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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR  
 

 

 

 

 

 
James R. Woods, Jr., M.D. 

Henry A. Thiede Professor and Chair 

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology  

 

 

 

 

 
 

When we began our medical training, I bet few if any of us considered philanthropy a skill we needed to 

develop. In medical school, we focused on accumulating knowledge. As residents we narrowed our 

knowledge base and honed our surgical techniques. Even early into our practices, our attention was given 

to ñThe Boards,ò while navigating fellowships or group practices. If learning the business of medicine 

was not our immediate goal, philanthropy was even lower on the list. And if the topic surfaced, it was 

easily discarded with ñIôm not good at it.ò  

 

In todayôs medical world, philanthropy does have an important place in the financial stability of an 

organization. As clinical reimbursements rise and fall, as grants come and go, it is the finances generated 

by philanthropy that provide stability in any medical organization.  

 

But the term ñphilanthropyò deserves a closer look. By its simplest definition, philanthropy means a 

desire to help mankind, usually by a generous offer of a gift to an organization. But for care providers 

seeking philanthropic aid, the term raises two questions. What is a gift? And why would an individual 

wish to give a gift to my organization?  

 

To answer these two questions, ask yourself what prompts you to make a gift? In most cases, it is your 

desire to get involved. But what does ñto get involvedò really mean? Was your early education provided 

by an organization that now needs your financial help?  Did your experience back then prompt you today 

to want to give back?  Do you feel a desire to provide institutional support that will benefit those in the 

future who will come after you?  Those are the challenging issues confronted by those who are asked to 

give but also by those who must do the asking. 

  

Seeking philanthropic gifts is both an art form and a true professional skill. Whether it involves seeking a 

gift from a grateful patient, a colleague or an uninvolved person, the critical question that must be 

determined up front is ñwhat is there about what we do that interests you?ò  From a careful listen, it may 

simply be that the individual does not have the funds but would like to give through participating in 

spreading the word, organizing support activities or simply hearing of future advances. 

 

It, however, comes as no surprise to anyone approached for a gift that major new initiatives require 

financial support and that funding may need to come from gifts. Often this type of conversation occurs 



 

over several meetings. It is, however, the continued conversation that often builds the trust that leads the 

giver to feel comfortable to make a financial gift. 

 

But for most care providers, the most frightening moment is when one must ask for a gift. Interesting, it is 

a recognized fact that asking for a significant gift is a form of compliment.   But how is that conversation 

conducted? Let us imagine that I am seeking $1.5 million for a named professorship from a grateful 

patient I have met before whose financial successes make this possible. Following a brief social period, 

my conversation might go as follows: 

 

Dr. Woods: ñEstablishing a professorship in our Department would be an important way to honor 

your family while you are still alive and advance new initiatives in the Department directed at the 

type of care you received.ò 

 

Individual: ñI understand that but how much would that take?ò 

 

Dr. Woods: ñA gift of $1.5 million would allow us to establish such a professorship.ò 

 

Individual: ñThat is a lot of money.ò 

 

Dr Woods: ñI realize that. I can imagine how you feel. When I have been asked for substantial 

gifts, I also have felt that way. But when I met with my financial advisor who helped me to 

understand the financial options available to me, I found that I could actually create such a 

wonderful gift. And my family could enjoy knowing that we created something important.ò
 1 

 

As we enter a new period of medical change, financial issues will remain a major factor in the success of 

our educational institutions. Learning how to give and how to seek gifts will allow each of us to leave 

behind our footprint that we were here. 

 

 
1
Asking by Jerold Panas. Emerson and Church, Medfield, Mass, 2004. 
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          Professor  Pediatrics and Obstetrics and Gynecology 
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 Associate Professor Dermatology and Obstetrics and Gynecology (effective 9/1/10) 



 

 

 Mesut Muyan, D.V.M., Ph.D. 

 Research Professor Biochemistry and Biophysics and Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 

 Richard P. Phipps, Ph.D. 

Professor Environmental Medicine, Pediatrics, Microbiology and Immunology, Obstetrics and 

Gynecology, Ophthalmology and of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 

 

 Ellen L. Poleshuck, Ph.D.  

Associate Professor Psychiatry (Psychology), Family Medicine and Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 

 Jay Reeder, Ph.D. (effective 1/1/10) 

 Research Assistant Professor Imaging Sciences and Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 

Richard N. Wissler, M.D., Ph.D.  

Associate Professor Anesthesiology and Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 

CLINICAL FACULTY AT STRONG MEMORIAL HOSPITAL  
 

Clinical Professor ï 

 

David L. Gandell, M.D.  (effective 2/1/10) 

Henry M. Hess, M.D., Ph.D. (effective 4/1/10) 

Joseph J. Scibetta, M.D. 

Elizabeth D. Warner, M.D.  

 

Clinical Professor Emeritus - 

 

Richard E. Fullerton, M.D.  

Robert A. Stookey, M.D.  
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Dianne M. Edgar, M.D. (effective 6/1/10) 

Jeffrey R. Fichter, M.D.   
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Clinical Assistant Professor -  
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Clinical Instructor  - 

 

 Mary E. Ciranni-Callon, D.O. 
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 Julie C. Sandruck, M.D.  

 

Clinical Assistant ï 

  

 Wendy M. Featherstone, P.T. (effective 12/1/09) 

Heidi L. Zielinski, C.N.M., M.S. 

 

 

CLINICAL FACULTY AT HIGHLAND, ROCHESTER GENERAL AND OTHER AREA 

HOSPITALS  
 

 

Clinical Professor Emeritus ï 

 

Gerard T. Guerinot, M.D. 

Victor A. Poleshuck, M.D.  

 

Clinical Associate Professor -  

 

Abraham Lichtmacher, M.D. (effective 4/1/10) 

Richard C. Cherkis, M.D. 
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G. Theodore Ruckert, IV, M.D.  
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Madonna R. Tomani, M.D.  

Maggie D. Vill, M.D. 

 

Clinical Instructor  - 

 

Darushe Anissi, M.D. 
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Jeroo Bharucha, M.D. 

M. Elizabeth Bostock, M.D.  

Karen A. Bradley, M.D.  

J. Steven Burkhart, M.D. 

Paul A. Cabral, M.D.  

Michelle L. Chin, M.D.  

Joan Chisholm, M.D.  

Benjamin R. Christensen, M.D.  

Mary T. Cunnane, M.D.  

Tripta Dass, M.D. 

Tamara E. DiNolfo, M.D. 

Wendy M. Dwyer-Albano, M.D.  

Benjamin P. Fiorica, M.D.  

Heather B. Florescue, M.D.  

Donald J. Gabel, M.D. 

Marc S. Greenstein, D.O.  

Kelly A. Herron, M.D.  

Michelle M. Herron, M.D.  

Haldipur V. Janardhan, M.D. 

Angel L. Kerney, M.D.  

Judith E. Kerpelman, M.D.  

Carla P. Kovacs, M.D. (terminated 7/30/09) 

Mark S. Levine, M.D.  

Michael R. Mirwald, M.D. 

M. Jamil Mroueh, M.D.  

Marcy C. Mulconry, M.D. (effective 8/1/09) 

M. Raymond Naassana, M.D.  

Sandy K. Perry, M.D.  

Johann Piquion Joseph, M.D., M.P.H. (effective 11/1/10) 

Sraddha S. Prativadi, M.D. (effective 7/11/09) 

Colleen A.L. Raymond, M.D.  

Kathleen Robischon, M.D. 

Maureen R. Slattery, M.D.  

Katherine Stouter Lammers, M.D. 

Thomas R. Sweeney, M.D. 

Derek J. tenHoopen, M.D.  

Samuel E. Tripp, M.D.  

Richard Urban, M.D. 



 

Megan B. Vaules, M.D.  

Catalina M. Vial, M.D.  

 

Clinical Assistant 

 

 Marilyn S. Brooks, R.N.C., M.S.N., C.N.M. 

 Sandra A. Fischer, W.H.N.P., C.N.M., M.S.  

 Rosemary L. Janofsky, M.S.N., C.N.M.  

Margaret L. LaPierre, C.N.M., M.S., W.H.N.P.  

 Martha D. Thompson, M.S.N., C.N.M., W.H.N.P.  



 

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY HOUSESTAFF  

 

OUTGOING CHIEF RESIDENTS  
 

 

Kathryn Miles, MD 

Northwest Ob/Gyn 

Sacred Heart Doctorsô Bldg 

105 West 8
th
, Suite 6020 

Spokane, WA 99204 

 

 

Showieb A Shuja, MD 

Susquehanna OB/Gyn 

Upper Chesapeake Hospital 

Ambulatory Care Center, Suite 301 

520 Upper Chesapeake Drive 

Bel Air, MD 21014l 

 

Joycelyn Vardo, DO 

Triad Ob-Gyn 

13 Sawyer Street 

Wareham, MA 02751 

 

Olufunmilayo Odunuga, MD 

Crystal Run Health Care, LLP 

155 Crystal Run Road 

Middletown, NY 10941-4628 

 

Lily Tsai, MD 

Scripps Clinic Medical Group 

3811 Valley Centre Drive 

San Diego, CA 92130 

 

 

Sarah Warner, MD 

Ob/Gyn Associates of Erie  

100 Peach St. Suite 300 

Erie, PA 16507 

 

Yekaterina Rabkin, MD  

University of Rochester Medical Ctr. 

Department of OB/GYN, Box 668 

601 Elmwood Avenue 

Rochester, NY  14642 

 

 

 

Abigail Tucker, MD 

Lake Heath Physician Group ï OB/GYN 

9485 Mentor Ave. Suite 202 

Mentor, OH 44060 
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Natalie Bertoia, MD Erin Crosby, MD Elise Jensen Simons, MD 

Brianne Brandt-Griffith, MD  Miranda Harris-Glocker, MD Amanda Victory, MD 
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PGY3 (2010/2011) 
 

Jillian Babu, MD Lori Homa, MD Holly Sato, MD 

Nigel Campbell, MD Mitchell Linder, MD JoAnna Wawrzycki, MD 

Lisa Gray, MD Lisbeth Murphy, MD  

   

 

PGY2 (2010/2011) 
 

Brandy Becker, MD Jennifer Myers, MD Holly Stevens, MD 

Leigh Berven, MD Maureen Perdue, DO Natalie Whaley, MD 

Susan Bradford, MD Christopher Schwartzenburg, MD  

   

 

INTERNS (2010/2011) 
 

Emily Campito, MD Christine Horton, MD Brittany Paivanas, MD 

Elizabeth Fountaine, MD Kristin Klosterman, MD Smitha Vilasagar, MD 

Amy Hoeft, MD Courtney Olson-Chen, MD  

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACULTY ACTIVITIES  

 

 

 

 

University of Rochester 

 

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
 

 

 

July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 
 



 

FACULTY ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES  
 

  

Cynthia L. Angel, M.D. 

 

 Community: 

 

1. Medical Resource Counsel of Gildaôs Club of Rochester 

2. Board member of the Cancer Wellness Spa 

3. Adjunct Professor at Rochester Institute of Technology 

 

Emily S. Barrett, Ph.D. 

 

Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Organized first annual Research Womenôs Environmental Health workshop on Sept. 16, 

2009 (and successfully applied for funding for the workshop in 2010) 

2. Was accepted into and took CTSIôs competitive Science Writing Course 

3. Participated in URôs Teaching Excellence Seminar Series 

4. Participated in URMCôs Faculty Development programming 

5. Co-mentor to OB/GYN resident conducting research at the Center for Reproductive 

Epidemiology at URMC 

 

 Community: 

 

1. Served on Evaluation Advisory Group for Perinatal Network of Monroe County 

 

 National/International: 

 

1. Wrote monthly scientific reviews and media reviews of environmental health research for 

Environmental Health News website (http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/)from 

February 2010 onwards (4 pieces per month). 

 

Sarah J. Betstadt, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Medical Staff Council, Ob/Gyn representative 

2. Facilitated 2
nd

 Papaya workshop for Medial Students for Choice at University of 

Rochester, Family Planning lunch time lecture 

 

Gunhilde Buchsbaum, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Division Director, Urogynecology 

2. Fellowship Director, Female Pelvic Medicine and Reconstructive Surgery (Program 

reaccredited 2009 for four years) 

3. Task Force: Womenôs Health Initiative 

4. Resident and Medical Student Teaching 

 



 

 Community: 

 

1. Talks on Urinary Incontinence at ñSpeaking on Womenôs Healthò and 

ñThe Uniqueness of Womenôs Healthñ  

 

 National/International: 

 

 1. Peer reviewer for: 

a. American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology 

b. European Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology and Reproductive Biology 

c. Future Medicine 

d. International Urogynecology Journal 

e. Neurourology and Urodynamics 

f. Obstetrics & Gynecology 

 

2. Moderator at the annual scientific meeting of the American Urogynecological Society 

(AUGS) 

 

 3. AUGS Webinar sub-committee 

 

Elizabeth M. Cooper, C.N.M., Ed.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

  

1. Combined HH/SMH Credentialing and Privileging Committee 

2. HH Medical Executive Committee 

 3. HH OB Quality Improvement Committee 

 

 State: 

 

 1. Vice Chair, New York State Board of Midwifery 

   
Brent DuBeshter, M.D. 

 

Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Cancer Center Oncology Therapeutics Committee 

2. ACE Committee 

 

National: 

 

1. Society of Gynecologic Oncologists, Vice Chair of Finance Committee 

2. ACOG Regional nominating committee 

3. Reviewer: 

a. Gynecologic Oncology 

b. Journal of the American College of Surgeons 

c. Obstetrics & Gynecology 

d. International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer 

e. Cancer Detection and Prevention 

f. European Journal of Surgical Oncology 

g. Cancer Cytopathology 



 

 

Erin E. Duecy, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Surgical Simulation Committee 

2. Surgical Simulation Director for OB-GYN 

3. Coordinator, Urogynecology rotation for OB-GYN residents 

4. Coordinator, Urogynecology Elective for residents and medical students 

   

Constantino Fernandez, M.D. 

 

Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Teach medical students and residents as rotate through Womenôs Health Practice and in 

Operating Room. 

 2. Anthony Jordan Health Center Clinical Attending for Ambulatory Services OB/GYN. 

 3. WHP AC5 Family Planning Clinical Attending; Ambulatory Services. 

            4. Strong Memorial Hospital Gynecology Attending Continuity Clinic. 

            5. Hispanic Mini-Fellowship in OB/GYN and Pediatric [Yawman-Fernandez]       

                              

Community:   

 

1. Co-chair of Afro-American-Hispanic Conference. 

            2. Latino Health Coalition. 

 3. 2020 Performance Commission  

 4. University of Rochester Medical Center; Community Advisory Board 

                             

National/International: 

 

1.  Council of Medical Hispanics International Societies of The National Hispanic Medical 

Association. 

2. Dinner Organizing Committee of the Hispanic Health Professional Student Scholarship  

3. National Hispanic Medical Association Board of Directors Program Committee 

  

David C. Foster, M.D., M.P.H. 

 

Hospital and Medical School: 

 

 1. Chair, Gynecology Quality Assurance Committee 

2. Laser Safety Committee 

3. AOA Selection Committee 

 

National/International: 

 

1. Chair, International Society for the Study of Vulvovaginal Disease (ISSVD) Research 

Committee  

2. Medical Advisory Board of the National Vulvodynia Association 

3. NIH Center for Scientific Review, Healthcare Delivery and Methodology Review Group, 

ad hoc study section reviewer, 2009.    

