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URMC 2nd Annual 
Advanced Endoscopy 
Nurses Course: 2016
Live Cases • Hands-on Workshop • Lectures

FRIDAY, APRIL 22

7:00 am - 7:30 am	 Registration and Breakfast

7:30 am - 7:45 am	 Welcome 
Vivek Kaul, MD, FACG, FASGE 
Truptesh Kothari, MD, MS

7:45 am - 8:45 am	 Live Procedures and Case Presentations  

8:45 am - 9:30 am	 Pancreatic Cancer 2016: Endoscopic  
Evaluation and Management 
Vanessa M. Shami, MD

	 Enteral Stenting: Tips and Tricks for Staff 
Cyrus R. Piraka, MD, FASGE

9:30 am - 9:45 am 	 Break

9:45 am - 10:45 am	 Live Procedures and Case Presentations

10:45 am - 11:45 am	 Interventional Endoscopy in the Liver Patient 
Jonathan Huang, DO

	 ERCP 2016: Old Dog, New Tricks 
Shyam J. Thakkar, MD

	 Kristine Jaeger, RN, BSN, CGRN 

11:45 am - 12:45 pm	 Lunch

12:45 pm - 1:45 pm	 Live Procedures and Case Presentations

1:45 pm - 2:15 pm	 New Frontiers in Endoscopy: POEM, ESD, Full 
Thickness Resection, and Advanced Imaging 
Harshit S. Khara, MD

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm 	 Break

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 	 Live Procedures and Case Presentations

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm	 Case Presentations: “Poll the Audience” 
Shivangi Kothari, MD  
Danielle Marino, MD 

4:00 pm - 4:30 pm	 Evaluation and Closing Remarks 
Shivangi Kothari, MD

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm	 Complimentary Cocktail Reception (optional) 
Please register for reception when signing up 
for course

SATURDAY, APRIL 23

7:30 am - 8:00 am	 Welcome and Breakfast

8:00 am - 12:00 pm	 Hands-on Workshop: 
(Timed rotations through) 
- Explant tables for EMR, ERCP,  
	 variceal 	bleed management,  
	 endoscopic closure, and foreign body removal 
- Models for enteral stenting 
- Live animal station for ERCP and EUS

12:00 pm - 12:30 pm	 Evaluation, Closing Remarks and Boxed Lunch
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Friday, April 22, 2016 
7:00 am - 4:30 pm

Saturday, April 23, 2016
7:30 am - 12:30 pm

gastro.urmc.edu

AGENDA
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UMRC 2nd Annual 
Advanced Endoscopy  
Nurses Course: 2016
Friday, April 22, 2016  
7:00 am - 4:30 pm
LIVE PROCEDURES AND LECTURES:
Class of ‘62 Auditorium, Room G-9425 with live broadcast 
from Center for Advanced Therapeutic Endoscopy 
Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology 
University of Rochester Medical Center 
601 Elmwood Avenue, Rochester, NY

Saturday, April 23, 2016 
7:30 am - 12:30 pm
HANDS-ON WORKSHOP: 
Developmental Endoscopy Lab at University of  
Rochester (DELUR)

Objectives: Participants will learn best practice paradigms in routine endoscopic 
care and the latest advances in therapeutic and interventional endoscopy.  

Target audience: GI nurses, technicians and mid-level providers who are 
interested in improving their endoscopy practice and learning about new 
technologies, techniques and devices in endoscopy.

Format: Didactic lectures, live case presentations and a “hands-on” workshop 
utilizing models, animal explants and live animal platform. The program will 
focus on current general and advanced endoscopic therapies for treatment of 
benign and malignant disorders of the gastrointestinal tract, liver, pancreas and 
biliary system.  

Attendance: Limited to 150 people for the didactic component  
of the course. Hands-on workshop limited to the first 72  
(of above 150) registrants.

PROGRAM CHAIR
Vivek Kaul, MD, FACG, FASGE
Segal-Watson Professor of Medicine  
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology

COURSE DIRECTORS
Shivangi Kothari, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine  
Associate Director of Endoscopy, Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Truptesh Kothari, MD, MS 
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Director, DELUR, Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Asad Ullah, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine
Director of Endoscopy, Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Kristine Jaeger, RN, BSN, CGRN
Assistant Nurse Manager, Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology

URMC FACULTY                                                           
Jonathan Huang, DO	 Danielle Marino, MD
Vivek Kaul, MD, FACG, FASGE	 Asad Ullah, MD
Shivangi Kothari, MD	 Thomas Werth, MD
Truptesh Kothari, MD, MS

