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C. Everett Koop (2004)

Prospects for child health?

“I think 1t depends. In the long run, child health
Is about advocacy. Children don’t vote. They

can’t lobby, unlike, say, the geriatric community. |

think that is one of the major reasons why groups
such as handicapped children have never made

the same kind of progress that the elderly
population has. One of the keys to the future
of child health is advocacy for children and
their causes.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
C. Everett Koop – a pediatric surgeon who gained recognition at CHOP and then served as the Surgeon General under Ronald Reagan


Outline

What is legislative advocacy
Why providers don’t advocate
How to advocate

Advocacy Resources
= Federal, state, local, general

Local iIssues




Legislative Advocacy

Proposing new laws or
changes to existing laws

Attempting to persuade
legislators to adopt a
particular stance on an issue
(ie, lobbying)




Why Providers Don’t Advocate

| don’t have time

| don’t know what to say

| don’t know my legislator

| don’t know the address

| don’t have any envelopes, paper, stamps
| can't

| don’t know HOW!




Why get involved?




How to Advocate

Editorial or Letter to the Edito_r_i_rl ‘tuhg
newspaper

DemocratandChronicle.com

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK

Visiting nurses could help
fortify family well-being

DR. JEFFREY M. S S
KACZOROWSKI W o7

GUEST
ESSAYIST

here were 6,300 cases of child

abuse reported in Monroe

County in 2004. This is the high-
est level of child abuse reports in the
county in more than a decade and rep-
resents a 6 percent increase over 2003,
Also, the rate of reported child abuse is
higher in Monroe County than many
other New York state counties.

Child abuse is not only traumatic in
itself, but it also increases the risk of
adverse consequences among maltreat-
ed children, such as early pregnancy,
drug abuse, school failure, incarcera-
tion and mental illness. Children who
have been physically abused are also
more likely to perpetrate aggressive
behavior and violence later in their
lives,

Child abuse is a terrible and impor-
tant problem, nationally and in Roches-
ter. However, does anything work to
prevent it?

At The Children’s Agenda, we have
been working on this issue, and the an-
swer is yes,

The Children's Agenda mission is to
improve the health and well-being of
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JOSEPH SPECTOR
STAFF WRITER

The Army said Thursday
it will look into reports that
a soldier's coffin was put
into a baggage cart last
month with other luggage
at the Greater Rochester
International Alrport,

A woman and her three

friends said they witnessed
a ﬂag-dra?;d woodaen box
with a coffin inside taken
from an alrplana’s luggage
converor and placed In o
cart alongside other lug-
gage on tho runwa)
Cynthia Hoag of Dang-
ville, Living Hounty,

Democrat and Chronicle
on Tuesday describing the
incident,

Since then, local political
leaders have called for new
procedures und an investi-
gation into what happened.
“We ars looking into the
now,” Army
Lt Gol. Kevin

DEMOCRATANDCHRONICLE.COM
P Join the Story Chat by
clicking on this story. Read
Cynthia Hoag's essay.

Arata said in an e-mail
statement, adding:
“The Army is always

Tony Knier
Believed to
be soldier
whose
body was
coming

M| home from
'l lraq.

concerned with treating all
of our fallen comrades’ re-
mains with the utmost dig-
nity and respect.”

Rep. Thomas Reynolds,

Coffin story sparks uproar

Army to probe Rochester incident

Cynthia
Hoag

Her op-ed
piece said
| coffin was
put on a
baggage
cart.

R-Clarence, Erie County,
said he requested that the
Army conduct a full

COFFIN, PAGE 4A




How to Advocate

Editorial or Letter to the Editor in the
newspaper

Write or email your legislators
= Keep written letters to one page




Response letter

A message from Senator Charles E. Schumer Nov. 11, 2008
senator@schumer.senate.gov

Dear Dr. Gellin:

Thank you for your letter in support of S. 358, the Genetic Information Nondiscrimation Act (GINA) of 2008. |
agree with you that Americans must be protected from health and employment discrimination based on genetic
testing. This is why | co-sponsored and voted for this legislation. | am pleased to let you know that this bill is now
law.

This new law provides important protections for Americans. It has been reported that two-thirds of major U.S.
companies require medical examinations of new employees. Prior to the passage of GINA, some of these
examinations included genetic tests which allowed employers to view family medical history and subsequently base
hiring decisions on genetic information. Health insurance companies have also used genetic test results as the basis
for coverage denials. As a result, Americans have feared genetic testing, which can be crucial for detecting certain
diseases and health problems in earlier stages.

