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MODULE 2: Appendix 2
Additional Sentences for Practice Revisions
My suggested revisions begin on page 10


	TIPS FOR WRITING GOOD SENTENCES


	1. Create sentences around carefully chosen subjects and vigorous verbs. Your subject should be the main “agent” in the sentence and be combined with a vigorous verb to express your central meaning.  

	2. Omit needless words and empty phrases. They clutter up sentences and distract from the primary meaning.                                                            

	3. Use specific and concrete language. Avoid overuse of abstractions and technical jargon, as well as abbreviations.                                                  

	4. Use active voice and active constructions. Active verbs and constructions reduce unnecessary use of the passive voice, and make sentences more clear and vigorous.                                                                          

	5. Keep related words together. Subjects should be close to their verbs, and modifiers close to the words they describe. Do not interrupt core elements of a sentence with long phrases or lists; put them at the end.  

	6. Use parallel constructions to create lists with matched elements that sound alike: parallels in meaning are reinforced by parallels in sound and structure. 





1. Unlike these cases, within a week from onset the diagnosis of Kawasaki Disease is usually evident. Within that time classic mucocutaneous involvement, consistent laboratory findings and pertinent exclusions remove consideration of other serious febrile disorders.  






2. The most frequently reported source of hepatitis A infection is either household or sexual contact (22-26%); others include daycare attendees or employees (14-16%), recent international travel (5%) and suspected food or waterborne outbreak (5%).  Of note in approximately 50% of cases, no identifiable source is found.4







3. It will also be useful to know whether offering four modalities of screening will have a greater impact on compliance than in studies which offered only one or two. 




4. Such instruments have been shown to not only predict response and adaptation to pain, but also represent instruments that can be used to prescribe treatment interventions (e.g., relaxation procedures, disputation of catastrophic beliefs, adaptive cognitive reinterpretation to emphasize internal control, goal setting and activity quotas) with demonstrated efficacy for reducing pain related distress. 



5. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the change over time in fetal anterior-posterior diameter of the renal pelvis in pregnancies identified as having pyelectasis, need for intervention in the course of the pregnancy on the basis of sonographic renal findings, and neonatal outcome.








6. Diabetes is unique amongst other chronic diseases suffered by the indigent population, because if properly taken care of at an early state we can decrease the burden to society and save fixed dollars in health care costs. 







7. The initial experiment assessed whether cells grown in ovine supplemented media would survive and if so to develop a growth curve which was compared to growth under normal conditions [media plus fetal calf serum (FCS)].








8. The use of virtual home environments for relearning daily living skills has several potential advantages: assessing consequences of neurological insult; increasing patients’ interaction with the environment; training patients to overcome specified impairments; and a prosthetic mechanism. 







9. The overall findings of the forty six Health Belief Model based studies done indicated that the most significant element of the model was the element of “perceived barriers.”








10. Based on Centers for Disease Control data from 1983 through 1988 and data from epidemics of HAV in Shanghai, China and Japan, both chronic hepatitis B and C liver disease are associated with increased mortality rates after acute hepatitis A superinfection, with relative rates 58 times those without liver disease.






11. Of interest, a recent analysis of the cost effectiveness of HAV vaccination strategies through Markov decision modeling suggests that changes in HAV incidence, mortality rates or cost of vaccine are required before either the strategy of vaccinating all or vaccinating only those with negative HAV antibody would become cost-effective.










12. One prospective study by Wadhwa, Dunkel-Scheter, Chicz-DeMet, Porto, and Sandman (1996) examined the influence of personality characteristics (e.g., Type A profile, hardiness), social support and psychosocial factors including chronic and daily stress, life event stress, emotional distress and pregnancy-related anxiety on neuroendocrine markers during pregnancy that are related to birth outcomes, such as plasma adrenocorticotropin (ACTH), -endorphin (E) and cortisol.