  



 

J. Christopher Glantz, M.D. 

 

Hospital/Medical School: 

 

1. Chair, OB Practice Committee 

2. Director of Regional Perinatal Outreach 

3. Patient Safety and Risk Management Committee 

4. Course Director, Fourth Year Medical Student Electives in Maternal-Fetal Medicine, 

General OB-GYN, and Ambulatory OB-GYN 

 

Community: 

 

1. Co-Chair, Finger Lakes Regional Perinatal Forum 

2. Finger Lakes Regional Representative, ACOG/NYSDOH Safe Motherhood Initiative 

 

National: 

 

1. General OB/GYN Board Examiner, American Board of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

2. Electronic Fetal Monitoring (Exam) Content TeamðNational Certification Corporation 

3. Editorial Consultant for: 

a. Birth 

 b. Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 c. American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 

Adam Griffin, M.D.  

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Director, Fertility Preservation Program, Strong Fertility Center 

2. Associate Director, Advanced Pelvic Surgery Fellowship Program 

3. Quality Assurance Committee, Department of Ob-Gyn 

4. Faculty Performance Committee, Department of Ob-Gyn 

5. Lecturer, Basic Science Course, Genes to Generations 

6. Lecturer, Disease Processes and Therapeutics Course 

7. Lecturer, Residency Education Program, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

8. Lecturer, Endocrine Case Conferences 

 

 Community: 

 

 1. Volunteer, Womenôs Health Fair, Rochester Public Market, 2009 

 

David N. Hackney, M.D, M.S. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Department representative to the Medical Faculty Council.   

2. Course director, Disease Processes and Therapeutics ñReproductive Diseasesò 2
nd

 year 

medical student block.   

3. University of Rochester Medical Faculty Counsel Trainee Travel Award coordinator and 

reviewer of clinical grants.   

4. Alternate department representative to the Council of Medical Staff. 



 

 

Diane M. Hartmann, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Senior Associate Dean of Graduate Medical Education, University of Rochester School 

of Medicine.  Designated Institutional Official responsible for 70 residency/fellowship 

programs at the University (approximately 700 trainees).   

2. Chair of the Graduate Medical Education Committee.   

 

 National/International: 

 

1. Invited member, Obstetrics and Gynecology Milestone Group, Co-Sponsored by the 

ACGME, ACOG, and ABOG 

2. Chair, Council on Residency Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology 

3. Board of Directors Member, American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

4. Chair, Maintenance of Certification Committee, American Board of Obstetrics and 

Gynecology 

5. Residency Review Committee Member, ACGME RRC for Obstetrics/Gynecology 

6. Executive Council Member, Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and 

Gynecology 

7. Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology representative to the 

Organization of Program Directors (OPDA) of the Council of Medical Specialty 

Societies (CMSS) 

8. Oral Board Examiner, American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

9. Chair ñRoad to Maintaining Excellenceò program - Office Practice Section - American 

College of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

10. Chair of Task Force on Competency Based Education, Council on Resident Education in 

Obstetrics and Gynecology 

11. GME Leadership Development Course Design Team Member, American Association of 

Medical Colleges 

12. Governorôs Appointment, New York State Council on Graduate Medical Education 

(COGME) 

13. Faculty for Program Directors' School, Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and 

Gynecology 

14. Advisory Board, UPDATE: Continuing Education for the Obstetrician/Gynecologist, 

American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 

Kathleen M. Hoeger, M.D. 

 

Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Director, Division of Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility 

2. Dept of OB/GYN Advisory Committee on Education 

3. Academic Research Tract Executive Committee  

4. Human Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee 

 

National: 

 

Editorial Board Membership Ad hoc reviewer for: 

a. Fertility & Sterility 



 

b. Human Reproduction 

c. Diabetes Research and Clinical Practice 

d. Journal of Womenôs Health 

e. The New England Journal of Medicine 

f. Medicine & Science in Sports and Exercise 

g. Journal of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism 

h. Clinical Endocrinology 

i. Nutrition, Metabolism and Cardiovascular Disease 

2. FDA advisory committee on Reproductive Health Drugs 

 

Fred M. Howard, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Associate Chair for Academic Affairs, Obstetrics & Gynecology 

2. Division Director, Gynecologic Specialties 

3. Leadership Committee, Obstetrics & Gynecology 

4. Perioperative Quality Council 

5. ACE Executive Committee 

6. Director, Scibetta Fellowship in Advanced Laparoscopic Surgery 

 

 National/International: 

 

1. Chairman of the Board, International Pelvic Pain Society 

2. Board of Directors, International Society for Gynecologic Endoscopy 

3. Medical Advisory Board, Interstitial Cystitis Association 

4. Editorial Board, Journal of Minimally Invasive Gynecology 

5. Advisory Board, AAGL 

6. Board of Directors of the Council of Gynecological Endoscopy 

 

Vivian Lewis, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Acting Vice Provost, Faculty Development and Diversity and Acting Deputy to the 

President University of Rochester   

2. Associate Dean for Faculty Development- Women and Diversity  

3. Chair, Mentor Development Core- Clinical Translational Science Institute  

a. Ongoing evaluation and training of funded mentor/mentee pairs.  

b. Expanded mentor development curriculum offerings from 2 sessions to 8 

sessions and invited participation of entire faculty 

  c. Started a new scientific writing course for mentors and their protégées 

  d. Participating in writing of CTSI renewal 

 

 Community and NY State: 

 

1. Co-Chair, planning committee for Speaking of Womenôs Health- day long event 

sponsored by URMC and WXXI 

2. American College of Obstetrician-Gynecologists, NY State Chapter- Task force on 

Women and Heart disease- physician education (member) 

 



 

 National: 

 

1. Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development- 

Advisory Council 

2. American Society for Reproductive Medicine Fund Development Steering Committee  

 

Morton W. Miller, Ph.D.  

 

Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Education: delivered a lecture on 3/25/10 in TOX 530 (a graduate level course) on topic 

of ñHyperthermia-induced Birth Defects:  Thermal Dose and Isodose Relationsò 

 

National: 

 

1. Technical consultant to National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements 

(NCRP).  NCRP Scientific Committee 1-16 (Uncertainties in the Estimation of Radiation 

Risks and Probability of Disease Causation). 

 

Richard K. Miller, Ph.D.  

 

 Hospital and Medical School:         

 

 1. Co-Director, Rochester Regional NYS Childrenôs Environmental Health Center  

2. Director, Perinatal Environmental/Drug Consultation Service NYS Teratology 

Information Service     

4. Assistant Director, Strong Memorial Hospital Clinical   Chemistry Laboratory for 

Reproductive Endocrinology       

 5. Director,   NIH ï Womenôs Health Research Scholars Training Program   

 6. Interviewer, Medical School Admissions 

 

 Community: 

            

 1. Member, Executive Board, Pittsford Musicals 

 

 National/International:  

 

1. Scientific Review Board, TERIS, Computerized Teratogen  Information Service 

Reviews (Micromedex)  

2. Scientific Advisory Board,  US Ribavirin Pregnancy Registry 

3. Dysmorphologist,  US Ribavirin Pregnancy Registry  

4. Research Committee, Organization of Teratogen Information Services 

5. Occupational Committee, Organization of Teratogen Information Services. 

6. Chair, Drafting Committee for Teratology Society Position Paper on Herbal Usage during 

Pregnancy. 

7. Member, Public Affairs Committee, Teratology Society 

8. Consultant,  NIH Fetal Growth Restriction Project ï University of Tennessee 

9. Consultant, NIH- SBIR ï Placental Pathology and Autism ï ALPSEC Study. 

10. Organizing Committee, European Network of Teratology Information Services and the 

Organization of Teratology Information Services Joint Meeting in 2011 

11. Editorial Board of Trophoblast Research 



 

12. Reviewer for: 

a. American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

b. BirthDefects Research 

c. Environmental Health Perspective 

d. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 

e. Reproductive Toxicology 

f. Placenta 

g. Trophoblast Research 

 

Katrina Nicandri, M.D.  

 

 Hospital and Medical School:   

 

 1. Service Attending  

 2. Continuity Clinic Attending 

 3. Preceptor for Resident research projects 

 4. M&M presenter/coordinator 

 

 Community:   

 

 1. Anthony Jordan Health Center Attending 

 

Tulin Ozcan, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

 1. Director of Special Care Clinic 

2. Director of Ultrasound 

 

Eva Pressman, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Director, Maternal Fetal Medicine and Obstetrics 

2. Director, Reproductive Genetics 

3. Director, Maternal Fetal Medicine Fellowship Program 

4. Clinical Council Member 

5. OB Service Team Member 

6. OB/Gyn Quality Assurance Committee Member 

7. OB/Gyn Education Committee (ACE) Member 

 

 Community: 

 

 1. FF Thompson Hospital Perinatal Outreach  

 

 National/International: 

 

1. ACOG Obstetrics Practice Committee 

2. Adjunct Associate Professorship, Division of Nutritional Sciences, Cornell University 

 

 



 

John T. Queenan, Jr., M.D. 

 

Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Director, In-Vitro Fertilization Program, Strong Fertility and Reproductive Science 

Center  

2. Director of Andrology, Strong Fertility Center 

3. Director, Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis. Initiated the Preimplantation Genetic 

Diagnosis Program at Strong Fertility and Reproductive Science Center 

4. Director, Oocyte Donation Program, Division of Reproductive Endocrinology 

5. Teaching: 

a. Faculty Advisor: Ob/Gyn Student Interest Group:  Coordinate monthly lectures 

to 1
st
 and 2

nd
 year students. Arrange early clinical exposure to our field via 

ñshadowingò program. Foster interest in Ob/Gyn for URMC medical students. 

Since starting this project, the number of students who choose Ob-Gyn 

residencies at URMC has more than doubled. 

b. Clerkship Director, Obstetrics and Gynecology 620: Reproductive Endocrinology 

c. Preceptor. Surgical Skills Laboratory for Ob/Gyn Interns 

d. Lecturer: 

 1. Reproduction Section. Disease Processes and Therapeutics 2 

2. ñChoosing Sperm, Choosing Eggs.ò Molecules to Cells 

3. Basic Science Course: Fertilization and Human Embryo Implantation. 

From Genes to Generations. Double Helix Curriculum 

4. ACE Clerkship Curriculum. Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

5. Internal Medicine Residents, Core Curriculum 

 

Community: 

 

1. Professional Member and Guest Lecturer, Infertility Focus, Pittsford, NY 

 

National/International: 

                 

1. Communications Committee, ACOG District 2 

2. Ad hoc Editor, Fertility and Sterility 

3. Reviewer/Referee, Obstetrics and Gynecology 

4. External reviewer for: 

a. American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

b. Journal of Reproductive Medicine 

5. Chairman, CPT/Coding Committee, American Society for Reproductive Medicine, 

Birmingham, AL 

6. Speakerôs Bureau, Schering-Plough, Schering Corporation, Kenilworth, NJ 

7. ACOG Mentor Program 

8. CPT Advisory Committee, American Medical Association. Chicago, IL 

9. Sub-specialty Liaison, CPT/Coding Committee, American College of Obstetrics and 

Gynecology, Washington, DC 

 

Ruth Anne Queenan, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 



 

 1. ACE committee 

 2. CME committee 

 3. GME committee 

 4. Ad Hoc promotions committee 

 5. EPIC committee 

 

 National/International: 

 

 1. ACOG district 2 planning committee for the annual district meeting 

 

Sireesha Y. Reddy, M.D. 

 

Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Ob/Gyn Medical Student Education Director 

2. Director, General Gynecology and Obstetrics Division 

2. Consultant and advisor to REACH Clinic (Referral and Evaluation Service for Abused 

Children) 

3. Third- and Fourth-Year Medical Student Instruction Committee 

4. Advisory Committee on Education in Ob/Gyn 

 

Rajesh K. Srivastava, Ph.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School:  

 

 1. Actively participated in resident and medical students teaching at REIU. 

  

Nancy L. Stanwood, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

 1. Director, Family Planning Service 

 2. Coordinator, annual medical school Contraceptive Seminar 

 

 National/International: 

 

1. Physicians for Reproductive Choice and Health, Board Member and Secretary of the 

Executive Committee 

   

Christopher J. Stodgell, Ph.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

 1. Vice-Chair Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 

 2. Interviewer for Medical School Admissions 

 

 National/International: 

 

1. Autism Integration Panel for the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program 

2. Teratology Website Committee 

 



 

 

Shanna H. Swan, Ph.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

 1. Director of Research Division 

 2. Chair search: Biostatistics and Computational Biology 

3. Lectures: Toxicology 522, Tox 530, ART,  

 

 National/International: 

 

1. Science Communication Network Advisory Committee  

2. CHE Environmental Contaminants and Fertility/Early Pregnancy Compromise Work 

Group  

  

Loralei Thornburg, M. D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Co-director of Thursday Perinatology Education & Research Seminar 

2. Quality Assurance Committee for Obstetrics 

3. SMH Perinatal liaison, RGH Obstetrical Morbidity and Mortality Committee 

4. Co-chair, Resident Educational Curriculum Committee 

5. Medical Associate Editor, Perifacts 

 

 Community: 

 

1. Co-director, Regional Perinatal Forum 

 

Eugene P. Toy, M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. Laboratory Testing Advisory Committee (LTAC), Rochester General Hospital 

2. Clinical Service Quality Assurance Committee, Highland Hospital 

3. American College of Surgeons, Cancer Staging Subcommittee, Strong Memorial 

Hospital/Highland Hospital 

4. Cancer Center Quality Assurance Committee, Strong Memorial Hospital/Highland 

Hospital 

 

James R. Woods, Jr., M.D. 

 

 Hospital and Medical School: 

 

1. ACOG Advisory Council/ACOG Patient Safety Committee 

2. Advisory Committee on Education (ACE) ï Obstetrics & Gynecology 

3. Clinical Chiefs  

4. Clinical Quality Subcommittee 

5. Chair of Council of Clinical Chairs 

6. MCIC OB Clinical Leadership Committee 

7. MEDSAC 



 

8. MEDSAC Steering Committee 

9. Strong Credentials Committee 

10. URMFG Executive Committee 

11. URMFG Q1 Subcommittee 

 

 Community: 

 

1. Anthony Jordan Health Center Ob/Gyn Clinic 

2. Patient Safety Initiative Meetings  

3. Women's Health Center Advisory Council 

  

 National/International: 

 

1. Chief Editor of Peri-FACTS, a national e-journal for obstetric care providers.  This e-

journal is published by the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology and reaches over 

600 hospitals and 202 colleges in the United States. 

 

 

 

  

 



 

FACULTY GRANT SUPPORT  

 
This is a list of the current active grants in the Ob/Gyn department.  Grants are included if the budget year 

begins during the report year.  The costs listed are total costs and include any indirects.   

 

 

Brent DuBeshter,  M.D. 

 

Title : Ph III, Open Label, Randomized, 2 arm Study of Ixabepilone Admin every 21 days vs 

Paclitaxel or Doxorubicin Admin every 21 days in Women w/Advancedé 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, CA163-106-112 

Project Period Funding: $39,870 

Project Period Effective Dates: 02/01/10  -  01/31/13 

Budget Year Funding: $8,500 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 02/01/10  -  01/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Michael K. Flynn, M.D. 