GUEST FACULTY       

Harshit S. Khara, MD 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Director of Endoscopic and Translational Research Program 
Center of Advanced Therapeutic Endoscopy  
Department of Gastroenterology and Nutrition 
Geisinger Health System, Danville, PA

Cyrus R. Piraka, MD, FASGE 
Section Chief, Advanced Therapeutic Endoscopy 
Director, Advanced Therapeutic Endoscopy Fellowship 
Division of Gastroenterology 
Henry Ford Health System, Detroit, MI

Vanessa M. Shami, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine with Tenure 
Director of Endosonography 
University of Virginia Health System, Charlottesville, VA

Michael Smith, MD, MBA 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Medical Director, Temple Esophageal Program  
Temple University, Philadelphia, PA

Shyam J. Thakkar, MD
Adjunct Associate Professor
Director of Developmental Endoscopy
Allegheny General Hospital
Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA

COURSE COORDINATORS      

Krystle Bittner, MPH, BA		  Jessica Delaura, BS

Registration and Fees: To register, visit CEL.URMC.edu and choose “Events” 
on the right-hand side, then choose “April 22 & 23, URMC 2nd Annual  
Advanced Endoscopy Nurses Course.”

Hands-on workshop (full course, Fri., Apr. 22 and Sat, Apr. 23) ................. $95.00	
(Limited to first 72 of 150 registrants)

Didactics only (Fri., Apr. 22) ....................................................................... $65.00 
(Limited to 150 registrants)

No refunds for no-shows or cancellations. 

Accommodations: Attendees requiring overnight accommodations may  
contact Hilton Garden Inn, 30 Celebration Drive, Rochester, New York 14642; 
(585) 242-4404; www.HiltonGardenInn3.Hilton.com. 

When making reservations, please indicate that you are part of the  University of 
Rochester GI Department. Reservations at the discounted group rate ($129/night) 
will be available until April 1, 2016.

Cancellation Policy for Accommodations: If a no call/no show occurs, the 
individual credit card on file will be charged for one night at the group rate.

At the conclusion of this course, participants will be able to:
	 1)	 Understand the pathophysiology and endoscopic management of a 

wide range of gastrointestinal diseases.

	 2)	 Learn the indications, contraindications and complications of various 
general and advanced endoscopic procedures.

	 3)	 Learn best endoscopic practice paradigms for general endoscopic 
procedures.

	 4)	 Discuss advances in endoscopic evaluation and management of 
pancreatic cancer.

	 5)	 Understand the pathophysiology and indications for endoscopic 
enteral stenting.

	 6)	 Review the treatment options for endoscopic therapies for 
esophageal, gastric and duodenal varices.

	 7)	 Expand application of ERCP technologies to enhance technique and 
skill development.

	 8)	 Explore innovation in endoscopic therapies (POEM, ESD, endoscopic 
suturing and closure devices, full thickness resection, and advances in 
endoscopic imaging). 

	 9)	 Examine enhanced diagnostic and therapeutic function utilizing 
endoscopic ultrasound.

10)	 Observe live therapeutic endoscopy procedures (Zenkers 
Diverticulectony, Barrett’s ablation, EMR, ERCP, etc.) with an 
interactive, panel-based case discussion.

11)	 Participate in hands-on learning laboratory for ERCP, EUS, EMR, stents, 
clips, controlling a variceal bleed, and disposable device training.

Accreditation “This activity has been submitted to PA State Nurses Association for  
approval to award contact hours. PA State Nurses Association is accredited as an approver of 
continuing nursing education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation.”  URMC has requested 7 CE’s for Friday and 11 CE’s for the full course.

Disclaimer The University of Rochester Medical Center makes every effort to ensure that 
speakers at this event are well recognized authorities in their fields. Attendees are nevertheless 
advised that the statements and opinions expressed are those of the speakers, not those of the 
University of Rochester Medical Center.

Sponsorship for the program is provided by the URMC Division of Gastroenterology & 
Hepatology and by the industry, in the form of unrestricted educational grants, disposable 
devices and equipment.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Noelle Fagan (Lead GI Tech)	 Louis DiVincenti (Director, Animal Lab) 
Laura McElroy, MD (Anesthesia) 	 Edd Altavela (AV Chair)  
Mary Jo Ciaccia RN, BSN, MPA	 Scott Allen (AV Director)  
Daniel Nowak, RN (Nurse Manager)	 Diane Frank (CEL) 
Jeremiah Kirkland (Admin Support)
	
	  		
	

Special thanks to all the providers, nurses and staff of the Division of  
Gastroenterology & Hepatology who made this event possible. 


