Goergen Institute for Data Science

The Goergen Institute for Data Science. Data science is the centerpiece of the University of Rochester's five-year strategic plan. Rochester researchers plan to continue to harness the potential of data in ways that will transform the 21st century and place the University as a leader in the field. The University has committed $50 million—in addition to more than $50 million it has invested in recent years—to greatly expand its work in this burgeoning field of Big Data. This commitment includes the new University-wide Goergen Institute for Data Science, which includes the recently announced NY State Center of Excellence in Data Science as part of the Institute. It also includes the construction of a state-of-the-art building that will house the institute, the Department of Computer Science, and other academic areas. In recognition of support for the institute from the Wegman Family Charitable Foundation, the new building will be named Wegmans Hall. The University is also committed to hiring new faculty in areas in which data science plays a critical role, including (but not limited to) bioinformatics, biomedical engineering, brain and cognitive science, business and economics, computer science, physics, mathematics and statistics, and political science. In the past year alone, the University added 14 new faculty members who work in data science. As the hub for data science–related programs, the building will further enrich the collaborative environment for which Rochester is well known. It will become the anchor of the new Science and Engineering Quad on the River Campus (the University’s main campus). It will provide much-needed space for collaborative research, conferences and workshops, and special events and will be the catalyst for reconfiguration and renovation of research and lab spaces across campus.
The Institute offers a bachelor of arts and a bachelor of science degree in data science. Both programs combine computer science, statistics, and a student’s choice of advanced course work in any one of a number of different application areas of data science, including business, biology, earth and environmental science, political science, and others. The Institute also offers a master of science degree in data science with the option to have a concentration in computational and statistical methods, health and biomedical sciences, or business and social science. The program can be completed in one year of full-time study.