 

Title : Are intracellular Bacteria Present in the Urothelium of Patients Overactive Bladders? 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, letter dated 1/20/05 

Project Period Funding: $10,068 

Project Period Effective Dates: 02/01/05  -  12/31/10 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

David C. Foster, M.D.  

 

Title : A Natural History Study of Skin Color Genetics, Yeast and Chronic Genital Pain 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, letter dated 2/20/07 

Project Period Funding: $10,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 03/01/07  -  02/28/11 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention  

Budget Year Effective Dates: 02/28/10  -  02/28/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Title : Prevalence Cost Extention of epithelial to mesendchymal transition resulting from steroid 

treatment of Vulvar Lichen Sclerosus and Lichen Planus 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 1/14/10 

Project Period Funding: $12,765 

Project Period Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: $12,765 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 



 

J. Christopher Glantz, M.D. 

 

Title : The Effect of Clindamycin on Vaginal Group B Streptococcus Counts 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 1/7/09 

Project Period Funding: $10,250 

Project Period Effective Dates: 02/15/09  -  02/14/11 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention  

Budget Year Effective Dates: 02/15/10  -  02/14/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

David N. Hackney, M.D. 

 

Title : Gene expression pathways in the responses of fetal membranes to uterine bleeding 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 1/7/09 

Project Period Funding: $15,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 02/15/09  -  02/14/11 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention  

Budget Year Effective Dates: 02/15/10  -  02/14/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Monique Ho, M.D. 

 

Title : Culture and Differentiation of Second Trimester Amniotic Fluid-Derived Stem Cells 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, letter dated 2/14/08 

Project Period Funding: $45,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 02/14/08  -  03/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 04/01/10  -  03/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Vivian Lewis, M.D. 

 

Title : RNA Expression Analysis of Endometrial Biopsies Comparing Placebo, Bazedoxifene/CE, 

and Raloxifene 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, 3115A1-1125-WW 

Project Period Funding: $1,700 

Project Period Effective Dates: 09/15/09  -  09/14/10 

Budget Year Funding: $1,525 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 09/15/09  -  09/14/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Title : Evaluation of Changes in Mammographic Breast Density Association with Bazedoxifene 

Acetate/Conjugated Estrogens, Raloxifene and Placebo in Post-Menopausal Women 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, 3115AI-4000-WW 

Project Period Funding:  $4,175 

Project Period Effective Dates: 03/02/09 ï 06/30/10 



 

Budget Year Funding: $1,350 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 03/02/09 ï 06/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Anna Rosa McNanley, M.D. 

 

Title : A novel mouse model for pelvic organ prolapse 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 1/7/09 

Project Period Funding: $5,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 02/15/09  -  02/14/11 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 02/15/10  -  02/14/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Richard K.  Miller,  Ph.D. 

 

Title : Genetic and environmental factors in Fetal Growth Restriction:  a rat model 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: US-Israel Binational Science Foundation, 2007228 

Project Period Funding: $33,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 10/01/08  -  09/30/12 

Budget Year Funding: $7,372 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 10/01/09  -  09/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 4% 

 

Title : Nanoparticles in the Human Placenta: Toxicokinetics 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: NIH, R03 HD059027-01A1 

Project Period Funding: $153,500 

Project Period Effective Dates: 07/01/09  -  06/30/11 

Budget Year Funding: $77,000 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 07/01/09  -  06/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 5% 

 

Title : Human placental toxicity of bisphenol: a pilot study 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 1/14/10 

Project Period Funding: $15,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: $15,000 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 4% 

 

Shawn P. Murphy, Ph.D. 

  

Titl e: MHC class II antigen expression in trophoblast 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 1/7/09 

Project Period Funding: $15,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 01/01/09  -  12/31/10 



 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Title : Immune Gene Regulation in Human Trophoblast Cells 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: NIH, 1 R01 HD056183-01A2 

Project Period Funding: $1,290,660 

Project Period Effective Dates: 09/10/09  -  06/30/13 

Budget Year Funding: $330,632 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 09/10/09  -  06/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 40% 

 

Title : Transfection of Primary Cells from Reproductive Tissues 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 9/16/09 

Project Period Funding: $15,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 10/01/09  -  09/30/10 

Budget Year Funding: $15,000 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 10/01/09  -  09/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Tulin  Ozcan, M.D. 

 

Title : The Impact of Sera from Women with Inherited Thrombophilia and Adverse Pregnancy 

Outcome on Extravillous Trophoblast Differentiation 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, letter dated 1/20/05 

Project Period Funding: $10,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 01/01/05  -  12/30/10 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Title : Soluble fms-like tyrosine kinase, Placental Growth Factor levels as predictors of 

preeclampsia prior to onset of symptoms in pregnant women, as an ... 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Ortho-Clinical Diagnostics, 06-007 

Project Period Funding: $134,200 

Project Period Effective Dates: 08/28/07  -  06/30/10 

Budget Year Funding: $14,302 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  06/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 5% 

 

Eva K. Pressman, M.D. 

 

Title : Effect of Maternal Obesity on Fetal Metabolism and Growth: A Pilot Study 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, letter dated 11/30/05 

Project Period Funding: $10,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 12/01/05  -  08/31/10 



 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 09/01/09  -  08/31/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 1% 

 

Patricia M. Rodier, Ph.D. 

 

Title : Gene-Environment Interactions in Teratogen-Induced Autism 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 3/11/10 

Project Period Funding: $28,208 

Project Period Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: $28,208 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Christopher J. Stodgell, Ph.D. 

 

Title : Gene Expression in Neural Tube Defects: Studies in the Cohen Rat Model 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, letter dated 3/8/07 

Project Period Funding: $45,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 04/01/07  -  03/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 04/01/10  -  03/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 1% 

 

Title : Integrated pathway analysis for genetic data 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation , Notification dated 9/16/09 

Project Period Funding: $10,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 10/01/09  -  09/30/10 

Budget Year Funding: $10,000 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 10/01/09  -  09/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 1% 

 

Title : Training in statistical genetics 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 1/14/10 

Project Period Funding: $3,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: $3,000 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: none 

 

Shanna H. Swan, Ph.D. 

  

Title : FDP - Current-use Pesticides: Assessing Exposure and Spermatoxicity 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Environmental Protection Agency, RD-83251501-0 

Project Period Funding: $672,821 

Project Period Effective Dates: 09/01/05  -  08/31/10 



 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 09/01/09  -  08/31/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 4% 

 

Title : NICHD National Children's Study (NCS) Study Centers, NY-NJ Study Center, Monroe 

County Study Location 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mt. Sinai School of Medicine/ NIH, 749296 

Project Period Funding: $5,417,502 

Project Period Effective Dates: 09/26/08  -  09/25/10 

Budget Year Funding: $ 225,975 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 02/01/10  -  09/25/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 14% 

 

Title : Researching women's environmental health workshop 2009 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: NIH, R13 ES017589-01 

Project Period Funding: $6,875 

Project Period Effective Dates: 07/01/09  -  06/30/10 

Budget Year Funding: $6,875 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 07/01/09  -  06/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 4% 

 

Title : Prenatal Bisphenol A and Sexually Dimorphic Neurodevelopment 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: NIH, 1 RC2 ES018736-01 

Project Period Funding: $1,441,978 

Project Period Effective Dates: 09/27/09  -  07/31/10 

Budget Year Funding: $820,016 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 09/27/09  -  07/31/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 20% 

 

Title : The Infant Development and the Environmental Study (TIDES) 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: 5 R01 ES016863-02 

Project Period Funding: $3,716,010 

Project Period Effective Dates: 08/15/09  -  05/31/14 

Budget Year Funding: $912,418 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 06/01/10  -  05/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 19% 

 

Title : Administrative Supplement - The Infant Development and the Environmental Study 

(TIDES) 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: 3 R01 ES016863-02S2 

Project Period Funding: $14,307 

Project Period Effective Dates: 08/15/09  -  05/31/14 

Budget Year Funding: $14,307 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 06/01/10  -  05/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 0%  
 



 

Loralei L. Thornburg, M.D.  

 

Title : Serum Procalcitonin for Prediction of Chorioamnionitis in Preterm Premature Rupture of 

Membranes 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, letter dated 2/14/08 

Project Period Funding: $10,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 04/01/08  -  03/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 04/01/10  -  03/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Title : Postpartum testing for diabetes mellitus in women with gestational diabetes mellitus 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 3/11/10 

Project Period Funding: $12,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: $12,000 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Eugene P. Toy, M.D. 

 

Title : Discrimination of cervical cancer using optical detection of the novel biomarker PDIP38 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, Notification dated 1/7/09 

Project Period Funding: $15,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 01/01/09  -  12/31/10 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 01/01/10  -  12/31/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

Ronald W. Wood, Ph.D. 

 

Title : Murine slow onset outlet obstruction as a model of human voiding dysfunction 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: NIH, R01 DK075036-03 

Project Period Funding: $1,106,586 

Project Period Effective Dates: 08/01/07  -  06/30/11 

Budget Year Funding: $278,447 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 07/01/09  -  06/30/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 82% 

 

Tit le: Administrative Supplement - Murine slow onset outlet obstruction as a model of human 

voiding dysfunction 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: NIH, 3 R01 DK075036-03S1 

Project Period Funding: $98,211 

Project Period Effective Dates: 08/01/07  -  08/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: $98,211 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 09/28/09  -  08/31/11 



 

Faculty Percent Effort: faculty effort covered by parent grant 

 

Title : Novel Methods for the Study of Murine Voiding Dysfunction and Pelvic Anatomy 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: Mae Stone Goode Foundation, letter dated 2/14/08 

Project Period Funding: $10,000 

Project Period Effective Dates: 02/14/08  -  03/31/11 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 04/01/10  -  03/31/11 

Faculty Percent Effort: 2% 

 

James R. Woods, Jr., M.D. 

  

Title : Rochester Women's Reproductive Health Research Program 

Position: Principle Investigator 

Source of Funding: NIH, K12 HD001332-10 

Project Period Funding: $1,906,244 

Project Period Effective Dates: 04/27/05  -  12/31/10 

Budget Year Funding: No Cost Extention 

Budget Year Effective Dates: 04/01/10  -  12/31/10 

Faculty Percent Effort: 0%  

 

 

 

 



 

FACULTY HONORS AND AWARDS  
 

 

Emily S. Barrett, Ph.D. 

 

1. Selected as an Environmental Health Science Communication fellow for 2010 

 

Jennifer Droz, M.D. 

 

1. ACOG Board Certification, November 2009 

 

Danielle Durie, M.D. 

 

 1. Completed Master of Public Health degree, May 2010 

 

Constantino Fernandez, M.D. 

  

1. National American Hispanic Medical Association Leadership Award (Leadership in 

improving the health of the Hispanics in The USA 2009) 

 

David Foster, M.D. 

 

1. Best Member Paper Award for presentation of  ñVulvar Vestibulitis Clinical Trial 

outcomes following oral desipramine and topical lidocaineò.  XX World Congress, 

Edinburgh, Scotland, September 13-17, 2009.  

 

David Hackney, M.D., M.S. 

 

1. CREOG 2010 National Faculty Award for Excellence in Resident Education (given by 

the Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology in recognition of 

excellence in resident teaching. 

 

Richard K. Miller, Ph.D.  

 

 1. Recertification - New York State Clinical Laboratory Director 

 

John T. Queenan, Jr., M.D. 

 

1. Speakers Award for Rochester TORCH Club 

 

2. Americaôs Top Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Consumer Research Council of America 

Washington, DC 2009, 2010 

 

3. Strong Stars, Patient Recognition Award (several awards in 2009-2010) 

 

4. APGO Excellence in Teaching Award (given by the Association of Professors of 

Gynecology and Obstetrics and the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology in 

recognition of excellence in teaching with an emphasis on undergraduate education.  

 

 



 

Sireesha Reddy, M.D. 

 

 1. Strong Stars - Hospital Recognition for Outstanding Service 

 

Christopher Stodgell, Ph.D. 

 

1. Patent on HOXA1 Association with Autism licensed to IntegraGen, to be included in a 

genetic test of autism spectrum disorders 

 

2. Elected to the University Faculty Senate 

 

Shanna Swan, Ph.D. 

 

1. Environmental Health Sciences Outstanding Paper of the Year (2009) 

 

Loralei Thornburg , M.D. 

 

1. Mentee, Mitch Linder recipient of both:  Medical Faculty Council Trainee Travel Award 

for 2010 & National ACOG award ñJohn M. Thorp, Jr., MD Resident and Fellow 

Research Awardò for work on the project Vertical vs. Horizontal cesarean section 

incision in the Morbidly Obese.  

 

2. Invited speaker:  

a. Townsend Teaching Day Speaker, Obesity and Long term Maternal Outcomes, 

March 30, 2010 

b. Emergency Room Obstetric Deliveries- Grand Rounds, Department of 

Emergency Medicine, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY January 14, 2010 

3. Selected as Deanôs Teaching fellow, March 2010 for 2010-2012 cycle 

 

James R. Woods, Jr., M.D. 

 

1. Award for Outstanding District Service  by the American Congress of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists, May 19, 2010.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FACULTY PRESENTATIONS AT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL MEETINGS  
 

 

Sarah J. Betstadt, M.D. 

 

1. Family Planning Fellowship Psychosocial Workshop.  Participated in panel on 

complications in San Francisco, May 2010. 

 

Constantino Fernandez, M.D. 

 

1. ñBuilding a health care force for the Hispanic Community ñat the NHMA 14th annual 

Conference in Washington, DC, March 25-28, 2010. 

            

2. ñSexual dysfunctionò at Nuevo Dia Church, May 5, 2010.                                                 

 

Danielle Durie, M.D. 

 

1. Durie D, Campbell N, Sato H, Weinschreider J, Edell K, Pressman E:  Two low dose 

oxytocin induction protocols: Effects on tachysystole, fetal heart rate patterns and mode 

of delivery.  Am J Obstet Gynecol  2009; 201 (supplement 1):S106 at the 2010 Annual 

Meeting of the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, February 1-6, 2010, Chicago, IL. 

 

2. Durie D, Victory A, Knight K, Walker B, Somers K, Pressman E, Thornburg L:   Early 

testing for glucose intolerance in the obese gravida.  Am J Obstet Gynecol  2009; 201 

(supplement 1):S106 at the 2010 Annual Meeting of the Society for Maternal-Fetal 

Medicine, February 1-6, 2010, Chicago, IL. 

 

3. Victory A, Durie D, Knight K, Somers K, Walker B, Pressman EK, Thornburg, L:  

Utility of Baseline Liver Function Testing in Morbidly Obese Patients.  Obstet Gynecol 

2010 at the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 58th Annual Clinical 

Meeting (ACM) in San Francisco, California, May 15 - 19, 2010.  

 

4. Durie D, Knight K, Somers K, Walker B, Pressman E, Thornburg L:  Impact of the 

timing of glucose screening on maternal and neonatal outcomes in morbidly obese 

women.  Obstet Gynecol 2010 at the American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists 58th Annual Clinical Meeting (ACM) in San Francisco, California, May 

15 - 19, 2010.  

 

5. Linder M, Durie D, Walker B, Glantz JC, Pressman EK, Thornburg LL: Vertical vs. 

Horizontal cesarean section incision in the Morbidly Obese.  Obstet Gynecol 2010 at the 

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 58th Annual Clinical Meeting 

(ACM) in San Francisco, California, May 15 - 19, 2010.  

 

David C. Foster, M.D., M.P.H. 

