Health Equity Focused Funding Opportunities - October 2026

The Role of Work in Health Disparities in the U.S. (R01 Clinical Trials Optional)
Deadline: November 5th, 2026
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-292.html
American Cancer Society Research Scholar Grants (RSG)
Deadline: December 1, 2026
Apply: https://www.cancer.org/research/we-fund-cancer-research/apply-research-grant/grant-types/research-scholar-grants.html.
NIH Ruth L. Kirschstein NRSA Individual Fellowships (Parent F31 predoctoral / F32 postdoctoral)
Deadline: December 8, 2026
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-25-422.html
Note: for doctoral students and postdocs with a mentor at URMC.
NIH Support for Conferences and Scientific Meetings (Parent R13), PA-25-080
Deadline: December 14, 2026 (standard date December 12 falls on a Saturday)
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-25-080.html
Note: requires prior approval from the funding institute; check with the program officer well before the deadline.
American Cancer Society Cancer Health Research Centers (CHERCs), resubmissions
Deadline: December 15, 2026 (resubmissions only; new applications start with the February 9, 2027 LOI below)
Apply: https://www.cancer.org/research/we-fund-cancer-research/apply-research-grant/grant-types/rfa-cancer-health-research-centers.html
Dissemination and Implementation Research in Health (R01 Clinical Trial Optional), PAR-25-144
Deadline: February 5, 2027 (LOI requested 30 days prior)
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-144.html
Advancing Healthcare for Older Adults from Populations that Experience Health Disparities (R01 Clinical Trial Optional), PAR-24-273 (NIMHD, NIA, NINR, NCI)
Deadline: February 5, 2027
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-24-273.html
Risk and Protective Factors of Family Health and Family Level Interventions (R01 Clinical Trial Optional), PAR-25-317 (NINR)
Deadline: February 5, 2027 (last due date before the May 2027 expiration)
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-317.html
Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment or Prevention (SBIRT/P) for Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Use in Adult Populations that Experience Health Disparities (R01 Clinical Trial Required), PAR-26-001
Deadline: February 5, 2027 (confirm in NOFO; reissue of PAR-23-270)
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-26-001.html
NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01), PA-25-301 (Clinical Trial Not Allowed) / PA-25-305 (Clinical Trial Required)
Deadline: February 5, 2027 (new); March 5, 2027 (resubmissions)
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/pa-25-301.html
Dissemination and Implementation Research in Health (R21 Clinical Trial Optional), PAR-25-143
Deadline: February 16, 2027
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-143.html
Dissemination and Implementation Research in Health (R03 Clinical Trial Not Allowed), PAR-25-233
Deadline: February 16, 2027
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-233.html
NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Project Grant (Parent R21), PA-25-304 (Clinical Trial Not Allowed) / PA-25-306 (Clinical Trial Required)
Deadline: February 16, 2027
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-25-306.html
Full-Scale Hybrid Effectiveness–Implementation Trials for Mental Health Interventions (R01 Clinical Trial Required), PAR-25-177 (NIMH)
Deadline: February 17, 2027
Apply: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-177.html
Advancing the Science of Engagement in Research
Deadline: January 6, 2027 (LOI)
Apply: https://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/announcement/advancing-science-engagement-research-pcori-funding-announcement-cycle-1-2027
Broad Pragmatic Studies
Deadline: January 6, 2027 (LOI)
Apply: https://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/announcement/broad-pragmatic-studies-pcori-funding-announcement-cycle-1-2027
Improving Methods for Conducting Patient-Centered Comparative Clinical Effectiveness Research
Deadline: January 6, 2027 (LOI)
Apply: https://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/announcement/improving-methods-conducting-patient-centered-comparative-clinical-effectiveness-research-pcori-funding-announcement-cycle-1-2027
Note: up to $750K direct, 3 years.
Open Competition: Implementation of Findings from PCORI's Research Investments
Deadline: January 6, 2027 (LOI)
Apply: https://www.pcori.org/implementation-evidence/putting-evidence-work/dissemination-and-implementation-funding-initiatives
Private foundations
William T. Grant Foundation: Research Grants on Reducing Inequality / Improving the Use of Research Evidence
Deadline: early January 2027 (LOI; exact date not yet posted, last cycle was January 7)
Apply: https://wtgrantfoundation.org/funding/research-grants-on-reducing-inequality.
Elevance Health Foundation: Behavioral Health
Deadline: January 31, 2027 (application opens January 1)
Apply: https://elevancehealth.foundation/for-grantseekers
RRF Foundation for Aging: Research Grants
Deadline: February 1, 2027 (LOI, per RRF's standing November/February/May LOI calendar)
Apply: https://www.rrf.org/apply-for-a-grant/
Note: applied research on adults 60+ and caregivers; one LOI per organization per deadline, with exceptions for separate university departments.



