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November 2008 Lab Services Outreach

“News You Can Use” Bulletin
· Changes in Tacrolimus & Sirolimus Testing
· On October 13th, 2008,  URMC Labs’ Regional Toxicology Laboratory began using new tandem mass spectrometers & assays to measure tacrolimus & sirolimus levels
· Both the old and new tacrolimus assays yield comparable results

· The new sirolimus results will be, on average, 25% higher due to the assay change

· The advanced instruments and new assays provide improved accuracy, reliability, & turnaround time
· Please direct any questions to Dr. Tai Kwong, Regional Toxicology Lab Director

Phone: (585) 275-5654

E-Mail: Tai_Kwong@URMC.Rochester.edu
· Relocation of Blood Bank Autologous Donation Program
· In November 2008, the Blood Bank Autologous Program will be moving to the first floor of Strong Memorial Hospital, in the vicinity of the information/reception desk and the laboratory outpatient area.  

· The donation process is a free service for patients who will be undergoing surgery at Strong Memorial or Highland Hospital and meet the following 3 criteria:
· Healthy enough to donate, with a hemoglobin ≥ 11

· There is a high likelihood that surgery will require blood

· A prescription from the requesting provider is received by the Blood Bank, with certain required information included
· A pamphlet entitled “Donating Your Own Blood for Surgery” is available from the Blood bank by calling (585) 275-3189

· A patient may donate up to 3 days before surgery and the blood is good for 35 days

· Please direct any questions to Debbie Masel, Blood Bank Chief Supervisor

Phone: (585) 275-9658

E-Mail: Debra_Masel@URMC.Rochester.edu
How to contact us:
E-mail: LabServicesOutreach@URMC.Rochester.edu
OR
Client Services Call Center: (585) 350-2600, option 3
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