 

1. Invited lecture: ñMedical therapeutics for vulvar painò at the ISSVD Post Graduate 

course in Edinburgh Scotland, September 2009. 

 

2. Participant in ñStump the Professorsò at the ISSVD  XX World Congress, Edinburgh, 

Scotland, September 13-17, 2009. 

 



 

J. Christopher Glantz, M.D. 

 

1. Hackney DN, Glantz JC:  Is Cervical Cerclage Associated with an Increased Risk of 

Chorioamnionitis?  Poster presentation at the Society for Gynecologic Investigation 57
th
 

Annual Meeting, Orlando, Florida, 2010. 

 

Adam Griffin, M.D.  

 

1. Griffin AM : ñAmniotic fluid derived cells and their use in stem cell applicationsò  at the 

Society for Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility T-32 Grant Special Research 

Presentation, American Society for Reproductive Medicine in Atlanta, GA, October 

2009. 

 

2. Gargiulo AR, Griffin AM:  ñRobotic adenomyomectomyò Video Presentation at the 

American Society of Reproductive Medicine in Atlanta, GA, October 2009. 

 

3. Gargiulo AR, Griffin AM, Skiadas CC: ñSafe fast-track teaching of robotic tubal 

reanastamosis" Video Presentation at the American Society of Reproductive Medicine in  

Atlanta, GA, October 2009. 

 

4. Gargiulo AR, Skiadas CC, Griffin AM. Rapin M, Henes J, D'Ambra MN: "Robotic tubal 

reanastomosis: A description of the technique in 3D anaglyphic video" Video 

Presentation at the American Society of Reproductive Medicine in Atlanta, GA, October 

2009. 

 

David N. Hackney, M.D., M.S. 

 

1. Hackney DN, Glantz JC:  Is a cervical cerclage associated with an increased risk of 

chorioamnionitis?  as a poster presentation at the  Society of Gynecologic Investigation 

annual meeting March 2010. 

 

Diane M. Hartmann, M.D. 

 

1. ñFinancing for Graduate Medical Educationò at the Council of University Chairs of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA, May 2010. 

 

2. ñDeveloping a Curriculum and Assessment Methodsò at the Council on Resident 

Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology Program Directorsô School in Chicago, IL, May 

2010. 

 

3. ñEducating Physicians for the 21
st
 Centuryò as a Visiting Professor at the Resident 

Research Day, University of Arizona in Tucson, AZ, April 2010. 

 

4. ñGME Outcomes:  Are We Developing Practitioners for the 21
st
 Century?ò at the  AAMC 

2009 Annual Meeting in Boston, MA, November 2009. 

 

Elizabeth Heavey, CNM, M.S. 

 

1. ñDon't miss an opportunity for preconception care intervention:  Ask teens about 

pregnancy desireò at the International meeting, Society for Adolescent Health and 

Medicine in  Toronto, Canada, April 8, 2010.  



 

 

Kathleen M. Hoeger, M.D. 

 

1. Hoeger KM, Odunuga O, Talbott E, Swan S, Guzick DS:  Menstrual Cycle Patterns and 

Relationship to Metabolic Risk in Women with Polycystic Ovary Syndrome as an 

abstract presentations at the 57
th
 Annual Meeting of the Society for Gynecologic 

Investigation in Orlando, FL, 2010. 

 

2. Partridge A, Smith D, Paulhamus L, Queenan J, Hoeger K, Srivastava R:  Assessment of 

early cleavage and its predictive value on embryo selection and pregnancy in IVF cycles 

as an abstract presentations at the 65
th
 Annual Meeting of the American Society for 

Reproductive Medicine in Atlanta, GA, Oct 2009. 

 

3. Smith D, Paulhamus L, Partridge A, Queenan J, Hoeger K, Srivastava R: Can number of 

four-cell embryos on day 2 be used to determine day 3 or day 5 transfer? As an abstract 

presentations at the 65
th
 Annual Meeting of the American Society for Reproductive 

Medicine in Atlanta, GA, Oct 2009. 

 

4.  ñRisk versus Reality and Risk Prevention in PCOSò at the 3
rd
 Peacocks Symposium in 

Istanbul, Turkey, September 2009. 

 

5.  ñPCOS Origins and Destinyò at the ASRM SREI post graduate course, Lectures:  ñLong-

term cardiovascular risks and their preventionò ñChildhood and adolescent management 

of PCOS-how early and how effectively can it be treated?ò  Debate: ñThe Rotterdam 

criteria have not simplified the diagnosis of PCOSò Atlanta, October 2009. 

 

6.  ñPolycystic Ovary Syndrome: When does it start?ò at the ASRM Roundtable luncheon, 

October 2009. 

 

7. ñPolycystic Ovary Syndrome: Risk versus Reality and Risk Preventionò as Invited Grand 

Rounds at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Dept of OB/GYN, New York, 

December 2009. 

 

8. ñAdolescent PCOS: Can we prevent an epidemicò at the Endocrine Society Annual 

Meeting, Clinical Symposium in San Diego, June 2010.  

 

Fred M. Howard, M.D. 

 

1. Howard FM: ñEssential Elements of Evaluation of Chronic Pelvic Painò at the Society of 

Laparoendoscopic Surgeons in Boston, September 11, 2009. 

 

2. Howard FM: ñMechanism based treatment of chronic pelvic painò at the International 

Pelvic Pain Society Annual Meeting in Phoenix, Arizona, October 16, 2009. 

 

3. Howard FM:  ñMyofascial Pain Syndromes & Essential Elements of Evaluationò at the 

Pelvic Diseases and Reconstructions ï Chronic Pelvic Pain Conference, Peking 

University Shenzhen Hospital, Shenzhen, China, October 26-27, 2009. 

 

4. Howard FM: ñThe short form McGill pain questionnaire as a diagnostic tool in women 

with chronic pelvic painò at the 38
th
 Global Congress of Minimally Invasive Gynecology, 

AAGL in  Orlando, Florida, November 17, 2009. 



 

 

5. Howard FM: Chair. Postgraduate Course: Understanding, investigating, and managing 

chronic pelvic pain. 38
th
 Global Congress of Minimally Invasive Gynecology, AAGL in 

Orlando, Florida November 16, 2009. 

 

6. Howard FM: 1. Fisiopatologia de la Endometriosis. 2. Que lugar tienen los bloques. 3 

Update on endometriosis. 4. Es la histerectomia lo solucion de dolor pelvico cronico. 

XXVII Congreso Nacional de Obstetrica y Ginecologia de Colombia. Cali, Colombia, 

May 21, 2010. 

 

Kristin Knight, M.D.  

 

1. Victory AJ, Somers K, Walker B, Knight K, Pressman EK, Durie D, Thornburg LL: 

ñImpact of the timing of glucose screening on maternal and neonatal outcomes in morbidly 

obese womenò as a Poster presentation at  American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists 58
th
 Annual Clinical Meeting (ACM) in San Francisco, CA. May 15-19, 

2010. 

 

2. Victory AJ, Somers K, Walker B, Knight K, Pressman EK, Durie D, Thornburg LL: ñUtility 

of baseline liver function testing in morbidly obese patientsò as a Poster presentation at  

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 58
th
 Annual Clinical Meeting (ACM) 

in San Francisco, CA. May 15-19, 2010. 

 

3. Knight K, Sukalich S, Mingione M, Thornburg L, Pressman E: ñEffect of maternal obesity 

on fetal metabolism and growth: a pilot studyò Abstract in Am J Obstet Gynecol 2009; 

201(6): S136 as a Poster presentation at Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine Annual 

Meeting in Chicago, IL. January 2010. 

 

4. Durie D, Victory A, Knight K, Walker B, Somers K, Pressman E, Thornburg L:  ñEarly 

glucose testing in the obese gravidò Abstract in Am J Obstet Gynecol 2009; 201(6): S106 as 

a Poster presentation at Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine Annual Meeting in Chicago, 

IL. January 2010. 

 

Anna McNanley, M.D. 

 

1. Buchsbaum GM, Ahmed S, Perevich M, McNanley AR, Glantz JC: ñUroflow 

Measurements in Healthy Female Volunteersò as an Oral poster presentation, 

International Urogynecology Association (IUGA) Annual Scientific Meeting in Como, 

Italy, June 2009. 

 

2. McNanley AR, Duecy EE, Flynn MK, Buchsbaum GM: ñRecovery After Robotic 

Sacrocolpopexy: the Patientsô Perspectiveò as a Poster presentation, IUGA Annual 

Scientific Meeting, Como, Italy, June 2009.  Accepted for poster presentation, American 

Urogynecologic Society (AUGS) Annual Scientific Meeting in Hollywood, Florida, 

September 2009. 

 

3. Duecy EE, McNanley AR, Buchsbaum GM:  ñLong-Term Outcomes and Patient 

Satisfaction After Colpocleisis for Advanced Pelvic Organ Prolapseò as a Poster 

presentation, IUGA Annual Scientific Meeting, Como, Italy, June 2009.  Accepted for 

oral poster presentation, AUGS Annual Scientific Meeting, Hollywood, Florida, 

September 2009. 



 

 

4. Duecy EE, McNanley AR, Buchsbaum GM:  ñSexuality and Sexual Activity in Women 

after Colpocleisisò as an Oral poster presentation, IUGA Annual Scientific Meeting, 

Como, Italy, June 2009.  Accepted for oral presentation, AUGS Annual Scientific 

Meeting, Hollywood, Florida, September 2009. 

 

Richard K. Miller, Ph.D.  

 

1. ñRegulating Herbal Preparations ï The Time Has Come!ò as Chair and Speaker at the 

Teratology Society Public Affairs Symposium ï Herbal Supplement Usage During 

Pregnancy in Louisville, Kentucky, June 29, 2010. 

 

2. ñDoes Treatment of Premature Labor with Terbutaline Increase the Risk of Autism 

Spectrum Disorders (ASD)?ò at the Organization of Teratology Information Specialists, 

Rapid Fire Teratogens Symposium in Louisville, Kentucky June 26, 2010. 

 

3. ñEnvironmental and Occupational Exposures during Pregnancyò at the New York State 

Perinatal Association Annual Meeting as Invited State of the Art Speaker in Albany, June 

17, 2010. 

 

4. ñManaging Lead Exposures during Pregnancyò at the Rochester Regional Perinatal 

Forum in Penn Yan, New York,  June 10, 2010. 

 

5. ñNanomedicine ï Nanotechnology and the Placenta ï The New Frontierò at the Placenta 

Association of the Americas/ Society for Gynecologic Investigation ï Symposium ï New 

Technology in Placental Research in Orlando, Florida, March 24, 2010. 

 

6. ñPregnancy ï Redefining Life in the Real World -  Environmental and Occupational 

Risksò at the Rochester Community Lecture ï Coalition for a Lead-free Community in 

Rochester, New York  December 14, 2009. 

 

7. ñPregnancy ï Redefining Life in the Real World ï Risk Assessment for Medications, 

Occupations, Environment:  What are the Risks?  When is X not X?ò at the Rochester 

Regional Obs/Gyn Grand Rounds in Rochester, New York, October 29, 2009. 

 

8. ñTransfer of Drugs and Infectious Agentsò at the  Teratology Society ï Symposium - Risk 

Factors for Adverse Pregnancy Outcome Surrounding Necessary Pharmaceutical Therapy: 

 Disease and Treatment in Puerto Rico, June 27 ï July 1 2009. 

 

9. Organization of Teratology Information Specialists - Symposium on Research 

Approaches -   Chair in Puerto Rico, July 27 ï July 1 2009. 

 

Shawn Murphy, Ph.D. 

 

1. ñImmune gene regulation in trophoblast cellsò at the Annual Human Placenta Biology 

Workshop, Queenôs University in Kingston, Ontario, Canada, July, 2009.   

 

2.  ñHistone deacetylases repress IFN-  responsive gene expression in mouse trophoblast 

cellsò during the plenary session of the American Society of Reproductive Immunology 

meeting in May, 2010. 

 



 

Eva K. Pressman, M.D. 

 

1. Dadiz R, Weinschreider J, Schriefer J, Greves C, Crosby E, Pressman E, Guillet R: 

Development of a Simulation-Based Training Program To Improve Communication 

between Neonatal and Obstetric Providers at the Pediatric Academic Society Meeting in 

Vancouver, British Columbia, May 1-4, 2010. 

 

2. Linder M, Durie D, Walker B, Glantz JC, Pressman E, Thornburg L: Vertical vs. 

Horizontal cesarean section incision in the Morbidly Obese as a Poster Presentation at the 

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 58th Annual Clinical Meeting 

(ACM) in San Francisco, California, May 15 - 19, 2010.  

 

3. Victory A, Somers K, Walker B, Knight K, Pressman E, Durie D, Thornburg L: Impact 

of the timing of glucose screening on maternal and neonatal outcomes in morbidly obese 

women as a Poster Presentation at the American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists 58th Annual Clinical Meeting (ACM) in San Francisco, California, May 

15 - 19, 2010.  

 

4. Victory A, Somers K, Walker B, Knight K, Pressman E, Durie D, Thornburg L: Utility of 

Baseline Liver Function Testing in Morbidly Obese Patients as a Poster Presentation at 

the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 58th Annual Clinical Meeting 

(ACM) in San Francisco, California, May 15 - 19, 2010.  

 

5. Durie D, Campbell N, Sato H, Weinschreider J, Edell K, Pressman E: Two low dose 

oxytocin induction protocols: Effects on tachysystole, fetal heart rate patterns and mode 

of delivery as a Poster Presentation at the 2010 Annual Meeting of the Society for 

Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Chicago, February 1-6, 2010. 

 

6. Durie D, Victory A, Knight K, Walker B, Somers K, Pressman E, Thornburg T:  Early 

glucose testing in the obese gravida as a Poster Presentation at the 2010 Annual Meeting 

of the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Chicago, February 1-6, 2010. 

 

7. Knight K, Sukalich S, Mingione M, Thornburg L, Pressman E:  Effect of Maternal 

Obesity on Fetal Metabolism and Growth: A Pilot Study as a Poster Presentation at the  

2010 Annual Meeting of the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Chicago, February 1-6, 

2010. 

 

8. Dadiz R, Weinschreider J, Schriefer J, Greves C, Crosby E, Pressman E, Guillet R: 

Development of a communication skills curriculum for pediatric and obstetric providers 

using high-fidelity simulation at the Tenth Annual International Meeting on Simulation in 

Healthcare, Phoenix, AR, January 2010.  

 

John T. Queenan, Jr., M.D. 

 

1. ñOctuplets: A Collision between Technology and Ethics.ò Web Grand Rounds Video 

Presentation at the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Ohio State University, 

Columbus, OH.  mms://streaming1.osu.edu/media3/obgyn09/john_queenan_9-24-

2009.wmv 

 

 



 

 

 2. Course Faculty, ACOG CPT Coding Course, June 26-29, 2009. 

 

3. Mentor and Invited Speaker, Society of Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility 

Fellows Retreat. Park City, Utah, August 1-3, 2009. 

 

4. ñOctuplets: A Collision between Technology and Ethics.ò Grand Rounds, Department of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, September 24, 2009. 

 

5. ñDiagnosis, Medical and Surgical Management of Ectopic Pregnancyò, ñHirsutism and 

PCOSò, ñRecurrent Pregnancy Lossò, ñGyn Case Reviewsò and ñEvaluation and 

Management of Infertility and Ovulation Inductionò at the Columbus Comprehensive 

Review, Columbus, OH, September 23, 2009. 