13. The studies that have examined a more direct impact of psychosocial factors on birth outcomes have been limited with respect to exclusion of relevant control variables and/or inclusion of psychological measures that reflect a variety of psychological constructs (e.g., anxiety, dissatisfaction with shared family time, Herrera, Salmeron, & Hurtado, 1997; multiple household role strains, Pritchard & Mfphm, 1994) which render it difficult to isolate particular influential constructs.  Additionally, these studies have examined very specific samples (e.g., low-income, ethnically homogeneous) and only a single outcome indicator (e.g., preterm delivery) which limits generalizability to larger populations of interest and to a variety of infant outcomes.










14. Although not statistically significant the total CD4 count and the duration of known HIV infection were higher in patients on HAART Table 3. 









15. Recently we and another group identified murine genomic sequences similar to the human HS-40, which are located 26 kb upstream of the mouse embryonic gamma-globin gene and are 70% identical between mice and humans and cover a stretch of ~600 kb. 





16. There is not a comprehensive study which has evaluated the long-term consequences of paranasal sinus surgery on facial development. 








17. Knowing the thickness of the serosal unstirred layer (400 micron, unpublished observation), the measured time course of the urea-induced conductance is not due to diffusion through the unstirred layer, but seems to reflect the actual time course of the cellular events which lead to an increase in apical membrane conductance. 








18. Mastoiditis with its complications of osteomyelitis, venous sinus thrombosis (VST), and brain abscess have become uncommon sequelae of otitis media (OM) in children since the advent of antibiotics. 










19. By using empirical criteria, our patients were not as impaired as their life problems might suggest. Our data support the resiliency and coping skills of adolescents and the need for one to distinguish between social problems and psychological adjustments. 








20. In the present study the rapid rise of platelet numbers following the partial plasma exchange transfusion suggests that with sludging reversibly dissociable platelet aggregates, or the clumps that form in the smaller vessels, disaggregate and return to the circulation following the exchange.








21. Treatment is obviously, significantly different among the different fungal sinusitis, be it among the invasive or between the invasive and noninvasive forms. 








22. In addition to increased perinatal mortality and neurologic impairment, prematurity also disproportionally contributes to a long list of other very debilitating conditions. These include among others: developmental delay, visual and hearing impairment, chronic lung disease, cerebral palsy, and a group of children healthy at birth, but underachieving at school. 








23. In contrast to the overall optimistic picture painted by investigators who noted that nearly two-thirds of patients with histologically incomplete resection of CIN with conization still have resolution of their CIN is the report of Kobak and colleagues. 







24. Immunostaining with alpha-SMA consistently stained the myoepithelial cells but also reacted with stromal myofibroblasts and blood vessels creating a pattern that was less satisfactory in distinguishing tubular carcinoma from RSL. 







25. There are, however, a significant number of children who present with apnea while awake, in contrast to sleep apnea, who appear to have different factors responsible for their apnea.







26. The mean incubation period of HAV is 28 days (range 15–40 days), knowledge of which can assist in clinical suspicion of this disease.








27. It is especially important that health-science schools have policies and guidelines for the education of undergraduate professional students, nurses, and house officers so that there is thoughtful consideration and discussion of the ethical, legal, and emotional aspects of abortion. 








28. Unfortunately, there is a conspicuous dearth of theoretically-driven and research-based dating violence prevention programs, and a general lack of knowledge about factors that increase or decrease the likelihood of adolescents perpetrating or being victimized by dating violence. In addition, little data exists on how the different forms of dating violence develop over time. 







29. As part of an intervention study, Foshee and colleagues (2004) identified low self-esteem, history of peer violence, alcohol use, and having a friend who was a victim of dating violence as predictors of dating violence victimization among males. For females, having a friend who was a victim of dating violence and depression predicted sexual dating violence victimization. 







30.  HBA1c values before PHP, within 6 months (and beyond 3 months), and 1 year after partial hospitalization program (PHP) were compared. 





31. Due to the retrospective study design and lack of comprehensive records that included mental health care, we were unable to assess compliance with outpatient mental health care after PHP treatment.






32. 1.5 million people in the United States have rheumatoid arthritis (RA). RA patients not only suffer from joint deformity and bone erosion, but also severe subchondral and systemic bone loss, resulting in disability after onset that remains as high as 31%.















