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

 

Prospects for child health?

“I think it depends. In the long run, child health 
is about advocacy. Children don’t vote. They 

can’t lobby, unlike, say, the geriatric community. I 
think that is one of the major reasons why groups 
such as handicapped children have never made 

the same kind of progress that the elderly 
population has. One of the keys to the future 
of child health is advocacy for children and 

their causes. ”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
C. Everett Koop – a pediatric surgeon who gained recognition at CHOP and then served as the Surgeon General under Ronald Reagan



Outline


 

What is legislative advocacy


 

Why providers don’t advocate


 

How to advocate


 

Advocacy Resources


 

Federal, state, local, general



 

Local issues



Legislative Advocacy



 

Proposing new laws or 
changes to existing laws



 

Attempting to persuade 
legislators to adopt a 
particular stance on an issue 
(ie, lobbying)



Why Providers Don’t Advocate


 

I don’t have time


 

I don’t know what to say


 

I don’t know my legislator


 

I don’t know the address


 

I don’t have any envelopes, paper, stamps


 

I can’t

I don’t know HOW!



Why get involved?



How to Advocate


 

Editorial or Letter to the Editor in the 
newspaper





How to Advocate


 

Editorial or Letter to the Editor in the 
newspaper



 

Write or email your legislators


 

Keep written letters to one page



A message from Senator Charles E. Schumer Nov. 11, 2008
senator@schumer.senate.gov

Dear Dr. Gellin: 

Thank you for your letter in support of S. 358, the Genetic Information Nondiscrimation Act (GINA) of 2008. I 
agree with you that Americans must be protected from health and employment discrimination based on genetic 
testing. This is why I co-sponsored and voted for this legislation. I am pleased to let you know that this bill is now 
law. 

This new law provides important protections for Americans. It has been reported that two-thirds of major U.S. 
companies require medical examinations of new employees. Prior to the passage of GINA, some of these 
examinations included genetic tests which allowed employers to view family medical history and subsequently base 
hiring decisions on genetic information. Health insurance companies have also used genetic test results as the basis 
for coverage denials. As a result, Americans have feared genetic testing, which can be crucial for detecting certain 
diseases and health problems in earlier stages. 

GINA will ensure that Americans are protected from genetic discrimination. The new law prohibits employers and 
health insurance providers from requesting or demanding a genetic test, and from making decisions based on 
information derived from test results. By removing the fear of health and employment discrimination, I am hopeful 
that more Americans will feel comfortable taking these tests that can be so important for early detection and life- 
saving treatment. 

Thank you for contacting me on this important issue. Please do not hesitate to contact me in the future if I can ever 
be of assistance to you on this, or any other matter. 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Schumer 
United States Senator 

Please do not respond to this email. To send another message please visit my website at 
http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/contact/webform.cfm . Thank you.

Response letter

mailto:senator@schumer.senate.gov
http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/contact/webform.cfm


How to Advocate


 

Editorial or Letter to the Editor in the 
newspaper



 

Write or email your legislators


 

Keep written letters to one page


 

Advocacy alerts


 

Federal Advocacy Action Network (FAAN) - AAP


 

Children’s Defense Fund


 

http://www.childrensdefense.org



 

Kaiser Family Foundation


 

http://www.kff.org



 

First Focus


 

http://www.firstfocus.net/

http://www.childrensdefense.org/
http://www.kff.org/
http://www.firstfocus.net/






How to Advocate


 

Editorial or Letter to the Editor in the 
newspaper



 

Write or email your legislators


 

Keep written letters to one page


 

Advocacy alerts



 

Call or visit your legislator


 

Testify at hearings





How to Advocate



 

Advocacy Made Easy for Busy People


 

http://www.npaction.org/article/articleview/673/1/229

http://www.npaction.org/article/articleview/673/1/229


Child Advocacy Resources 



 

PLC website


 

http://www.plccare.org



 

Kids Count Data Book Online


 

http://www.kidscount.org/sld/databook.jsp



 

AAP


 

http://www.aap.org

http://www.plccare.org/
http://www.kidscount.org/sld/databook.jsp
http://www.aap.org/














Federal Government


 

How a bill becomes a law


 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEJL2Uuv-oQ

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEJL2Uuv-oQ


http://clerkkids.house.gov/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found on Darlene Hooley’s website (Oregon congresswoman)



Federal Government



 

Federal Government Websites


 

http://www.senate.gov/


 

http://www.house.gov



 

Another helpful website


 

http://www.vote-smart.org

http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.vote-smart.org/
http://www.vote-smart.org/index.htm


110th
 

Congress (2007-08)


 

Toy Safety


 

Reauthorize and modernize Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (law on 8/14/08)



 

Head Start


 

Reauthorize act to improve quality and expand 
access (law on 12/12/07)



 

Minimum Wage


 

Increased to $7.25 over 2 years (law on 
5/27/07)



 

Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research


 

Presidential veto



Some Current Issues 
in Federal Government



 

Responsible Expansion of SCHIP Act 
(S.275 / H.R.2)


 

Recently signed into law by President 
Obama



 

Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act (H.R.1108/S.625)


 

Passed House, in Senate committee



 

Fulfilling the Potential of Women in 
Academic Science and Engineering Act 
(H.R.1144)


 

In House Committee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Family smoking – give FDA authority over tobacco industry

Women - To increase awareness of the existence of and to overcome gender bias in academic science and engineering through research and training, and for other purposes. Would expand grant deadlines and fund interim technical support while on family leave.  Universities to have gender equity workshops.



State Government


 

Legislature




 

http://assembly.state.ny.us/



 

Senate


 

http://www.senate.state.ny.us

http://assembly.state.ny.us/
http:///
http://www.senate.state.ny.us/


Issues in State Government


 

Healthy Teens Act


 

2007 & 2008 - passed Assembly, died in Senate


 

2009 (A.1806) – in Assembly committee



 

Medical Liability Reform Act (A.6184)


 

Referred to committee



 

Managed Care Reform (A.4301)


 

Referred to committee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Healthy teens act - Grant program to support age-appropriate comprehensive sex education

Medical liability – important provisions to control the outrageously high cost of liability insurance that physicians must pay in New York State.

Managed care reform - permitting physicians and other health care providers the legal ability to negotiate collectively critically important patient care and reimbursement contract terms with health plans 





Local Government


 

Monroe County Legislature


 

http://www.monroecounty.gov/


 

Includes link for absentee voting



 

Monroe County Health 
Initiatives


 

http://www.healthaction.org



 

City of Rochester


 

http://www.ci.rochester.ny.us/

http://www.monroecounty.gov/
http://www.healthaction.org/
http://www.ci.rochester.ny.us/


County Government


 

Monroe County Budget


 

Approximately $1 billion dollar budget 


 

Budget deadline pushed back to Nov. 15; vote 
on budget in Dec.


 

Gives public short window of time for analysis





 

How will kids be affected?


 

Evidence-based programs


 

http://www.thechildrensagenda.org/index.html

http://www.thechildrensagenda.org/index.html


Why You Can Make a Difference


 

You already advocate for your patients on 
an individual basis



 

You are an expert in healthcare



 

You are a valued member of your 
community



 

You now have some basic strategies
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