 

6. ñOvulation Inductionò; ñManage and Prevent Complications in Laparoscopic and 

Hysteroscopic Surgeryò; ñEctopic Pregnancyò; Evaluation and Management of Hirsutism 

and PCOSò at the 18
th
 Annual Review of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Lake Buena Vista, 

Florida, October 16-17, 2009 

 

7. ñCPT coding for ART: A Day in the Life of a Reproductive Endocrinologistò and 

ñFrequently Asked Questions for Gyn Surgery and Proceduresò at the SREI fellows 

Retreat in Park City, Utah, July 31, August 1, 2009. 

 

Varuna Raizada, M.D. 

 

1. ñConstrictor and Elevator Functions of the Pelvic Floor are Distinct: Evidence from 

Studies in Patients with Fecal Incontinenceò at SUFU/AUGS Meeting, September 2010. 

 

Patricia Rodier, Ph.D. 

 

1. Ventura LO, Bandim M, Miller MT, Rodier PM, Moura AE, Brandt CT, Ventura BV: 

Autism Spectrum Disorders in Moebius sequence: Psychiatric assessment and 

relationship with misoprostol exposure of 49 individuals at the Teratology Society, 

Louisville, Kentucky, June 2010.  

 

Rajesh Srivastava, Ph.D. 

 

1. Partridge A, Smith D, Paulhamus L, Queenan J, Hoeger K, Srivastava RK: Assessment of 

early cleavage and its predictive value on embryo selection and pregnancy in IVF cycles. 

Fertility and Sterility 92 (3), Supplement S145-S146, 2009.  

 

2. Smith D, Paulhamus L, Partridge A, Queenan J, Hoeger  K, Srivastava RK: Use of four 

cell embryos on day 2 to determine day 3 or day 5 transfer. Fertility and Sterility 92 (3), 

Supplement, S152, 2009.  

 

Richard Stahlhut, M.D., M.P.H. 

 

1. "NHANES:  CDC's great (and free!)  research resource" at the(American Chemical 

Society) Green Chemistry & Engineering Conference in Washington DC, June 23, 2010. 

 



 

2.  ñAdipose Tissue:  from storage depot to toxicant targetò at Miguel Hernández 

University, Elche, Alicante, Spain 

 

3. "Beyond Diet and Exercise:  How common chemicals may contribute to the obesity 

epidemic and its complications" at University of Murcia School of Medicine, Murcia 

Spain, June 8, 2010. 

 

4. "Adipose Tissue:   from storage depot to toxicant target"  at University of Granada 

School of Medicine, Granada, Spain, June 10, 2010. 

 

Christopher Stodgell, Ph.D. 

 

1. Stodgell CJ: Genetic and environmental risk factors in autism spectrum disorders. Birth 

Defects Research Part A, 85(5), 386, 2009.  Presented at the 49
th
 annual meeting of the 

Teratology Society, San Juan Puerto Rico. 

 

2. Stodgell CJ
1
, Ornoy A

2
, O'Bara M

1
, Glazko G

1
, Miller RK

1
: 

1
University of Rochester, 

Rochester, NY, United States, 
2
Hadassah Medical School, Jerusalem, Israel. Birth 

Defects Research Part A, 88(5), 393, 2010.  Embryonic Gene Expression in the Cohen 

Diabetic Rat Model of Type II Diabetes Mellitus. Presented at the 50
th
 annual meeting of 

the Teratology Society, Louisville, KY. 

 

3. Ornoy A
1
, Livshitz A

1
, Stodgell CJ

2
, Miller RK

2
:  

1
Hebrew University Hadassah Medical 

School, Jerusalem, Israel, 
2
University of Rochester Medical School, Rochester, NY, 

United States. The Effects of Hyperglycemia, Hypoxia and a Combination on Embryonic 

Development and its Redox Status: Results of Molecular Studies.  Birth Defects Research 

Part A, 88(5), 394, 2010.  Presented at the 50
th
 annual meeting of the Teratology Society, 

Louisville, KY.  

 

Shanna H. Swan, Ph.D. 

 

1. ñChemical Threats to Malesò at Idea City in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, June 16, 2010. 

 

2. ñEndocrine disrupting chemicals: Can they alter fetal development?ò for OB/GYN Grand 

Rounds in Palo Alto, CA, May 10, 2010.  

 

3. ñEndocrine disrupting chemicals: Can they alter fetal development?ò for California 

Department of Health Services in Richmond, CA, May 10, 2010.   

 

4. ñEnvironmental chemicals and human health: Phthalates and male developmentò for 

Perinatal Network in Rochester, NY, April 15, 2010.  

 

5. ñPrenatal phthalates exposure and male developmentò for Pediatric Biomedical and 

Translational Research Seminar in Rochester, NY, April 7, 2010.    

 

6. ñDevelopmental Exposure to Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals: The example of 

phthalatesò for Epidemiology Dept. Seminar Series in Rochester, NY, April 12, 2010.  

 

7. ñOur Plastic World: What is in it? Should we worry?ò for Global and Green Interest 

Group in Rochester, NY, January 12, 2010.  

 



 

8. ñPhthalates: Evidence of Adverse Effects in Humansò for Public Health Grand Rounds in 

Rochester, NY, January 15, 2010.  

 

9. ñEnvironmental chemicals and human health: Phthalates and male developmentò for 

Women and Sustainability Lecture Series in Rochester, NY, December 10, 2009.   

 

10. ñYour environment: Your fertilityò at the Foundation for Environmental Health, Tel 

Aviv, Israel, November 24, 2009.    

 

11. ñEnvironmental chemicals and male development: the example of phthalatesò at Israel 

University of Beer Sheva, Israel, November 26, 2009. 

 

12. ñEndocrine disruptors and childrenôs healthò at Northwest Childrenôs Environmental 

Health Forum Tukwila, WA, October 1, 2009. 

 

Loralei Thornburg, M.D.  

 

1. ñVertical vs. Horizontal cesarean section incision in the Morbidly Obeseò at the  

American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology- Empire State Medical Association 

Conference 4th Annual Student Research Poster Competition, November 7, 2009.  

 

1. ñVertical vs. Horizontal cesarean section incision in the Morbidly Obeseò at the  

American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology Annual Clinical Meeting, San Francisco 

June 2010.  

 

2. ñUtility of Baseline Liver Function Testing in Morbidly Obese Patientsò at the  American 

College of Obstetrics and Gynecology Annual Clinical Meeting, San Francisco, June 

2010.  

 

3. ñImpact of the timing of glucose screening on maternal and neonatal outcomes in 

morbidly obese womenò at the  American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology Annual 

Clinical Meeting, San Francisco, June 2010 . 

 

2. ñEffect of Maternal Obesity on Fetal Metabolism and Growth: A Pilot Studyò as a Poster 

presentation for the Society for Maternal Fetal Medicine Annual Scientific Meeting, 

Chicago, IL, February 2010. 

 

3. ñEarly glucose testing in the obese gravidò as a  Poster presentation, Society for Maternal 

Fetal Medicine Annual Scientific Meeting, Chicago, IL, February 2010. 

 

Eugene Toy, M.D. 

 

1. ñPDIP38 as a marker for progression of high-risk HPV-16 associated cervical dysplasiaò 

for The 26
th
 International Papillomavirus Meeting, Montreal, QC, Canada, July 4-8, 

2010. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

The Division of General Gynecology and Obstetrics has had an exciting, dynamic start.  The members of 

the division dedicate themselves to offering the full complement of basic obstetric and gynecologic care. 

Our mission is to provide excellent education to students and residents in the clinical setting, emphasize 

quality and continuity of care to indigent and underserved women as well as emphasize our own 

professional development to be able to provide the best types of services. The members of the division 

have particular expertise and interest in the areas of primary care and health screening, family planning, 

pediatric and adolescent gynecology, minimally invasive surgery, clinical quality outcome measures and 

education. 

 

The division members are active clinically and surgically at many sites which include Strong Memorial 

Hospital, Highland Hospital, Anthony Jordan Health Center and Red Creek.  We provide obstetrical 

services at the Strong and Highland Birth Centers, all emergency room and hospital gynecological 

consultations and private obstetrical and gynecological services at Red Creek, Womenôs Health Practice, 

and AJHC.  The division members provide preceptorships for all the resident continuity clinics both at 

Strong Womenôs Health Practice and Highland Hospital Community OB/GYN.  The year consisted of 

many positive changes including working closely with the Maternal Fetal Medicine group and Womenôs 

Health Practice, providing consistent coverage for resident continuity clinics and establishing a 

financially viable, successful general ob/gyn practice.  Future ventures planned consist of further growth 

with the possibility of additional faculty members, site renovations to Red Creek and performing 

outpatient minor surgical procedures at Red Creek and Womenôs Health Practice. 

 

DIVISION MEMBERS  

 

Amy Benjamin-Pratt, MD,  is a graduate of University of Rochester School of Medicine residency 

program.  She has completed advanced training in Advanced Lapasroscopic Surgery under the tutelage of 

Dr. Fred Howard.  She has joined the division as full-time faculty.  She is active in resident surgical 

education, precepts residents in pelvic pain clinic and provides outstanding clinical care for pelvic pain 

patients and general obstetrics and gynecology.  Her interests are to improve quality of resident surgical 

training and perform advanced laparoscopic surgeries. 

 

http://www.ohsuwomenshealth.com/services/doctors/family-planning.html


 

Sarah Betstadt, MD, MPH, completed her medical school at SUNY, Upstate and residency at Baystate 

Medical Center.  She has advanced training completing a family planning fellowship at Boston 

University.  She is actively pursuing research and publishing in the area of contraception and family 

planning.  Dr. Betstadt has joined with Dr. Stanwood in providing excellent care and training in the 

Family Planning service, which has become a large, regional referral practice.  They have recently 

developed a relationship with Planned Parenthood and plan on a long term partnership with the goal of 

efficient and immediate care for patients and expanded training for residents.   

 

Adrienne Bonham, MD, has an active role in both medical student and residency education.  She is a site 

coordinator at Highland Hospital for the third year medical students and associate residency director for 

the University of Rochester Residency Program.  Her clinical home is at Highland Hospital where she 

supervises residents and medical students on labor and delivery and in the operating room.  She also 

precepts resident clinics at Highland Hospital Community Ob/Gyn. 

 

Constantino Fernandez, MD, continues to promote the expansion of Ob-Gyn services to the Hispanic 

population of the Rochester area, providing care in The Women's Health Practice and at Jordan 

Community Health Center. He continues to serve on numerous committees locally and nationally 

focusing on Hispanic health care and family planning.  

 

Diane Hartmann, MD, as the Senior Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education, Dr. Hartmann is 

responsible for 75 residency and fellowship programs and over 700 graduate medical trainees at the 

University of Rochester School of Medicine.  She is currently a member of the Board of Directors of the 

American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology and serves as an Oral Board Examiner.  Dr. Hartmann is 

Chair of the Council on Residency Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology and is a member of the 

Accreditation Council on Graduate Medical Educationôs (ACGME) Review Committee for Obstetrics and 

Gynecology.  She was recently appointed to the American Association of Medical Colleges (AAMC) 

National Advisory Panel on Medical Education.  In recognition of her commitment and contributions to 

Graduate Medical Education, she was awarded the Parker J. Palmer Courage to Lead Award by the 

ACGME in 2009.  In addition to these responsibilities, she continues to be a particularly popular practicing 

physician in the provision of the expert care of perimenopausal and menopausal women. 

 

Katrina Nicandri, MD,  graduated from Medical College of Virginia and completed her residency at the 

University of Washington. Dr. Nicandri was a faculty member at the University of Washington after 

residency. Her interests are providing excellent care in general obstetrics and gynecology, resident 

education, providing clinical care in underserved areas and populations.  She restructured our M&Môs to 

provide a critical and educational venue and evaluation of clinical outcome measures.  She has a special 

interest in robotic gynecologic surgery.   

 

Colby Previte, MD, graduated from University of Massachusetts Medical School and completed her 

residency at the University of Rochester.  Dr. Previte is enrolled in Masters of Education Program at the 

Warner School of Education, University of Rochester.  Her interests are in general obstetrics and 

gynecology and resident education.  She precepts resident continuity clinics and sees her own private 

patients at Red Creek.   

 

Yekaterina Rabkin, M.D., graduated from University of Virginia School of Medicine. She completed 

her residency at the University of Rochester.  Her interests are in advanced laparoscopic surgery.  She is 

currently applying and seeking a fellowship in advance laparoscopic  

Surgery.  This is her first year in the academic practice providing excellent clinical care and resident 

teaching.   

 

 



 

Sireesha Y. Reddy, MD, graduated from Columbia University, College of Physicians/Surgeons. She 

completed her residency at the University of Rochester.  She has developed an active specialty practice in 

pediatric and adolescent gynecology which has become a regional referral center. She has a secondary 

appointment as Associate Professor of Pediatrics and is a consultant and advisor to the REACH Clinic 

(Referral and Evaluation Service for Abused Children). She is also the Director for the Division of 

General Gynecology and Obstetrics and Medical Student Education for the Department.   

 
Nancy L. Stanwood, MD, MPH, has an active specialty practice in Family Planning with a significant 

regional referral base. The Family Planning service is a valued, on-going training program for the 

residents and medical students, with additional electives for senior medical students and visiting residents. 

Dr. Stanwood coordinates the Contraceptive Seminar annually for the second year medical students as a 

comprehensive introduction to the material. She is a faculty advisor to the local chapter of Medical 

Students for Choice, teaches in the Sexual Assault Examiner training program, and in the RIT Physicianôs 

Assistant program. Dr. Stanwood also participates in advocacy work at the state and federal levels 

through the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and Physicians for Reproductive 

Choice and Health (PRCH).  She is currently the Secretary of the Executive Committee for PRCH.  
 

PATIENT CARE/CLINICAL SERVICES  

 

Areas of clinical care and research in the Division include:  

 Adolescent and pediatric gynecology 

 General Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 Family planning  

 Minimally invasive gynecological surgery  

 

The Division provides office-based clinical care on the University campus in the Women's Health 

Practice, Highland Hospital Community OB/GYN, Red Creek and Anthony Jordan Health Center. In the 

Women's Health Practice, Division members provide clinical care through oversight of nurse practitioners 

and residents in their continuity clinics, in addition to providing direct patient care.  

 

EDUCATION  

 

The Division is committed to excellence in education. The Division has leadership and teaching roles 

related to residency and medical student education. Dr. Reddy as the Director of Medical Student 

Education in Ob/Gyn designs curricula for different teaching venues in all four years of medical school.  

Drs. Droz and Previte have roles in designing surgical education and general residency educational 

curricula, respectively.  Drs. Betstadt and Stanwood are involved in many medical student conferences 

and resident lectures.   

 

The entire Division is responsible for and committed to the education and supervision of the residents in 

their continuity clinics at Strong Memorial Hospital, Womenôs Health Practice and HH COB. Our 

consist of daily review of patient cases, examination of patients with residents, and availability for 

emergency operations. Individual division faculty also have a second or third-year resident who rotates 

through their private or specialty clinics.  

 

RESEARCH 

 

Several of the Division members are also funded co-investigators on collaborative studies with other 

divisions and departments.  Currently funded studies with members of the Division as principal 

investigators are summarized in each faculty memberôs individual annual report summary. 