SUGGESTED REVISIONS OF PRACTICE SENTENCES 

Note: For each sentence example, numbers in brackets refer to relevant Sentence Writing Tips S1–S6.

	TIPS FOR WRITING GOOD SENTENCES


	7. Create sentences around carefully chosen subjects and vigorous verbs. Your subject should be the main “agent” in the sentence and be combined with a vigorous verb to express your central meaning.  

	8. Omit needless words and empty phrases. They clutter up sentences and distract from the primary meaning.                                                            

	9. Use specific and concrete language. Avoid overuse of abstractions and technical jargon, as well as abbreviations.                                                  

	10. Use active voice and active constructions. Active verbs and constructions reduce unnecessary use of the passive voice, and make sentences more clear and vigorous.                                                                          

	11. Keep related words together. Subjects should be close to their verbs, and modifiers close to the words they describe. Do not interrupt core elements of a sentence with long phrases or lists; put them at the end.  

	12. Use parallel constructions to create lists with matched elements that sound alike: parallels in meaning are reinforced by parallels in sound and structure. 





1. Unlike these cases [other conditions of the patient with AIDS], within a week from onset the diagnosis of Kawasaki Disease is usually evident. Within that time classic mucocutaneous involvement, consistent laboratory findings and pertinent exclusions remove consideration of other serious febrile disorders. [Tips S1,4]

R1.   Kawasaki Disease can be distinguished from other serious febrile conditions of AIDS patients within a week of symptom onset. Diagnostic indicators are specific mucocutaneous changes and XX laboratory findings. Moreover, other diagnoses can be excluded by XX and XX. 

2. The most frequently reported source of hepatitis A infection is either household or sexual contact (22-26%); others include daycare attendees or employees (14-16%), recent international travel (5%) and suspected food or waterborne outbreak (5%).  Of note in approximately 50% of cases, no identifiable source is found. [Tip S6]

R2.  The most frequently reported sources of hepatitis A infection are household or sexual contacts (22-26%), exposure to infected daycare attendees or employees (14-16%), interactions during recent international travel (5%), and contaminated food or water (5%). However, no identifiable source can be found  in approximately 50% of cases.  

3. It will also be useful to know whether offering four modalities of screening will have a greater impact on compliance than in studies which offered only one or two. [Tips S1,4,5]

R3.  We also propose to evaluate whether compliance is greater when four, rather than one or two, screening options are offered to patients.

4. Such instruments have been shown to not only predict response and adaptation to pain, but also represent instruments that can be used to prescribe treatment interventions (e.g., relaxation procedures, disputation of catastrophic beliefs, adaptive cognitive reinterpretation to emphasize internal control, goal setting and activity quotas) with demonstrated efficacy for reducing pain related distress. [Tips S5,6]

R4.  Such instruments have been shown not only to predict response and adaptation to pain, but also to assist in the selection of treatment interventions that are proven to reduce pain-related distress, including relaxation procedures, goal setting, activity quotas, disputation of catastrophic beliefs, and adaptive cognitive reinterpretation that emphasizes internal control. 

5. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the change over time in fetal anterior-posterior diameter of the renal pelvis in pregnancies identified as having pyelectasis, need for intervention in the course of the pregnancy on the basis of sonographic renal findings, and neonatal outcome.[Tips S5,6]

R5.  The purpose of this study is to evaluate in pregnancies identified as having pyelectasis: 1) the change over time in fetal anterior-posterior diameter of the renal pelvis, 2) need for intervention in the course of the pregnancy, as indicated by renal sonographic findings, and 3) neonatal outcome.

6. Diabetes is unique amongst other chronic diseases suffered by the indigent population, because if properly taken care of at an early state we can decrease the burden to society and save fixed dollars in health care costs. [Tips S1,3,5]

R6.   Compared to other chronic diseases suffered by the indigent population, diabetes offers unique opportunities, if treated early, to prevent long term complications, thereby reducing its social burden and cutting health care costs. 

