
2015 White House Conference on Aging (WHCoA) 
 

Seeking your input on the issues: Monday, April 6th, 4-5:30 pm (light snacks provided) 
     OARHS office, Rm 1-5735 
 
Background: At approximately 10-year intervals Congress has supported, and the White House has 
held, a Conference on Aging. Past WHCoAs have provided key input to the government in shaping 
many of the programs that represent America’s commitment to older Americans including Medicare, 
Medicaid, Social Security, and the Older Americans Act. The last WHCoA was held in 2005. 
 
2015 is the 50th anniversary of Medicare, Medicaid, and the Older Americans Act, as well as the 80th 
anniversary of Social Security. Although Congress has not yet appropriated funds for a WHCoA, the 
White House and DHHS are laying the foundation for a conference later this year.  
 
Information is available at http://www.whitehouseconferenceonaging.gov. 
 
Given the importance of aging policy to the health of the older adult population of our region, OARHS 
will be gathering and providing input to the organizers of the WHCoA through a survey organized by 
the NYS Office for the Aging and the Association on Aging in NY. Information is available at: 
http://www.agingny.org/WhiteHouseConferenceonAging.aspx. 
 
Please join us in the OARHS office on Monday 4/6/15 between 4 and 5:30 to share some light 
snacks and your thoughts on healthy aging and long-term services and supports. Representative 
questions in each area on which we seek feedback include: 
 
HEALTH AGING 

• Where would you recommend disease management programs (i.e. CDSMP, DSMP), 
exercise programs and other EBI’s (fall prevention) be provided at the community level to 
increase access and utilization? 

 
• What strategies/incentives would you recommend to CMS to increase the use of Medicare’s 

health and wellness, prevention, health screening and immunization benefits? 
 

• What federal strategies would you recommend for education and training of health 
providers (medical schools, physicians, etc.) to help promote healthy aging? 

 
• What strategies would you recommend to the federal government to increase healthy aging 

evidence based programs that reduce/manage depression, mental health issues and/or 
substance abuse amongst older adults? 

 
(Additional illustrative questions can be found at: 
http://www.agingny.org/WhiteHouseConferenceonAging/HealthyAgingquestions.aspx )  
 
LONG-TERM SERVICES AND SUPPORTS 

• What strategies would you recommend to CMS/ACL to incentivize non-medical long term 
services and supports provided through the aging services network (OAA/NYSOFA/AAA 
network)? 

 
• What recommendations would you make to ensure that delivery of LTSS are person centered 

and coordinated across silos for clinical service (OT, PT, Primary Care).  
 

• How would you recommend that LTSS providers recognize the importance in identifying 
functional impairments and the underlying chronic health issues of individuals (including 

http://www.whitehouseconferenceonaging.gov/
http://www.agingny.org/WhiteHouseConferenceonAging.aspx
http://www.agingny.org/WhiteHouseConferenceonAging/HealthyAgingquestions.aspx


medications)? 
 

• What federal changes would you recommend for the role of the aging services network to 
support mental health needs, especially anxiety and depression that is usually treated with 
medications by primary care doctors in isolation of LTSS cognitive and social interventions?   

 
(Additional illustrative questions can be found at: 
http://www.agingny.org/WhiteHouseConferenceonAging/LongTermServicesandSupportsquestions.aspx )  
 
We will then formulate summary responses for entry on the survey site before it is closed to input on 
April 15.  
 
(We encourage you to enter your own feedback to the NYSOFA or to attend one of five upcoming 
Information Gathering Forums scheduled around the state as well.) 
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