 

 

 

FUTURE PLANS 

 

Our Divisionôs mission to provide excellent care to our patient population has included a vision to 

develop a minor surgical outpatient suite at Red Creek.  We would like to expand our research focus to 

areas that test quality measures to improve clinical care.  We plan on an expansion of our surgical volume 

and provide our patients with more services by increasing our surgical time to Sawgrass, surgical 

outpatient facility or within Strong Memorial Hospital. We are actively recruiting and interviewing 

faculty to add to our dynamic faculty group. 
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PATIENT CARE  
 

Providing optimal care for women with gynecologic cancer has been and still is the main focus of the 

division. Last year we welcomed a new faculty member, Sajeena Thomas, to the division, and her 

presence has enhanced our capacity to provide optimal patient care, as well as increased efforts in 

teaching and research. 

 

Our division has emerged as a leader among all NYS institutions in the use of the daVinci system in the 

management of gynecologic cancers. In 2009, Highland Hospital was #1 in NYS for hysterectomy 

volume, achieved with an excellent length of stay compared to the remainder of the state. In addition, Dr. 

Toy performed more robotic hysterectomies than any other physician in NYS. In treatment of endometrial 

and cervical cancer, division members ranked #1 and #3 in the use of a robotic surgical approach, as well 

as ranking #1 and #3 in the overall use of robotics for management of all types of gynecologic cancer.  

 

In the community the division has been involved with the ongoing activities of the Cancer Wellness Spa, 

a local organization devoted to improving the experience of women and children undergoing 

chemotherapy. As part of gynecologic awareness month, members of the division are participating in the 

Third Annual Ovarian Cancer 5k, a very successful event with wide ranging support, including many 

local institutions and corporate sponsors. 

  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES  

 

Blackboard continues to be the main vehicle for presenting educational material to our residents and 

medical students. There has been continued interest and use of this system by residents as well as medical 

students this past year.  One future goal is to utilize this system more fully, with the use of on-line 

assessments and videos. This past year we added several new fascinomas as well as an instructional video 

on the use of the Smead-Jones closure.  

 

RESEARCH 

 

Currently the division is participating in several research protocols. Both Dr. Toy and Dr. Thomas are 

collaborating with members of the cancer center on stem cell research. We are also developing plans to 

initiate several new projects in collaboration with pathology, with a focus on ovarian cancer. We also 

continue to participate in several pharmaceutical industry drug trials addressing new agents for 

endometrial and ovarian cancer.  

 



 

FUTURE PLANS 

 

With the increasing use of minimally invasive techniques in gynecology oncology, we have initiated a 

coordinated program to provide residents with experience in the use of the daVinci system. We plan on 

additional instructional videos for the residents, as this type of teaching dovetails nicely with our 

increasing use of minimally invasive surgery. 

  

 

GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY CLINICAL VOLUME  

 

 

Clinical Activity      Totals 
 

Surgical Volume     2009 

 

Partial vulvectomy    56 

Cervical conization    20 

Hysterectomy (open)    83  

Hysterectomy (robotic)    214 

Ovarian cancer debulking   122 

Radical vulvectomy    27 

Radical hysterectomy    31 

  

Total Procedures    553 

 

Outpatient Visits 

 

New patients     842 

Follow-up visits     2845 

Colposcopy     394 

 

Total      4081 
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Fred M. Howard, Jr., M.D. , M.S. 

Professor, Associate Chair for Academic Affairs and Division Director 

 

The Division of Gynecologic Specialties faculty also includes: Constantino 

Fernandez, M.D., David C. Foster, M.D., M.P.H., Amy Benjamin-Pratt, MD 

(Fellow) and Ellen L. Poleshuck, Ph.D.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
INTRODUCTION  

 

The Division of Gynecologic Specialties this year continued to undergo change and increased 

collaboration with the General Gynecology and Obstetrics Division.  The Division of Gynecologic 

Specialties remained quite active in educating medical students and residents, providing specialty 

gynecologic clinical care, and doing research in areas of benign gynecology. Our third Scibetta Fellow in 

Advanced Laparoscopic Surgery, Dr. Amy Benjamin-Pratt, joined us after completing her residency here 

at the University of Rochester. Dr. Anjali Martinez, our second Scibetta Fellow in Advanced 

Laparoscopic Surgery left to join the full-time faculty at George Washington University.  

 

DIVISION MEMBERS  

 

Constantino Fernandez, MD, continues to promote the expansion of Ob-Gyn services to the Hispanic 

population of the Rochester area, providing care in The Women's Health Practice and at Jordan 

Community Health Center. He continues to serve on numerous committees locally and nationally 

focusing on Hispanic health care and family planning.  

 

David C. Foster, MD, MPH, provides specialty care of women with vulvar pain and vulvar diseases. He 

is internationally recognized for his expertise in this area of specialization and his practice has a national 

and international referral base. In addition to his active faculty practice, he also supervises the residentsô 

colposcopy clinic in The Womenôs Health Practice. Dr. Foster is on the Medical Advisory Board of the 

National Vulvodynia Association.  He is Chair of the Research Committee of the International Society for 

the Study of Vulvovaginal Disease.  He chairs the Quality Assurance Committee for Gynecology in the 

Department. Dr. Fosterôs research interests are in lower genital tract disease.  
 

Fred M. Howard, MD, MS, provides specialty care to women with chronic pelvic pain and women 

needing advanced endoscopic surgery. His practice has become a regional and national referral center for 

women with chronic pelvic pain. Dr. Howard is Associate Chair for Academic Affairs in the Department 

and is the Director of the Division of Gynecologic Specialties. He is Chairman of the Board of the 

International Pelvic Pain Society, on the Board of the International Society of Gynecologic Endoscopy, 

the Advisory Board of AAGL, the Board of Directors of the Council of Gynecological Endoscopy, and on 

the Editorial Board of the Journal of Minimally Invasive Gynecology.  

 



 

Ellen L. Poleshuck, PhD, the Director of the Women's Behavioral Health Service, does her clinical work 

in the Division and has proven to be a great asset to the Division and the Department. From her original 

role helping in care of women with pain, her practice has grown into a broad spectrum of womenôs mental 

health issues that interface with obstetric and gynecologic care. She has federal funding via a National 

Research Service Award from the National Institute of Mental Health Grant and a K23 Career 

Development Award. Her primary area of research focus is the psychosocial treatment of gynecology 

patients with comorbid depression and pain.  

 

PATIENT CARE/CLINICAL SERVICES  

 

Specialty areas of clinical care and research in the Division include:  

 Pelvic pain (Drs. Howard and Poleshuck) 

 Vulvar diseases (Dr. Foster) 

 Lower genital tract neoplasia (Dr. Foster) 

 Endometriosis (Drs. Howard) 

 Family planning (Drs. Fernandez) 

 Minimally invasive gynecological surgery (Dr. Howard) 

 

The Division provides office-based clinical care on the University campus in the Women's Health 

Practice and off campus in the Gynecologic Specialties Practice. In the Women's Health Practice, 

Division members provide clinical care through oversight of nurse practitioners and residents in their 

continuity clinics, in addition to providing direct patient care. Additionally, specialty clinics in Womenôs 

Health Practice are now established in Colposcopy and Vulvar Disorders (Dr. Foster), and Chronic Pelvic 

Pain (Dr. Howard). There were more than 16,000 patient visits in the Womenôs Health Practice last year. 

 

In the Gyn Specialties Practice, the Division provides specialized care in vulvar diseases, adolescent-

pediatric gynecology, menopausal problems, pelvic pain, endoscopic surgery, and urogynecology. Gyn 

Specialties had 400 new patient visits last year, 1008 office visits, and performed 482 surgical procedures. 

 

EDUCATION  

 

The Division is committed to excellence in education. The Division has major leadership positions related 

to residency and medical student education. The Division is responsible for teaching residents and 

students in the specialty Colposcopy and Vulvar Disease clinic and the Pelvic Pain clinic in Womenôs 

Health Practice. 

 

The Division has shared responsibility for education and supervision of the residents in surgical instruction. 

This instruction includes surgical techniques in all aspects of gynecological surgery, including vaginal 

surgery, operative endoscopy, and general gynecologic surgery.  

 

RESEARCH 

 

Research activities continue to be a major focus within the Division. Many of the Division members have 

private, industrial, or federally-funded research activities. Several of the Division members as also funded 

co-investigators on collaborative studies with other divisions and departments, as well.  Publications and 

currently funded studies of members of the Division are summarized in each faculty memberôs individual 

annual report summary. 

 



 

MATERNAL -FETAL MEDICINE  
 

 

Eva K. Pressman, M.D. 

James R. Woods, Jr. Professor, Director of Obstetrics and Maternal-Fetal 

Medicine and Director of Maternal-Fetal Medicine Fellowship Program 
  

The Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine faculty also includes: Danielle Durie, 

M.D. (Fellow), Paula C. Eggers (Supervisor, OB/GYN Ultrasound until 9/1/10), 

Dzhamala Gilmandyar, M.D. (Fellow), J. Christopher Glantz, M.D. (Director, 

Inpatient Obstetrics and the Regional Perinatal Database), Cole Greves, M.D. 

(Fellow), David Hackney, M.D., Monique Ho, M.D. (Director of Reproductive 

Genetics), Kristin Knight, M.D. (Fellow), Erin Lemcke (Supervisor, OB/GYN Ultrasound effective 9/1/10), 

Thomas J. McNanley, M.D., (Director, Obstetrics at Highland Hospital until 6/30/10), Tulin Ozcan (Director 

of OB/GYN Ultrasound and Special Care Clinic), M.D., Ruth Anne Queenan, M.D. (Director of OB/GYN 

Residency Program until 6/30/10; Chief of  Obstetrics and Gynecology at Highland Hospital effective 

7/1/10), Loralei L. Thornburg, M.D and James R. Woods, Jr., M.D.   The Reproductive Genetics Service 

includes: Laura Martin, Stephanie Laniewski, and C. Jeanne Peterson. 

 

 

The Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine (MFM) continues to provide high-risk obstetric care with 

ultrasound evaluation, consultation, and direct obstetric management throughout central New York.  With 

services at Strong Memorial Hospital, Highland Hospital, Rochester General Hospital, FF Thompson 

Hospital, and St. Josephôs Hospital in Syracuse, our division is able to provide care for patients from all 

over the region.   

 

There have been some transitions within the Division of Maternal Fetal Medicine in 2009-2010.  In July 

2009, Dr. Kristin Knight became the 24
th
 Todd Maternal Fetal Medicine fellow since the fellowship was 

established in 1975.  Dr. Cole Greves completed his Maternal Fetal Medicine fellowship in June 2010 and 

will be taking an attending position in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

 

PATIENT CARE  

 

The Maternal-Fetal Medicine Division maintains an active full-service practice through Strong Perinatal 

Associates.  Patients referred to us for antepartum and intrapartum obstetric care are seen throughout their 

pregnancy, delivered by our division members, and then returned to their physicians for continued GYN care.  

Patients whose risks have passed during the latter part of pregnancy are offered the opportunity to return to 

their obstetrician, family medicine physicians or nurse midwife for their continued obstetric care.  

 

The Special Care Clinic, which offers high-risk obstetric care through Strong Memorial Hospital, 

continues to serve the Rochester community.  Staffed by residents, nurse practitioners, social workers and 

nutritionists, and supervised by the MFM faculty, the Special Care Clinic provides comprehensive 

services for many of the most complicated obstetric patients.  The Special Care Clinic continues to 

expand, with over 2100 office visits and nearly 200 deliveries in 2009-2010. 

 

Strong Fetal Monitoring continues to thrive with outpatient fetal monitoring offered at Strong Memorial 

Hospital and Red Creek Drive. Almost 3000 outpatient non-stress tests were performed in the last year 

with increasing numbers at our Red Creek site.   

 

OB/Gyn ultrasound services are provided at Strong Memorial Hospital, Highland Hospital, Rochester 

General Hospital and our facility at Red Creek Drive. Our previous site on West Ridge Road is currently 



 

being phased out. The volume of patients seen for OB/Gyn ultrasound remains high, with almost 25,000 

studies performed between July 2009 and June 2010. In addition, the Strong Maternal Fetal Medicine 

Faculty interpreted more than 2000 obstetrical ultrasound examinations at FF Thompson Hospital 

utilizing a combination of telemedicine and onsite service.  We are hopeful that our services to the entire 

Finger Lakes Region will continue to increase. 

 

Starting in March 2009, University of Rochester entered into an agreement with St. Josephôs Hospital and 

Associates for Womenôs Medicine in Syracuse to provide perinatal consultations and ultrasound services 

locally in Syracuse. Dr. Pressman provides these services twice a month and over the last academic year 

nearly 250 consultations have been completed. 

 

Reproductive Genetics continues to provide genetic counseling to patients throughout the region with more 

than 1200 prenatal and pre-pregnancy patients seen during the past year.  The number of invasive diagnostic 

procedures remains stable at nearly 300 amniocenteses and 160 chorionic villus sampling procedures.   

 

EDUCATION  

 

The MFM division is dedicated to teaching medical students, residents and fellows.  Our faculty are involved 

in all four years of the medical school curriculum and continue to work hard at encouraging the best medical 

students to pursue careers in womenôs health. MFM division member Dr. Ruth Anne Queenan directed the 

OB/Gyn residency through the end of June 2010 and our entire faculty contribute to the resident didactic 

lecture series, monthly morbidity and mortality conferences, weekly perinatology/neonatology conferences 

and teaching on the inpatient and outpatient services.  Our MFM fellowship has been ongoing for over 30 

years and we continue to attract and train some of the countryôs finest fellows. 

 

RESEARCH 

 

Research activities within the Maternal-Fetal Medicine Division continue to expand.  Current studies 

include: 

 

The Infant Development and the Environmental Study (TIDES) 

Investigators: Swan S; Pressman E; Baskin L; Bookstein F; Dogra V; Grady R; Hulbert W; 

Jannsen S; Mevorach R; Nguyen R; Redmon J; Sathyanarayana S 

Funded by NIH 

 

National Children's Study 

Investigators: Shanna Swan, Peter Szilagyi, Nancy Bennett, James Campbell, Carl D'Angio, 

Richard Miller, Gary Myers, Eva Pressman, Edwin VanWijngaarden  

Funded by NIH 

 

Perinatal depression, proinflammatory cytokines and adverse obstetric outcomes  

Investigators: Emma Robertson-Blackmore, Thomas O'Connor, Eva Pressman 

Funded by NIH 

 

Prenatal Anxiety and its Effects on Child Development  

Investigators: O'Connor, Robertson-Blackmore, Pressman 

Funded by NIH 

 

Absorption of Heme And Non-Heme Iron in Pregnant and Non-Pregnant Women and 

Mechanisms of Fetal Iron Transfer  

Investigators: O'Brien KO; Griffin I; Pressman E; Harris ZL; Chandra S; Inglis J; Stover P J 



 

Funded by USDA 

 

Nanoparticles and human placenta.   

Richard Miller 

 

Amniotic fluid stem cell culture and differentiation.   

Monique Ho, Mark Nobel 

 

Serum procalcitonin for prediction of chorioamnionitis in preterm premature rupture of 

membranes.  

Loralei Thornburg, Eva Pressman 

Funded by The Mae Stone Goode Foundation 

 

The Effect of Vaginal Progesterone in   Patients with Active Preterm Labor 

Investigators:  Tulin Ozcan, MD, Danielle Durie, MD, David Hackney MD, MS 

 

Impact of Pelvic Floor Musculature on Peripartum Outcomes using Transperineal Ultrasound: A 

Prospective Study.  