7. The initial experiment assessed whether cells grown in ovine supplemented media would survive and if so to develop a growth curve which was compared to growth under normal conditions [media plus fetal calf serum (FCS)]. [Tips  S1,6]

R7.  The initial experiment assessed whether cells grown in ovine-supplemented media would survive. Then, cell growth was compared in media supplemented with sheep serum vs fetal calf serum. [Tips S1,6]

8. The use of virtual home environments for relearning daily living skills has several potential advantages: assessing consequences of neurological insult; increasing patients’ interaction with the environment; training patients to overcome specified impairments; and a prosthetic mechanism. [Tip S6]

R8.  The use of virtual home environments to help patients relearn daily living skills has several potential advantages. These environments can serve as a prosthetic mechanism to assess the consequences of neurological insult, train patients to overcome specific impairments, and increase their interactions with their home environment.

9. The overall findings of the forty-six Health Belief Model based studies done indicated that the most significant element of the model was the element of “perceived barriers.” [Tips S1,2,3]

R9.  Taken together, the 46 studies conducted using the Health Belief Model indicated that the most significant component of the model was the factor “perceived barriers.” 

10. Based on Centers for Disease Control data from 1983 through 1988 and data from epidemics of HAV in Shanghai, China and Japan, both chronic hepatitis B and C liver disease are associated with increased mortality rates after acute hepatitis A superinfection, with relative rates 58 times those without liver disease. [Tips S1,4]

R10.  Collectively, data conducted between 1983 and 1988 by the Centers for Disease Control, as well as data from epidemics of hepatitis A in Shanghai, China and Japan, show that chronic hepatitis B and C liver disease is associated with increased mortality rates after acute hepatitis A superinfection. Mortality rates in patients with previous HAV superinfection were 58 times higher than those of patients without previous liver disease. 

11. Of interest, a recent analysis of the cost effectiveness of HAV vaccination strategies through Markov decision modeling suggests that changes in HAV incidence, mortality rates or cost of vaccine are required before either the strategy of vaccinating all or vaccinating only those with negative HAV antibody would become cost-effective. [Tips S4,5]

R11.  A recent analysis of the cost effectiveness of HAV vaccination strategies, using Markov decision modeling techniques, suggests that it would not be cost-effective to vaccinate either the whole population or only individuals with negative HAV antibody, unless changes occurred in HAV incidence, mortality rates, or cost of the vaccine. 
 

12. One prospective study by Wadhwa et al. (1996) examined the influence of personality characteristics (e.g., Type A profile, hardiness), social support and psychosocial factors including chronic and daily stress, life event stress, emotional distress and pregnancy-related anxiety on neuroendocrine markers during pregnancy that are related to birth outcomes, such as plasma adrenocorticotropin (ACTH), -endorphin (E) and cortisol. [Tip S5!!]

R12. One prospective study by Wadhwa et al. (1996) examined the influence of several psychosocial factors on neuroendocrine markers during pregnancy that are related to birth outcomes, such as plasma adrenocorticotropin, -endorphin, and cortisol. They evaluated associations between these markers and personality characteristics (e.g., Type A profile, hardiness), social support and psychosocial factors, such as chronic and daily stress, life event stress, emotional distress and pregnancy-related anxiety. 

13. The studies that have examined a more direct impact of psychosocial factors on birth outcomes have been limited with respect to exclusion of relevant control variables and/or inclusion of psychological measures that reflect a variety of psychological constructs (e.g., anxiety, dissatisfaction with shared family time; multiple household role strains,) which render it difficult to isolate particular influential constructs.  Additionally, these studies have examined very specific samples (e.g., low-income, ethnically homogeneous) and only a single outcome indicator (e.g., preterm delivery) which limits generalizability to larger populations of interest and to a variety of infant outcomes. [Tips S2,3,5]

R13.  The studies that have examined a more direct impact of psychosocial factors on birth outcomes have been limited by their exclusion of relevant control variables and/or inclusion of measures that reflect too wide a variety of psychological constructs to allow isolation of specific influences.  Furthermore, previous studies have examined restricted samples (e.g., low-income, ethnically homogeneous) or only a single outcome indicator (e.g., preterm delivery), so their results are difficult to generalize to larger populations or to a variety of infant outcomes.

