SIDE 1

PRECEPTING MEDICAL STUDENTS – MEDICARE DOCUMENTATION GUIDELINES

When precepting medical students, HCFA limits what parts of a student’s documentation can be used to support the professional billing of the precepting physician.  HCFA guidance notes:   

· A medical student is never considered to be a resident.

· Any contribution of a medical student to the performance of a service or procedure to be billed by an attending physician must be performed in the physical presence of the physician or repeated by the physician in its entirety.

· When medical students work jointly with a resident, documentation by the resident and attending must adhere to the teaching physician rules.

· A medical student’s documentation for Review of Systems (ROS) and Past, Family and Social History (PFSH) may be used to support clinical documentation and billing.

· The precepting physician should review the information with the patient, reference the student’s note and document any additions/changes.  

· Precepting physicians may NOT refer to a medical student’s documentation of history of present illness, physical exam findings or medical decision making to support billing documentation.
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SIDE 2

PRECEPTING MEDICAL STUDENTS – MEDICARE DOCUMENTATION GUIDELINES

	
	
	Medical Student Documentation 
	Physician Performance and Documentation Responsibilities

	
	HPI Elements
	CANNOT BE USED to support professional billing
	Verify; Document

	Category 1

History
	HX: 

Past Medical, Social, Family
	Acceptable
	Verify, Reference and Note Additions/Changes

	
	Review of Systems
	Acceptable
	Verify, Reference and Note Additions/Changes

	Category 2

Exam
	1995 PE Guidelines

(body areas/organ systems)
	CANNOT BE USED to support professional billing
	Perform and/or Personally Observe; Document

	Category 3

MDM
	Complexity
	CANNOT BE USED to support professional billing
	Document


For any billing questions, please call the Compliance Office at 275-1609.
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