
   To welcome in the summer months, 
Rochester hosted the annual deaf festival 
on Saturday June 11th. The festival was at 
Ellison Park where hundreds of individuals 
gathered together to celebrate deaf culture, 
history and value.  This year there were 
over thirty booths representing various 
deaf organizations.
   NCDHR and DHCC worked side by side 
at the festival promoting Deaf health and 
research. At the NCDHR/DHCC booth, 
free Body Mass 
Index (BMI) and 
blood pressure 
screenings 
were given to 
individuals who 
stopped by the 
booth.  Their 
results were given 
to them indicating 
if they were underweight, healthy, 
overweight, or obese.  Handouts were 
provided on several health topics, as well as 
information about the two  organizations 

and how individuals could be involved by 
participating in research. 
   Several NCDHR staff were present at 
this event including Matthew Starr, Lori 
DeWindt, Denise 
Thew, Rachel Noel, 
Tiffany Panko, 
and Scott Smith. 
NCDHR’s summer 
research interns, 
Heather Anderson, 
Kyle Gahagan, and 
Tara Holaday, were 
also helping through out the course of the 
day. DHCC had a considerable amount of 
community representatives at their booth  
as well. 
   Overall the day was a success with many 
people socializing around the booths. It 
was an enjoyable time to see many of the 
local organizations represented and to 
learn about the unique deaf culture that 
Rochester has to offer. Even though the 
day was cloudy and windy, no rain fell until 
after the festival ended.  

   Before the departments and employees 
began their move-in process, the Saunders 
Research Building, also known as the 
Clinical and Translational Science 
Building (CTSB), held a massive Research 
Symposium.  Every department was asked 
to send a few representatives from their 
prospective groups and present a poster, 
or two, to the many people who visited the 
building that day.
   Matthew Starr, Administrator and 
Community Liaison, represented the 
National Center for Deaf Health Research 
(NCDHR).  As visitors explored the new 
eco-friendly building, Matt explained the 
inner workings of NCDHR and the research 
they conduct.   Throughout the day, more 
NCDHR employees showed to assist Matt 
with presenting the poster and providing 
information to the hundreds of visitors.  
Tiffany Panko, Lori DeWindt, Denise 
Thew, Rachel Noel, Kim Kelstone, Jamie 
Marsden, and Erika Sutter were some of 
the NCDHR staff who attended the day’s 
events.   
    The Research Symposium was one of 
multiple events designed to encourage 
exploration of the new building.  People

were welcomed from outside the University 
of Rochester, to enter the doors and learn 
more about the groups and people who 
work there.  Employees of the University 
of Rochester were also encouraged to roam 
the halls in order to learn more about what 
research was going on outside of their own 
personal offices.
 With delicious food provided, the 
new CTSB hosted an excellent event with 
a great turn-out of people.  While NCDHR 
may not have had as many visitors as the 
people who were located on the first floor, 
the event was still a success.
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