14. Although not statistically significant the total CD4 count and the duration of known HIV infection were higher in patients on HAART Table 3. [Tips S1,5]

R14.  The total CD4 count and the duration of known HIV infection tended to be higher in patients on HAART (see Table 3), but the association was not statistically significant.

15. Recently we and another group identified murine genomic sequences similar to the human HS-40, which are located 26 kb upstream of the mouse embryonic gamma-globin gene and are 70% identical between mice and humans and cover a stretch of ~600 kb. [Tip S1.6]

R15.  Recently, we and another group identified murine genomic sequences that are 70% identical to the human HS-40 sequence. They cover a stretch of ~600 kb, and are located 26 kb upstream of the mouse embryonic gamma-globin gene. 

16. There is not a comprehensive study which has evaluated the long-term consequences of paranasal sinus surgery on facial development. [Tips S1,2,3]

R16.  The long-term consequences of paranasal sinus surgery on facial development need careful evaluation. 

17. Knowing the thickness of the serosal unstirred layer (400 micron, unpublished observation), the measured time course of the urea-induced conductance is not due to diffusion through the unstirred layer, but seems to reflect the actual time course of the cellular events which lead to an increase in apical membrane conductance. [Tips S1,2,4]

R17.  Because we knew the thickness of the serosal unstirred layer (400 micron, unpublished observation), we concluded that the measured time course of the urea-induced conductance is not due to diffusion through the unstirred layer. Rather, it appears to reflect the actual duration of the cellular events that lead to an increase in apical membrane conductance. 

18. Mastoiditis with its complications of osteomyelitis, venous sinus thrombosis (VST), and brain abscess have become uncommon sequelae of otitis media (OM) in children since the advent of antibiotics. [Tips S1,2,4]

R18.  Since the advent of antibiotics, children with otitis media rarely experience mastoiditis and its complications, such as osteomyelitis, venous sinus thrombosis, and brain abscess. 

19. By using empirical criteria, our patients were not as impaired as their life problems might suggest. Our data support the resiliency and coping skills of adolescents and the need for one to distinguish between social problems and psychological adjustments. [Tips S1,2,4, 5 (dangling participle)], 

R19.  Evaluation of adolescent patients by empirical criteria indicated that they were not as impaired as their life problems might suggest. When we clearly distinguished psychological adjustments from the social problems of these patients, we found evidence of resilience and coping skills. 

20. In the present study the rapid rise of platelet numbers following the partial plasma exchange transfusion suggests that with sludging reversibly dissociable platelet aggregates, or the clumps that form in the smaller vessels, disaggregate and return to the circulation following the exchange. [Tips S1,3,5]

R20.  After partial plasma exchange transfusion, the rapid rise of platelet numbers suggests that reversibly dissociable platelet aggregates--i.e., the clumps that form in the smaller vessels under sludging conditions--are able to disaggregate and return to the circulation.

21. Treatment is obviously, significantly different among the different fungal sinusitis, be it among the invasive or between the invasive and noninvasive forms. [Tips S3,6]

R21.  Treatment differs significantly for the different varieties of fungal sinusitis, both among the invasive types and between the invasive and noninvasive forms.

22. In addition to increased perinatal mortality and neurologic impairment, prematurity also disproportionally contributes to a long list of other very debilitating conditions. These include among others: developmental delay, visual and hearing impairment, chronic lung disease, cerebral palsy, and a group of children healthy at birth, but underachieving at school. [Tips S1,2,5,6]

R22.  Prematurity leads not only to increased perinatal mortality and neurologic impairment, but contributes to debilitating conditions such as chronic lung disease and cerebral palsy. It is also frequently associated with long term developmental problems that may reduce quality of life, such as developmental delay, visual and hearing impairment, and poor school performance (even among children healthy at birth). 

