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TO:

Clients of URMC Labs 

FROM:  
Tai Kwong, PhD
Director, Regional Toxicology Laboratory

SUBJECT:
Changes in Cyclosporine Testing
DATE:

December 22, 2008
The Regional Toxicology Laboratory is pleased to announce that, as of Monday, December 22nd, the Laboratory began measuring cyclosporine levels by two new tandem mass spectrometers.  The new assays on these advanced instruments provide improved accuracy to cyclosporine levels.  The instrument of the current assay (Abbott TDx) is being phased out by the manufacturer and will no longer be available in 2009.

The tandem mass spectrometer (LCMS) results were compared with the current immunoassay method (Abbott TDx Monoclonal antibody assay).  As expected, the LCMS results are lower (average 41% lower) than the TDx results because immunoassays are known to be non-specific and they measure both cyclosporine AND cyclosporine metabolites.  Samples were sent to our reference laboratory (Mayo Clinic), which employs the same LCMS method, to check for accuracy.  Our results agreed on average within 4% with those of the Mayo Clinic. 
If you have any questions, please contact:
Tai Kwong, PhD
Director, Regional Toxicology Laboratory

Phone: (585) 275-5654

E-Mail: Tai_Kwong@URMC.Rochester.edu
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Thank you for choosing URMC Labs as your lab services provider

