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National Center for Deaf Health Research

OUR PROJECTS:
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DEA
F STRONG

H O S P I T A L

UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER SCHOOL OF MEDICINE & DENTISTRY 

To promote health and prevent 
disease with populations of 

Deaf sign language users and 
people with hearing loss through 

community-based 
participatory research.

DEAF HEALTH SURVEY: Accessible public health surveillance data collection tool 
that uses RPRC/NCDHR custom software to present survey items in sign language 
via video. RPRC/NCDHR shared survey �ndings with deaf community members, 
and collaboratively identi�ed community strengths and health research priori-
ties. The initial Rochester Deaf Health Survey (2008) is the �rst time a deaf 
community has used its own data to inform community health priorities.  

DEAF  HIV TESTING VIDEO LINE: Establish and evaluate a pilot program to 
connect NYS Deaf ASL-users seeking HIV testing with pre and post-test 
counseling in ASL. Raise awareness with NYS Deaf communities regarding 
accessible information, testing, and care.

DEAF STRONG HOSPITAL: An experiential educational activity in which deaf 
community members role-play healthcare system personnel, and medical 
students are assigned symptoms and must navigate a healthcare system in 
which the primary language is American Sign Language. 

DEAF WEIGHT WISE:  A healthy lifestyle intervention, based on the Diabetes 
Prevention Program, adapted for use with Deaf sign language users and 
evaluated with a randomized clinical trial. 

DEAF WEIGHT WISE 2.0: Adaptation of Deaf Weight Wise for ages 21 to 40, and 
for use in 1:1 counseling delivered over videophone. Evaluate with a randomized 
clinical trial with adults ages 21-70.

www.urmc.edu/ncdhr

Funded by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention continuously since 2004.

 of 26 PRCs. 
The  only  PRC that focuses on the health of Deaf 

sign language users and people with 
hearing loss.

*See back of page for contact information
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STEVEN BARNETT, MD
Principal Investigator/Program Director

steven_barnett@urmc.rochester.edu

KELLY MATTHEWS, BSW
Health Project Coordinator/Outreach Coordinator

kelly_matthews@urmc.rochester.edu

ERIKA SUTTER, MPH
Deputy Director

erika_sutter@urmc.rochester.edu

National Center for Deaf Health Research
University of Rochester Medical Center
CU 420708
265 Crittenden Blvd
Rochester, NY 14642

For thirty years, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has worked to eliminate health 
disparities and create healthy communities by funding Prevention Research Centers (PRCs) throughout 

the United States. 

ABOUT THE PRC PROGRAM:
www.cdc.gov/PRC

RPRC/NCDHR is 
organizationally housed 

within the 
University of Rochester 

Medical Center’s Clinical & 
Translational 

Science Institute. 

www.urmc.edu/ncdhr

ncdhr@urmc.rochester.edu

585-286-2776 (VP)

NCDHR

@RochesterPRC

National Center for Deaf Health Research

The Rochester PRC is funded in-part by the CDC Prevention Research Centers Program (U48DP005026). 
The content of this publication is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily 

represent the o�cial views of the funders.


