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Think like a reviewer

• Abstract- write last, write well
• Write clearly, concisely and clearly
• Figures- use as a road map

– Point should be clear with minimal interaction with legend



Where to Start

• Why are you trying to publish this work?
• logically, not chronologically 
• Context- convince the reviewers to care

• WHAT IS YOUR POINT?



Outline

• What is your central message? Always come 
back to this

• What are the methods you used?
• Summarize the Q’s and problems- why did you 

do this study?
• What are your results?
• What are the implications of these data?
• Where does this fit in to the ‘big picture’, 

literature?



Figures
Let your figures be your guide

1. Know your audience
- Broad or sub-specialty journal?

2. Identify your message
-use the figures to your advantage

3. Adapt to the medium
4. Captions are not optional
5. Do not trust the defaults
6. Use color effectively
7. Do not mislead the reader
8. Avoid ‘chartjunk’

-everything must have a purpose
9. Message trumps beauty
10. Get the right tool



Abstract

• Write this last
• Usually the first interaction w/ reviewers



Introduction

• Audience-specific
• What was the motivation for the study?

Convince me this is an important problem
What is the ‘gap in knowledge’?
What have you done to address this gap?
Briefly, what are you going to show me?

Funnel:  Big picture to small detail



Materials & Methods: ARRIVE 

Nc3rs.org.uk



Materials & Methods

• Provide enough information for someone to 
replicate your study

• Space can be limited
– Consider a methods paper
• Journal of Visualized Experiments (JoVE)
• MethodsX
• Scientific Data



Results

• NOT A DISCUSSION
• Provide a heading for each subsection
• Can provide brief context, but no 

interpretation
• Sequence should tell a story
• Proceed in the same order as your figures
• Refer to your figures in the text
• Objective



Discussion
• NOT THE RESULTS SECTION
• Don’t ignore things that are counter to your 

current data/ conclusion.  Explain why they 
may be different and what your new 
interpretation is

• How did you fill in those gaps in knowledge 
from the intro?

• How did you address your hypothesis?
• Limitations
• What is the application/ translation?



Editing

• Do not simply skim or 
edit lightly

• Read critically- think 
about each sentence 
and if it says precisely 
what you mean to 
say.



Choosing a Journal

• Consider: audience, editors, review times 
• comparison vs papers you are referencing 
• ‘Aims & Scope’



The Revision



Authorship
• An author should have made a substantial, direct, 

intellectual contribution
• The funding and provision of technical services, 

patients, materials alone are not sufficient
• Everyone making a substantial intellectual 

contribution to the work should be an author
• Everyone making other substantial contributions 

should be acknowledged
• All authors should review manuscript drafts and 

approve the final version
• Transparency
• Collaboration ICMJE guidelines


