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TO:

All Clients of URMC Labs at Strong

FROM:  
Tai Kwong, Ph.D.

Director, Regional Toxicology Laboratory

(585) 275-5654

Tai_Kwong@URMC.Rochester.edu
SUBJECT:
Changes in Amphetamine and Cocaine Metabolite Confirmation Testing
Changes in Fentanyl Testing
DATE:

March 3, 2008
On Monday March 3, 2008, Regional Toxicology Laboratory will change the methodology for analyzing Amphetamine and Cocaine metabolite confirmations.  Currently we use Thin Layer Chromatography (TLC) to identify these components.  Toxicology will be switching to Liquid Chromatography with tandem mass spectrometer (LC-MS/MS).  The new method has increased sensitivity than the current assay and has less interference from other substances with the chromatography.  We will also be switching our Fentanyl assay from Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GCMS) to the LC-MS/MS method.
The following are the components we will be identifying along with the limit of detection:

	Drug
	Drug Limit of Detection (ng/ml)

	Amphetamine
	20

	Methamphetamine
	5

	Ephedrine and/or Psuedoephedrine
	15

	Phenylpropanolamine
	25

	Phentermine
	15

	Methyldioxyamphetamine (MDA)
	10

	Methyldioxymethamphetamine (MDMA)
	5

	Methyldioxy-N-ethylamphetamine (MDEA)
	10

	Cocaine Metabolite  (Benzoylecgonine)
	5

	Fentanyl
	10

	Norfentanyl
	15


Initial screening testing remains the same for Amphetamine and Cocaine Metabolite.  This change only affects the confirmation testing.    [image: image3.png]
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