Investigators:  Tulin Ozcan, MD, Varuna Raizada, MBBS 

 

Vaginal bleeding in early pregnancy prospective cohort. 

David Hackney, Richard Miller, Eva Pressman 

Funded by WRHR 

  

Placental histology and preterm birth 

David Hackney, Danielle Durie, Phil Katzman, Richard Miller 

Funded by WRHR 

 

The results of the research efforts of all the members of the Maternal Fetal Medicine Division have led to the 

following presentations and publications: 

 

Hackney DN, Chiao JP, Macpherson TA, Simhan HN.  First trimester maternal concentrations of 

thrombin-inhibitor complexes and the presence of histologic placental lesions at delivery.  J 

Matern Fetal Neonatal Med. 2009 Oct;22(10):837-42. 

 

Grace D, Thornburg LL, Grey A, Ozcan T, Pressman EK. Training for percutaneous umbilical 

blood sampling during Maternal Fetal Medicine fellowship in the United States. Prenat Diagn. 

2009 ;29:790-793 

 

Thornburg LL; Mulconry M; Post A; Carpenter A; Grace D; Pressman EK. Fetal nuchal 

translucency thickness evaluation in the overweight and obese gravida. Ultrasound in obstetrics 

& gynecology: the official journal of the International Society of Ultrasound in Obstetrics and 

Gynecology. 2009;33(6):665-9.  

 

Yoder, S; Thornburg, L; Bisognano, J.  Hypertension in Pregnancy and Women of Child Bearing 

Age. American Journal of Medicine 122(10), 2009. 890-895. 

 

Glantz JC.  Term labor Induction Compared With Expectant Management.  Obstetrics and 

Gynecology 2010;115(1):70-76. 

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19658036
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19658036


 

Dadiz R, Weinschreider J, Schriefer J, Greves C, Crosby E, Pressman E, Guillet R. Development 

of a communication skills curriculum for pediatric and obstetric providers using high-fidelity 

simulation. Presented at the Tenth Annual International Meeting on Simulation in Healthcare, 

Phoenix, AR, January 2010. 

 

Durie D, Campbell N, Sato H, Weinschreider J, Edell K, Pressman E. Two Low-Dose Oxytocin 

Induction Protocols: Effects on Tachysystole, Fetal Heart Rate Patterns, and Mode of Delivery. 

Poster Presentation at the 30
th
 Annual Meeting of the Society for Maternal Fetal Medicine, Chicago, 

Illinois, February 4, 2010. 

 

Durie D, Victory A, Knight K, Walker B, Somers K, Pressman E, Thornburg T. Early glucose testing 

in the obese gravida. Poster, 2010 Annual Meeting of the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, 

February 1-6, 2010, Chicago, IL. February 2010 

 

Grace D; Eggers P; Glantz JC; Ozcan T. Mitral valve-tricuspid valve distance as a sonographic 

marker of trisomy 21. Ultrasound in obstetrics & gynecology : the official journal of the 

International Society of Ultrasound in Obstetrics and Gynecology. 2010;35(2):172-7. 

 

Peterson SE, Hackney DN, Daftary AR.  Delayed interval delivery in the setting of placental 

abruption: a case report. J Reprod Med. 2010 Jan-Feb;55(1-2):75-7. 

 

Knight K, Sukalich S, Mingione M, Thornburg L, Pressman E. Effect of Maternal Obesity on 

Fetal Metabolism and Growth: A Pilot Study. Poster, 2010 Annual Meeting of the Society for 

Maternal-Fetal Medicine, February 1-6, 2010, Chicago, IL 

 

Thornburg LL; Grace D; Gray AL; Glantz JC; Pressman EK. Placement of laminaria tents does 

not improve time to delivery in patients undergoing second trimester labor induction with 

misoprostol. The journal of maternal-fetal & neonatal medicine : the official journal of the 

European Association of Perinatal Medicine, the Federation of Asia and Oceania Perinatal 

Societies, the International Society of Perinatal Obstetricians. 2010; Epub 2010 Jan 04. 

 

Hackney DN, Glantz JC.  Is Cervical Cerclage Associated with an Increased Risk of 

Chorioamnionitis?  Poster presentation at the Society for Gynecologic Investigation 57
th
 Annual 

Meeting, Orlando, Florida, 2010. 

 

Ho M, Proschel C, Noble M, OôBara M. Viral Transduction of Pluripotent Stem Cells from 

Second Trimester Amniocentesis Culture Remnants.  Oral presentation at the Society for 

Gynecologic Investigation 57
th
 Annual Meeting, Orlando, Florida, 2010. 

 

Dadiz R, Weinschreider J, Schriefer J, Greves C, Crosby E, Pressman E, Guillet R. Development 

of a Simulation-Based Training Program To Improve Communication between Neonatal and 

Obstetric Providers. Pediatric Academic Society Meeting May 1-4, 2010, Vancouver, British 

Columbia 

 

Victory, Amanda J; Somers, Kathryn; Walker, Brittany; Knight, Kristin; Pressman, Eva; Durie, 

Danielle; Thornburg, Loralei. Utility of Baseline Liver Function Testing in Morbidly Obese 

Patients. Poster Presentation at the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 58th 

Annual Clinical Meeting (ACM) in San Francisco, California, May 15 - 19, 2010.  

 

Linder, Mitchell A; Durie, Danielle; Walker, Brittany; Glantz, Christopher; Pressman, Eva; 

Thornburg, Loralei. Vertical vs. Horizontal cesarean section incision in the Morbidly Obese. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20337213
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20337213


 

Poster Presentation at the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 58th Annual 

Clinical Meeting (ACM) in San Francisco, California, May 15 - 19, 2010. 

 

Victory, Amanda J; Somers, Kathryn; Walker, Brittany; Knight, Kristin; Pressman, Eva; Durie, 

Danielle; Thornburg, Loralei. Impact of the timing of glucose screening on maternal and neonatal 

outcomes in morbidly obese women. Poster Presentation at the American College of 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists 58th Annual Clinical Meeting (ACM) in San Francisco, 

California, May 15 - 19, 2010. 

 

FUTURE PLANS 

 

Many exciting changes are planned for the upcoming year. Dr. Ruth Anne Queenan will be leaving her 

role as Director of the OB/Gyn Residency Program to become Chief of Obstetrics and Gynecology at 

Highland Hospital.  In order to best serve the patients of Highland Hospital, MFM faculty from the 

University of Rochester in conjunction with Dr. Queenan will provide ultrasound and consultative 

services.  In addition, we plan to expand genetic counseling services to Highland Hospital.  An additional 

fellow, Dr. Dzhamala Gilmandyar, will start in July 2009 and recruitment for a fellow as well as an 

additional faculty member for 2010 is well underway.  Applicants to our MFM fellowship remain some of 

the best in the nation. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MIDWIFERY DIVISION AND  

ROCHESTER ADOLESCENT MATERNITY PROGRAM  

 
 

Elizabeth M. Cooper, C.N.M., Ed.D., F.A.C.N.M.   

Associate Professor and Director, Midwifery Division and Rochester Adolescent 

Maternity Program 

 

Division Members:  Michele Burtner, C.N.M., Tammy Farnham, C.N.M., Pamela 

Jurich-Wright C.N.M., Heather Lane C.N.M., Jacqueline Nasso, C.N.M., Rebecca 

Skovgaard, C.N.M., Helene Thompson-Scott, C.N.M. and Jo A. Wrona, C.N.M.   

Clerical Staff:  Valerie Richards (Administrative Assistant/Office Manager), 

Barbara Williams (Front Office Manager), Mayra Justiniano, Cassandra Smith, 

and Marquita McCoy (Medical Secretaries).  Nursing Staff:  Sharon Lehman, 

R.N., (Nurse Leader), Edna Brinson (Medical Assistant), Joanne Doran-Hil ls, R.N., Jean Farruggia, 

L.P.N.; Peggy Militello, R.N., Ruth Ann Nasso, R.N., Cindy Schutt, R.N., Luann Merz, R.N. (per diem) 

and Patty Griswold R.N. (per diem). Social Work Staff: Lisa Luxemberg, C.S.W. and Dana Bowen 

(Financial Counselor).  Nutrition St aff:  Carol Neimeier, R.D.   RAMP Staff :  Jody Stevens, R.N.C., 

Ph.D., Elizabeth Heavey, C.N.M., Ph.D., and Betsy Crumb (Dietician). 

 

 

STAFF CHANGES 

 

In September, Sherri Seppala RN, a member of the RAMP and midwifery team for 15 years, left for a 

new opportunity in community health near her home near Batavia.  Thanks to Sherri for all those years of 

commuting in rain and snow, and for the dedicated service provided to our many patients.  Cindy Schutt 

RN joined our team from HH Labor and Delivery.  She has been a joyful addition, particularly with the 

RAMP groups.  

 

Jacquie Nasso CNM has continued on a one day a week basis alternating between RAMP and Day Call.  

The remainder of her time she works in the Community OB-Gyn Clinic and teaches at the UR School of 

Nursing. 

 

Heather Lane CNM joined the group in April on a per diem basis.  She relocated from Boston to join her 

fiancé in Rochester.  Heather will become a fulltime staff midwife in September. 

 

Carolyn Leja CNM is relocating to Rochester in June from the University of Pittsburgh Midwifery Group.  

She will be half-time with the practice beginning in the fall.  That will bring the midwifery complement to 

8.5 fteôs, nursing to 5.5 fteôs, and clerical to 5.0 fte. 

 

AMBULATORY CARE  

 

The visit volume, which was stable last year, increased by 13%, primarily at the Red Creek office.  In the 

last 5 years, overall visit volume is up 25%.  RAMP visit volume was down for the second year in a row.  

This may be due to several factors, including decreased referrals of pregnant teens from within the 

URMC system. 

  

A new initiative to bring the RAMP Centering Pregnancy groups to the Young Motherôs Program on Hart 

Street was spearheaded by Jacquie Nasso this year.  After months of meetings, planning, and contract 

negotiations, the Prenatal Care at School began in the spring.  This collaboration with Family Medicine 



 

and RGH Womenôs Center is a new model of care designed to decrease school absenteeism and increase 

participation in a self-care approach to prenatal care.  The peer group works well with pregnant teens.  

Billing issues remain to be resolved in the 2010-2011 school year. 

 

Table 1 summarizes our ambulatory data by site. The data is gathered from IDX and HBOC.   

 

TABLE 1.   MIDWIFERY  AMBULATORY VISITS BY  SITE 

 2004-5 2005-6 2006-7 2007-8 2008-9 2009-10 

Midwifery Group at 

Culver Rd 

5617 6575 6507 6384 7059 7077 

Midwifery Group at 

Red Creek 

N/A N/A 311 1344 1670 1869 

RAMP 1320 1419 1322 1343 1205 1152 

Planned Parenthood 671 720 1019 984 n/a n/a 

Total 7608 8784 9159 10055 9934 11,100+ 

Change from prior 

year 

+2% +15% +4% +9% -1% +13% 

 

 

 

INPATIENT CARE AND CLINICAL OUTCOMES   

 

Our delivery numbers were up 3%, due to an increase in the Red Creek practice. There was a decline in 

RAMP and Woodward births.  At the Culver site, office visits were steady.  Medicaid represented 61% of 

our OB patient payor mix, of which 73% were in managed care plans. 

 

Table 2 summarizes birth numbers by site of care. 

 

Table 2.   Birth Data 

by site and payor 

04-05 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 

Total SMG Births 538 516 585 611 515 533 

Change from prior yr +5% -4% +12% +4% -16% +3% 

By Site       

SMG URMFG 

(incl Med HMOôs) 

214 180 225 271 290 349 

SMG Highland 

(PCAP/Medicaid) 

77 131 96 72 78 57 

RAMP (all insurance) 129 93 131 145 117 106 

Woodward HC - - 15 47 30 24 

Planned Parenthood 74 72 82 79 - - 

Threshold 44 40 36 - - - 

 

Table 3 summarizes the clinical outcomes of midwifery labor management. Our spontaneous vaginal 

delivery rate is 82% this year, with an additional 5% operative vaginal deliveries.   The primary cesarean 

rate was 11%, which has been steady for five years. Slightly more than half of previous cesareans elected 

repeat, but the successful VBAC rate for the remainder was 93%! 

 

Most notable is a preterm delivery rate of 2%, and a low birth rate of 3%.  This is remarkable tribute to 

the quality of midwifery prenatal care, because 20% of our patients are teens, and over half are medically 

indigent. 

 



 

TABLE 3. 

Outcomes 

04-05 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 

Total Births 538 516 585 611 515 533 

Spont Vaginal 

Births 

469 (87%) 432 (84%) 506 (86%) 484 (79%) 413 (80%) 439 (82%) 

Vacuum/Forceps 19(4%) 24 (5%) 26 (4%) 36 (6%) 22 (4%) 24(5%) 

Primary C/S 50(9%)   60(11%) 53 (9%)  52 (9%) 51(6%) 48(11%) 

Previous C/S 28 34 40 47 41 32 

Elective Repeat 

C/S 

12(40%)   15 (30%)   18(34%)  31(5%) 25(31%) 18(56%) 

        VBAC/TOL 13/16(81%) 14/19(74%) 16/22 (73%) 8/16 (50%) 11/16 (69%) 13/14 (93%) 

Induction 93(17%) 95(18%) 106(18%) 90(15%) 86(17%) 89(17%) 

Epidural (CNM 

Birth) 

214 (46%) 181 (35%) 226 (39%) 232 (38%) 205 (40%) 232 (44%) 

Preterm Birth 23 (4%) 18 (4%) 17 (3%) 25 (4%) 20(4%) 12 (2%) 

Birth Weight 

<2500g 

19(4%) 15 (3%) 23 (4%) 27(4%) 22 (4%) 17(3%) 

SCN/NICU admit 49 (9%) 53 (10%) 49 (8%) 61(10%) 68 (13%) 46 (9%) 

FDIU 2 0 3 3 6  1 

5 Min Apgar <7 6 5  7  12  ̂ 20 4 

    ^2 neonatal 

deaths (1 

term  and 

1@ 25wk)  

  

 

EDUCATION  

 

The midwives continue to cover for resident teaching at Strong and Highland once a week, as well as for 

CREOG exams and residentôs week activities.  All midwives provide clinical teaching in labor and 

delivery of 3
rd
 year medical students, Ob-Gyn, ED and FM residents.  

  

This year pediatric and med-peds residents doing their 2 week adolescent rotation spend an afternoon in 

RAMP.  Medical students doing their Primary Care Clerkship also rotate through the office.  Midwifery 

students from two distant learning programs are planned for 2010-11.  In addition, medical students will 

be involved in the Young Motherôs program as part of their 4
th
 year Community Health Improvement 

Course. 

 

RESEARCH AND PRESENTATIONS   

 

There are 4 research studies underway in RAMP and Midwifery in conjunction with Dr Kimberly 

OôBrien of Cornell University.  Allison McIntyre MPH continues as study recruiter and coordinator of 

these various grants.  The midwifery office provides her with space and the midwives participate in 

recruitment and collection of blood and placentas at delivery. 

 

1. Maternal/Fetal Bone Health in Pregnant Adolescents (RSRB 13065):  Recruitment and 

data collection for this study has ended, data analysis to be completed by June 2011.  

