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In 1910, Abraham Flexner, under the auspices of the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching,
published a report on medical schools that led to a

revolution in how medicine was taught across the country.

By 1920, Flexner approached Dr. Benjamin Rush Rhees,
then president of the University of Rochester, with the
idea of establishing a medical school at the university

that would utilize his revolutionary ideals in medical
education. Flexner and Rhees then approached George
Eastman, founder of Eastman Kodak, to help back the
idea financially. Additional monies came from the General
Education Board of the Rockefeller Foundation and the
daughters of the late Henry Alvah Strong, former business
partner to George Eastman, to build a university, medical
school, and hospital on land located on the southern
boundaries of the City of Rochester near the banks of the

Genesee River.

The first dean of the medical school, Nobel Laureate
George Hoyt Whipple, M.D., came to Rochester in
1921, recruited from the University of California at San
Francisco. Whipple helped shape the school from its
inception, hiring faculty and staff and supervising the

design and construction of buildings.

The medical school opened in 1925 and Strong Memorial
Hospital opened its doors as a 250-bed community facility
in 1926. The University of Rochester School of Medicine
and Dentistry graduated its first class in 1929.

Whipple’s vision, built on the philanthropy of George
Eastman, was a school and a hospital under one roof that
integrated basic science and clinical practice. Today, that
concept of physically integrating patient care and academics

under one roof is still going strong.

Students in the School are educated by the Double Helix
Curriculum, integrating the basic science and clinical
medicine strands of medical education and weaving them

throughout the four-year curriculum.

The School of Medicine and Dentistry transformed the
future of medicine in Rochester and nationwide when it
created the biopsychosocial model of education. Developed
by Drs. George Engel and John Romano, this method
systematically considers biological, psychological, and social
factors and their complex interactions in understanding

health, illness, and health care delivery.
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During the first year, beginning in 1925, the required
courses will be in the following subjects: anatomy (includ-
ing histology), bicchemistry and physiology. At least once
each week there will be a conference at which members of
the clinical staff will discuss cases or conditions illustrating
the applications of the subjects under study at the time in
the pre-clinical laboratories.

Expenses

The tuition fee is $300 per annum, payable in equal in-
stallments at the beginning of each semester. A deposit
of $25 will be required on acceptance of the candidate,
which will apply on the first semester’s fee but will be
forfeited if the candidate does not enter and continue with
the class for which he has enrolled.

Students will provide their own books, dissecting instrue~
ments, laboratory gowns and other equipment at a minimum
cost of about $30 per year. These articles can be purchased
in Rochester, and information as to the required books and
equipment will be given at the beginning of the respective
courses of instruction.

Each student must provide his own microscope, which
will be constantly in use throughout the course and will be
needed at once at the beginning of instruction. The micro-
scope must be a compound instrument of the modern type,
with 2 oculars (approximately X5 and x10) and with 8
objectives of about 16 mm., 4 mm., and 2 mm. oil immersion,
and an Abbe condenser, all in good condition and yielding
clear images. Arrangements can be made through the
treasurer’s office to purchase such an instrument on a
partial payment plan.

Expenses for the School from the first
student handbook
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Entrance Requirements

The minimum requirements for admission to the School
of Medicine and Dentistry will be as follows:

1. Three full years of study in an approved university
or college.

2. One year (6 semester hours) of college English. This
course must be largely devoted to training in written and
spoken English.

3. Three years of college chemistry, including

(a) Inorganic chemistry (8 semester hours).
(b) Qualitative and quantitative analysis (8
semester hours).
(e) Organic chemistry (6 semester hours).
N. B. A course in physical chemistry is desirable
though not essential.

4. One year of college biology (8 semester hours).

5. One year of college physics (8 semester hours).

6. A reading knowledge of German or French.

It is understood that the requirements listed above indi-
cate the minimum academic training necessary for admis-
sion. In general candidates who have had a more extensive
training will be given preference.

In the science courses approximately one-half of the credit
should be for laboratory work.

A knowledge of Latin such as is acquired in two years
of a high school course is highly desirable.

The medical sciences have now become so diversified, and
the opportunities for contribution to medical knowledge are
so varied, that an extensive acquaintance with almost any
field of scholarship may be turned to good account in the
study of medicine. For this reason the Committee on
Admissions will be favorably influenced by evidence of
unusual attainment in any branch of learning which a can-

Admission requirements from the
Schools first bulletin 1925
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