GINA will ensure that Americans are protected from genetic discrimination. The new law prohibits employers and
health insurance providers from requesting or demanding a genetic test, and from making decisions based on
information derived from test results. By removing the fear of health and employment discrimination, | am hopeful
that more Americans will feel comfortable taking these tests that can be so important for early detection and life-
saving treatment.

Thank you for contacting me on this important issue. Please do not hesitate to contact me in the future if I can ever
be of assistance to you on this, or any other matter.

Sincerely,

Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator

Please do not respond to this email. To send another message please visit my website at
http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/contact/webform.cfm . Thank you.



mailto:senator@schumer.senate.gov
http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/contact/webform.cfm

How to Advocate

Editorial or Letter to the Editor in the
newspaper

Write or email your legislators
= Keep written letters to one page

= Advocacy alerts

Federal Advocacy Action Network (FAAN) - AAP
Children’s Defense Fund

http://www.childrensdefense.org

Kaiser Family Foundation
http://www.Kkff.org

First Focus
http://www.firstfocus.net/



http://www.childrensdefense.org/
http://www.kff.org/
http://www.firstfocus.net/

| CAN'T ELECT LEADERS WHO WILL CARE ABOUT MY NEEDS

VOTE FOR ME

For the first time in our nation’s history, a majority of Americans
believe that the next generation will fare worse than their parents.

Tor
1r

l_:l RST FOC US

WY FIRSTFOCUS. MNET

America has always been about ensuring a brighter future for aur children and grandchildren.
Yet, the share of faderal spanding on children has fallan by mere than 10 percent over the past five years.
With 14 million children living in poverty, 9 million kids without health inmrance, and 1.2 millien
students dropping et of schocl each year, we ows the next generalion mere than emply promises.

Owr nation’s future deserves better. This fall, cast a vete to make children a priority. IFs time to elect

candidates who will suppest the leaders of lomorrow.
'm Emily foge 3] and | approve this messoge,



| CAN'T ELECT LEADERS WHO WILL CARE ABOUT MY NEEDS

VOTE FOR ME

In the 2008 Olympics the United States was the world’s best, finishing first in medals.
But when it comes to caring for our children, are we even a contender?

Lol America has always risen to the challenge of ensuring a brighter future for our children and

"[ l" grandchildren. Yet today, we rank 20% oot of 21 industrialized nations in child peverty and wallbeing.
America has the second werst infant mertality rafe, and cur graduation rates place us 13* in the world, We
shatered records in Beijing, but have o long way to go o achieve victory for our children.

Fl RST FOCUE) Qur nation’s fulwie deserves bater. This fall, cast a vate to make children a priority. It's fime 1o elect

candidates who will suppert the leaders of tomomaw.

WY FIRSTFOCUS MET - I'm focoh joge 7] and [ approve this message.



How to Advocate

Editorial or Letter to the Editor in the
newspaper

Write or emaill your legislators
= Keep written letters to one page
= Advocacy alerts

Call or visit your legislator
Testify at hearings

P s x Y
VOTE

e 4




How to Advocate
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~ Advocacy Made Easy for Busy People

m http://www.npaction.org/article/articleview/673/1/229



http://www.npaction.org/article/articleview/673/1/229

Child Advocacy Resources

PLC website /\
m http://www.plccare.org 1

Kids Count Data Book Online
m http://www.Kidscount.org/sld/databook.jsp

2008 KIDS COUNT
DU T BTN

AAP

m http://www.aap.orq



http://www.plccare.org/
http://www.kidscount.org/sld/databook.jsp
http://www.aap.org/
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7777) = 250% FPL - 299% FPL

Income eligibility limits reflect state-level enactments, some of which may no =]
% - 2 300% FPL implemented. Please see previous charts for details




MEDICAL LIABILITY REFORM
9‘9{1%:3 l i
>

I = States with no cap on damages in medical liability cases




MENTAL/BEHAVIORAL HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE

d

= States with only mental health parity laws
I = States with only autism services laws
= States with both autism services and mental health parity laws



CHILDHOOD OBESITY PREVENTION

I = State laws addressing school nutrition (enacted since 2003)
[ | =State laws addressing physical education in schools (enacted since 2003)
—— = States with laws that address both




TOBACCO PREVENTION

j N

- = States where 2009 funds are committed to tobacco control at amounts
50 - 100 % of CDC guidelines (amounts vary)

- = States where 2009 funds are committed to tobacco control at amounts
25 - 49% of CDC guidelines (amounts vary)




SAFE STORAGE OF FIREARMS

- = States with a firearm safe storage law




Federal Government

How a bill becomes a law
m http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEJL2Uuv-00Q

o A Bill's Journey to Law



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEJL2Uuv-oQ

o Committee Action... o Subcommittee Action...

