise.

If a baby is sent to their SCN (is not able to provide continuous ventilatory support) they code Infant transferred within 24 hrs as ‘Not Transferred’, abnormal conditions of the newborn, NICU admission as ‘No’ and infant discharge status as ‘’Infant transferred out’. This way they can keep track of babies that are sent to their SCN. 

State Response- I've checked with our regionalization staff here, and the consensus is that a Level I facility is not recognized as having special care nursery capability under our regulations. Therefore you are correct in interpreting that the infant did not transfer out. 


Due to lack of funding to keep items in sync, the online documentation (definitions) will be suspended totally.


III.
Weight Gain Study:
Dr Diana Fernandez and Dr. Daniela Geba stated they are conducting a clinical trial to test strategies to prevent excessive weight gain during pregnancy and post partum weight retention.  We will begin recruitment of participants in February and we will most likely start chart review no earlier than May.  We are in the process of writing protocols for data abstraction and for abstractor training. They would like to enroll 3500 participants into the study.  Since coders are already abstracting information from the medical records Dr. Fernandez would like to know if anyone would like to abstract information that she needs and of course you will be paid to do this. 

IV
Chart Coding:

J

Everyone coded an entire medical record (mom and baby) during the meeting.  We reviewed the chart using Chris Glantz MD responses and everyone did very well.  One area that needed to be discussed with Dr. Glantz was coding Hypothyroidism as ‘Other Serious Chronic Illnesses”.

Dr. Glantz response - In terms of the Asthma and Hypothyroidism, “I would say it’s a matter of degree.  Mild/well-controlled asthma/hypothyroidism doesn’t seem very serious to me.  If the woman has frequent asthmatic attacks or has to be hospitalized, or if her hypothyroidism is symptomatic, then I would consider it more serious.  One problem is that many women have either asthma or thyroid conditions, and to code them all as serious disease waters down the category, much as would including all obese women”.


V
Meeting Closure:

Our next meeting is May 11, 2011 Rochester, NY Corporate Woods 120 Corporate Woods.

If you have any topics you would like presented or discussed please let us know.