Several posters have been presented by graduate students from Cornell involved in the 

research.  Four papers are in process. PI: McNanley, now Cooper 

2. Placental Calcium Flux in Pregnant Adolescents (sub-study of RSRB 13065) 



 

3. Absorption of Iron from Heme and Non-Heme Sources and Mechanisms of Fetal Iron 

Transfer (RSRB 18180) PI: Eva Pressman 

4.  Impact of Maternal Anemia on Neonatal Iron Status, Placental Iron Transport and 

Functional Outcome Among Pregnant Adolescents. (RSRB 24804) Co-PI: Ronnie 

Guilette and Kimberly OôBrien (Auditory Brainstem Response) 

 

An NIH grant is being readied for 2011 submission to continue Heme and Non-Heme Iron Studies in 

Pregnancy. 

  

HOSPITAL, MEDICAL CENTER, AND COMMUNITY  COMMI TTEES 

 

Elizabeth Cooper  Vice Chair, State Board of Midwifery  

Highland Medical Executive Committee 

SMH/HH Credentialing and Privileging Committee 

     Highland OB QI Committee 

 Michele Burtner  HH Breastfeeding Committee  

 Tammy Farnham  Division Billing Coordinator  

Highland OB M&M Committee 

Jacqueline Nasso  Coordinator, Young Motherôs Prenatal Care  

Program 

    Board of Directors, Monroe County March of Dimes 

Center for Community Health Faculty Group and Worsksite 

Wellness Committee 

Metro Council for Teen Potential (MCTP 

Rebecca Skovgaard  Division Statistician 

Perifax Editorial Board 

 Helene Thompson-Scott   Division Colposcopy Coordinator 

FMC Team Builders 

     

FUTURE PLANS 

 

Renovation of 905 Culver versus relocation continues a top priority. Planning is underway for a womenôs 

health site that would include SMH and HH ob-gyn services.   

 

EMR has been on hold for several years pending decisions about building renovations or relocation.  This 

extended delay has created many difficulties for the practice, as well as the expense of maintaining and 

storing an increasing number of medical records.  It is hoped that we can convert to existing EMR in 

2010-11, prior to the conversion to a URMC-wide eRecord in 2012. 

 

The Young Mothers program will continue and billing issues will be resolved, so that the midwife can be 

reimbursed for the care given at the Hart St site. 

 

Full midwifery staffing gives an opportunity for development of innovative care delivery programs, 

including expansion of Centering to the Red Creek population. 



 

REPRODUCTIVE ENDOCRINOLOGY AND INFERTILITY  

 

 

 

Kathleen M. Hoeger, M.D. 
Division Director 

Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 

The Division of  Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility also includes: Adam 

Griffin, M.D. (Director, Fertility Preservation), Vivian Lewis, M.D., John T. 

Queenan, Jr., M.D. (IVF Director) and Rajesh K. Srivastava, Ph.D. (Laboratory 

Director, Andrology and IVF Program) 

 

 

OVERALL  
 

In 2009-2010, the Strong Fertility Center had a transition year that saw Strong Fertility Center continued 

growth in clinical volume, addition of new services, new accreditations and faculty transitions.  We had a 

long standing faculty member relocate and one move to a different academic position within the University.  

Dr. William Phipps is now faculty at the University of Minnesota.  Dr. Vivian Lewis became the Vice 

Provost for Faculty Development and Diversity at the University of Rochester and reduced her clinical time 

accordingly.  With our faculty group of Drs. Hoeger, Queenan and our new addition of Dr. Griffin, the 2009-

2010 academic year saw continued active clinical care at our Red Creek office.  The division saw a total of 

760 new patients. Our ultrasound volume has grown to more than 8600 studies annually.  Additionally, we 

provided more than 12,000 endocrine assays onsite including estradiol, progesterone, LH/FSH and HCG 

studies with rapid turnaround for patients. We continue to actively promote the Fertility Center working with 

complementary therapies to our fertility program, including no fee Womenôs Behavioral Health services, 

patient support groups and work with Ethan Borg to provide acupuncture services. The Womenôs Lifestyle 

Center, continuing its collaborations with Cardiology and Preventive Medicine, continues to offer a team 

approach to the management of PCOS. We are also collaborating with the Division of Reproductive 

Epidemiology on the impact of the environment and diet on male fertility. The Reproductive Endocrine 

division continues to be actively involved in both the residency and medical student educational curriculums 

and clinical rotations.  We look forward to continued growth in both the clinical and research arms of the 

division. 

 

PATIENT CARE  

 

Our IVF program continues to improve its clinical offerings under the direction of Dr. Rajesh Srivastava 

in the laboratory and Dr. John Queenan, medical director.  We have seen a continued increase in the 

success rate of the program, surpassing the national average in pregnancy rates in 2009.  We received a 

renewed grant for participation in the New York State Infertility Demonstration Project that allows us to 

offer discounted services for select couples requiring IVF and we continue to look for options that 

improve access and affordability of IVF for couples who need our services.   

 

Our IVF program has continued to expand.  We offer preimplantation genetic diagnosis and screening for 

couples with a single gene defect or recurrent aneuploidy.  Our donor oocyte program remains very 

successful.  We have successfully expanded our donor pool and we are now able to offer ooctye donor 

cycles without a wait for recipient couples.  Our ongoing 2009 IVF pregnancy rates including donor 

oocyte are shown in Figure 1.  Dr. Griffin became our director of our new IVF program in fertility 



 

preservation offering counseling and IVF therapies for young patients facing cancer.  Our first outreach 

program, CARE (Childbearing After REcovery) after cancer, successfully held it first fundraiser in 

October.  The wine tasting and silent auction benefit raised more than $7,000 in money for patient care 

for those needing fertility services. 

 

Our ovulation induction program continues to be successful.  The pregnancy rates for women treated with 

clomiphene and those for gonadotropins including combinations with GnRH antagonists are included in 

Tables 1-4.  Multiple births remain a concern with treatment and a focus for our practice to reduce to as 

low as possible a rate.   

 

Dr. Griffin has developed the first robotic surgery program in the area focused on fertility surgery.  He 

successfully completed more than 20 surgeries including myomectomies and tubal ligation reversals. 

 

The Womenôs lifestyle center run by Dr. Hoeger continues to offer opportunity for nutrition and exercise 

instruction for women with Polycystic Ovary Syndrome interested in improving their chances for 

conception or improvement of their health with lifestyle modification. Women can meet with a certified 

nutritionist and exercise physiologist experienced in treating patients with metabolic disease. Additionally 

we have added a behavioral intervention to assist with the difficulties in making and sustaining lifestyle 

change. The program operates out of our Red Creek site. 

 

EDUCATION  

 

The Reproductive Endocrine division continues to participate actively in resident and medical student 

education.  OB/GYN residents rotated on the reproductive endocrine service in their 2
nd

 year.  During 

each rotation they completed required reading and chapter reviews in the Speroff text of Reproductive 

Endocrinology.  They also presented a lecture to REI faculty and staff on a selected topic of interest in 

Reproductive Endocrinology at the conclusion of their rotation.  Residents participate fully in the clinical 

practice meeting patients in consultation, performing US and HSGs and operations with REI faculty.  

Additionally the division supports a rotation for the medical endocrinology fellowship program with the 

fellow attending clinic to learn specific aspects of reproductive endocrinology patient care.  The division 

also supports pelvic ultrasound education for residents in the emergency medicine residency program by 

providing a hands-on rotation in transvaginal scanning.  The division hosts 4
th
 year medical students on 

elective and also participates with the RIT physician assistant program with subspecialty-interested PA 

students completing a 6 week rotation. 

 

Dr. John Queenan continues to provide be the faculty advisor for the OB/GYN medical student special 

interest group.  This group serves an important function in helping recruit students to our specialty. The 

interest group sponsors monthly sessions for students in a variety of formats: informal get-together, faculty 

lectures on career choices, panel discussions featuring residents and fellows.   

 

Dr. Hoeger is a member of the executive committee and on the teaching faculty for the academic research 

tract (ART) for medical students electing an extra year of research to prepare for an academic research 

career.  The curriculum begins in the 1
st
 year with didactics in 1

st
 and 2

nd
 year followed by a year out for 

research.  The division also supports a ½ day session on basic science of reproduction as part of the 3
rd
 

year clerkship in OB/GYN. 

 

RESEARCH 
 

Our research activities and publications continue to grow. Dr. Hoegerôs research area of interest is in the 

metabolic and reproductive consequences of PCOS. A follow up study of adolescents treated with 



 

lifestyle modification is underway, and collaboration with medical endocrinology will allow for a joint 

clinical trial to be underway in the coming year. 

 

We had several residents complete their resident research projects with the division this year.    Third year 

residents, Dr. Lori Homa and Dr. Jillian Babu are working on their projects with Drs. Griffin and Hoeger 

respectively and hope to present their work in the near future. 

 

Our collaboration with Reproductive Epidemiology continues with completion of the RYMS study 

involving assessment of semen parameters in young men in the Rochester area relative to environmental 

and prenatal exposures.   

 

Our faculty continues to have both national and international presence in Reproductive endocrine 

research. 

 

NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY REI FACULTY  

 

Dr. Hoeger 

3
rd
 Peacocks Symposium, ñRisk versus Reality and Risk Prevention in PCOSò. September 2009. 

Istanbul, Turkey. 

ASRM SREI post graduate course Faculty, ñPCOS Origins and Destinyò Atlanta, October 2009. 

Lectures:  ñLong-term cardiovascular risks and their preventionò ñChildhood and adolescent 

management of PCOS-how early and how effectively can it be treated?ò  Debate: ñThe Rotterdam 

criteria have not simplified the diagnosis of PCOSò 

ASRM Roundtable luncheon: ñPolycystic Ovary Syndrome: When does it start?ò October 2009. 

Invited Grand Rounds, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Dept of OB/GYN, ñ Polycystic 

Ovary Syndrome: Risk versus Reality and Risk Preventionò  New York, December 2009. 

Endocrine Society Annual Meeting, Clinical Symposium:  Adolescent PCOS: Can we prevent an 

epidemic, San Diego June 2010  

 

Dr. Queenan 

  

Octuplets: A Collision between Technology and Ethics.ò Grand Rounds, Department of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH.  September 24, 2009. 

 

 ñDiagnosis, Medical and Surgical Management of Ectopic Pregnancy.ò   

ñHirsutism and PCOSò; ñRecurrent Pregnancy Lossò; ñGyn Case Reviewsò 

ñEvaluation and Management of Infertility and Ovulation Inductionò 

Columbus Comprehensive Review, Columbus, OH. September 23, 2009. 

 

ñOvulation Inductionò; ñManage and Prevent Complications in Laparoscopic and Hysteroscopic 

Surgeryò; ñEctopic Pregnancyò; Evaluation and Management of Hirsutism and PCOSò 

18
th
 Annual Review of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Lake Buena Vista, Fla. October 16-17, 

2009, 

 

ñCPT coding for ART: A Day in the Life of a Reproductive Endocrinologist.ò  

ñFrequently Asked Questions for Gyn Surgery and Procedures.ò SREI fellows Retreat.  

Park City, Utah. July 31, August 1, 2009. 



 

 

Dr. Griffin  

 

Griffin AM . ñAmniotic fluid derived cells and their use in stem cell applications.ò  Society for 

Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility T-32 Grant Special Research Presentation, American 

Society for Reproductive Medicine, Atlanta, GA 

 

Gargiulo AR, Griffin AM . ñRobotic adenomyomectomyò Video Presentation, American Society 

of Reproductive Medicine.  Atlanta, GA 

 

Gargiulo AR, Griffin AM , Skiadas CC. ñSafe fast-track teaching of robotic tubal reanastamosis" 

Video Presentation, American Society of Reproductive Medicine.  Atlanta, GA 

 

Gargiulo AR, Skiadas CC, Griffin AM . Rapin M, Henes J, D'Ambra MN. "Robotic tubal 

reanastomosis: A description of the technique in 3D anaglyphic video" Video Presentation, 

American Society of Reproductive Medicine.  Atlanta, GA. 

 

Dr. Srivastava 

 

A. Partridge, D. Smith, L. Paulhamus, J. Queenan, K. Hoeger, R. K. Srivastava. Assessment of 

early cleavage and its predictive value on embryo selection and pregnancy in IVF cycles.  

American Society of Reproductive Medicine, Annual meeting 2009,  published in Fertility and 

Sterility 92 (3), Supplement S145-S146. | 2009  

 

D. Smith, L. Paulhamus, A. Partridge, J. Queenan, K. Hoeger, R.K. Srivastava. Use of four cell 

embryos on day 2 to determineday 3 or day 5 transfer. American Society of Reproductive 

Medicine, Annual meeting 2009, published in Fertility and Sterility 92 (3), Supplement, S152. | 

2009  

 

PUBLICATIONS  

 

Dr. Hoeger 

 

M Harris-Glocker, K Davidson, L Kochman, D Guzick, K Hoeger. Improvement in Quality of 

Life Questionnaire Measures (PCOSQ) in Obese Adolescent Females with PCOS treated with 

Lifestyle Changes and Oral contraceptives, with or without Metformin. Fertil Steril 93(3):1016-9, 

2010 

 

AS Park, MA Lawson, SL Oberfield, KM Hoeger, SF Witchel, and RJ Chang. Serum Anti-

Mullerian Hormone Concentrations are Elevated in Oligomenorrheic Girls without evidence of 

Hyperandrogenism. J Clin Endocrinol Metab  95(4):1786-92, 2010. 

 

Dr. Lewis 

 

Lewis V, Barnhart J, Houghton JL, Charney P. A brief office educational intervention improved 

referral rates for hypertension control in women. International Journal of Cardiology. 2010; 139: 

204-206 

 

Lewis V.  Undertreatment of menopausal symptoms and novel options for comprehensive 

management.  Current Medical Research and Opinion.  2009; 25: 2689-2698. 

 



 

Archer DF, Lewis V, Carr BR, Olivier S. Pickar JH. Bazedoxifene/conjugated estrogens 

(BZA/CE): incidence of uterine bleeding in postmenopausal women.  Fertility and Sterility.  

2009; 92: 1039-44 

 

Dr. Queenan 

 

Queenan JT Jr: Coding Corner: Quarterly column written for ASRM News since 2001 

 

Brummel-Zeidins KE, Gissel M, Mann KG, Francis C, Queenan J: The Effect of High 

Circulating Estradiol Levels on Thrombin Generation During In Vitro Fertilization. Thrombosis 

Research, 124:505-507, 2009. 

 

Dr. Srivastava 

 

Olsen JS, Brown C, Capule C, Rubinshtein M, Doran TM, Srivastava RK, Feng C, Nilsson BL, 

Yanj J and Dewhurst S (2010). Amyloid binding small molecules efficiently block SEVI and 

semen mediated enhancement of HIV-1 infection. Journal of Biological Chemistry. 

 

FUTURE PLANS 

 

We are anticipating continued growth in our clinical offerings this year while we expand the robotics 

surgery offerings and focus our efforts on continued IVF growth. We look to hire new faculty to enhance 

our offerings with oocyte vitrification and cryopreservation.  Our research program will expand to explore 

environmental influences in the development of PCOS and anticipate the start of a clinical trial employing 

MMP inhibitors in PCOS.  Residency education demands have required the division to rethink REI 

exposure in residency and we look to develop a longitudinal exposure with clinical time each year and 

clinical modules to improve knowledge base in REI. 