Knock! KnocK!

o eginning of a Bill . . . o Propose a Bill ... o Introduce a Bill .. .

A. Bill began as just a little
idea in someone's brain . .

... But only a Member of
Congress can be a bill's sponsor.

In the House, the bill is introduced by A Bill Clerk assigns a bill a number, and

18 . A bill goes to a subcommittes Expert
putting it in the hopper to wait its turn. then a bill is referred to the proper committee.

for specialized analysis, Witness l

o Refer to Senate ... o Vote on the Bill .. ..

T’% Time to AA
S 7 . 1 TPt
. X 2

_

If a bill passes in the House,
it goes through a similar pracess in the Senate.

|

The Bill is Enrolled ...

If the committee agrees
that the bill is ready, it is favorably reported
and included on the House Calendar.

Then a bill is read by title and put to a vote
Members may vote "Yea," "Nay," or "Present.”

The bill is carefully considered on the House
Floor, and more amendments may be made.

or BUST! o The Bill is Vetoed.

E—

Back to the
drawing board|

A bill is "enrolled" ance it has passed in both
chambers and is sent to the president.

If the bill passes in both chambers, and the
President approves it, the bill becomes a law!

VETOES

If the bill passes in both houses, but the
president vetoes it, it's back to the drawing
board for A. Bill!

Even if the President has vetoed a bill, the bill
can still become a law if Congress votes to
override the veto.

http://clerkkids.house.gov/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found on Darlene Hooley’s website (Oregon congresswoman)


Federal Government

Federal Government Websites
m http://www.senate.qov/
m http://www.house.gov

Project A

Another helpful website :
_ ofe
m http://www.vote-smart.orqg Smurl



http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.vote-smart.org/
http://www.vote-smart.org/index.htm

110%™ Congtess (2007-08)

Toy Safety

m Reauthorize and modernize Consumer Product
Safety Commission (law on 8/14/08)

Head Start

= Reauthorize act to improve gquality and expand
access (law on 12/12/07)

Minimum Wage

m Increased to $7.25 over 2 years (law on
5/27/07)

Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research
= Presidential veto




9
Some Current Issues
in Federal Government

Responsible Expansion of SCHIP Act
(5.275 / H.R.2)

= Recently signed into law by President
Obama

Family Smoking Prevention and
Tobacco Control Act (H.R.1108/5.625)

m Passed House, in Senate committee

e

>

Fulfilling the Potential of Women in

Academic Science and Engineering Act S I\) P
(H.R.1144)

®m In House Committee



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Family smoking – give FDA authority over tobacco industry

Women - To increase awareness of the existence of and to overcome gender bias in academic science and engineering through research and training, and for other purposes. Would expand grant deadlines and fund interim technical support while on family leave.  Universities to have gender equity workshops.


State Government

Legislature

http://assembly.state.ny.us/

m Senate
http://www.senate.state.ny.us



http://assembly.state.ny.us/
http:///
http://www.senate.state.ny.us/

Issues in State Government

Healthy Teens Act
= 2007 & 2008 - passed Assembly, died in Senate [
= 2009 (A.1806) — in Assembly committee REAL

sex ed
saves lives.

Medical Liability Reform Act (A.6184)
m Referred to committee

America’s Medical Liability Crisis:

Managed Care Reform (A.4301) [auaiis s
m Referred to committee



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Healthy teens act - Grant program to support age-appropriate comprehensive sex education

Medical liability – important provisions to control the outrageously high cost of liability insurance that physicians must pay in New York State.

Managed care reform - permitting physicians and other health care providers the legal ability to negotiate collectively critically important patient care and reimbursement contract terms with health plans 




l.ocal Government

Monroe County Legislature

m http://www.monroecounty.gov/
Includes link for absentee voting

Monroe County Health
Initiatives
m http://www.healthaction.org

City of Rochester
m http://www.ci.rochester.ny.us/



http://www.monroecounty.gov/
http://www.healthaction.org/
http://www.ci.rochester.ny.us/

County Government

Monroe County Budget
= Approximately $1 billion dollar budget

= Budget deadline pushed back to Nov. 15; vote
on budget in Dec.

Gives public short window of time for analysis

, TheChildren'sAgenda

.

How will kids be affected?
Evidence-based programs
http://www.thechildrensagenda.org/index.html



http://www.thechildrensagenda.org/index.html

Why You Can Make a Ditterence

You already advocate for your patients on
an individual basis

You are an expert in healthcare

You are a valued member of your
community

You now have some basic strategies
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