23. In contrast to the overall optimistic picture painted by investigators who noted that nearly two-thirds of patients with histologically incomplete resection of cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN) with conization still have resolution of their CIN is the report of Kobak and colleagues. [Tips S1,5]

R23.  In contrast to the generally optimistic reports of previous investigators (refs), which indicate that nearly two-thirds of patients with histologically incomplete resection of CIN after conization still have resolution of their CIN, the report of Kobak and colleagues suggests poorer outcomes. 

24. Immunostaining with alpha-SMA consistently stained the myoepithelial cells but also reacted with stromal myofibroblasts and blood vessels creating a pattern that was less satisfactory in distinguishing tubular carcinoma from radial sclerosing lesion. [Tips S1,2]

R24.  In immunoassays, antibodies to alpha-SMA consistently stained the myoepithelial cells, but also reacted with stromal myofibroblasts and blood vessels. This non-specific staining made the reagent unsatisfactory for distinguishing tubular carcinoma from radial sclerosing lesion.

25. There are, however, a significant number of children who present with apnea while awake, in contrast to sleep apnea, who appear to have different factors responsible for their apnea. [Tips S1,2,3,5]

R25.  Apnea in children who are awake is common, unlike sleep apnea, which has different causes. 

26. The mean incubation period of HAV is 28 days (range 15–40 days), knowledge of which can assist in clinical suspicion of this disease. [Tips S1,2,3,4]

R26.  A helpful fact in diagnosis of HAV is its mean incubation period of 28 days (range 15–40). 

27. It is especially important that health-science schools have policies and guidelines for the education of undergraduate professional students, nurses, and house officers so that there is thoughtful consideration and discussion of the ethical, legal, and emotional aspects of abortion. [Tips S1,2,3,4]

R27.  In educating health professional students, schools need policies and guidelines to ensure that the ethical, legal, and emotional aspects of abortion are thoughtfully considered and discussed. 

28. Unfortunately, there is a conspicuous dearth of theoretically-driven and research-based dating violence prevention programs, and a general lack of knowledge about factors that increase or decrease the likelihood of adolescents perpetrating or being victimized by dating violence. In addition, little data exists on how the different forms of dating violence develop over time. (Tips S1,2,5)

R28.  Despite the critical need, theoretically driven and research-based dating violence prevention programs are conspicuously absent. Little is understood about the factors that influence whether adolescents will either perpetrate or be victimized by dating violence, or about how different forms of dating violence develop over time.   

29. As part of an intervention study, Foshee and colleagues (2004) identified low self-esteem, history of peer violence, alcohol use, and having a friend who was a victim of dating violence as predictors of dating violence victimization among males. For females, having a friend who was a victim of dating violence and depression predicted sexual dating violence victimization. (Tip S5,6)

R29.  As part of an intervention study, Foshee and colleagues (2004) identified that the predictors of dating violence victimization among males were low self-esteem, history of peer violence, alcohol use, and having a friend who was a victim of dating violence. Predictors of sexual dating violence victimization among females were depression and having a friend who was a victim of dating violence. 

30.  HBA1c values before partial hospitalization program (PHP), within 6 months (and beyond 3 months), and 1 year after PHP were compared. (Tip S5,6)

R30.  HbA1c values were compared at 3 time points: before admission to a partial hospitalization program (PHP), between 3 and 6 months after admission, and 1 year post-admission. 

31. Due to the retrospective study design and lack of comprehensive records that included mental health care, we were unable to assess compliance with outpatient mental health care after PHP treatment. (Tip S5)

R31.  We were unable to assess compliance with outpatient mental health care after PHP treatment, because the study was retrospective, and comprehensive records that included mental health care were unavailable. 

32. 1.5 million people in the United States have rheumatoid arthritis (RA). RA patients not only suffer from joint deformity and bone erosion, but also severe subchondral and systemic bone loss, resulting in disability within 4 years of diagnosis that remains as high as 31%. (Tips S1,2,3,5)

R32.  Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) afflicts 1.5 million people in the United States, who suffer not only from joint deformity and bone erosion, but also severe subchondral and systemic bone loss. As many as 31% become disabled within 4 years of diagnosis. 
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