
We have been living 
in ‘the Age of Covid’ 

for over half a year. (I 
changed my photo to 
reflect the mandatory 

mask accessary.) We 

missed an issue of this newsletter 
but I’m certain you didn’t notice. 

Time and space have taken on 
strange dimensions. I’ve said many 
times over the months, “earlier this 
morning or perhaps months ago…”  

I’ll be forever grateful to the train-
ees, faculty, staff and departmental 
leaders who worked together to 

meet the initial pandemic crisis and 
who persisted in the face of ongoing 
challenges. I depended on each and 

every one of them to support the 
training program and our first prior-

ity – the health and welfare of the 
trainees and their patients. One chal-

lenge was how to carry out our end 
of year events – Poster Day, Key Day 
and Graduation Dinner – the cher-

ished elements of a good, good bye. 

Poster Day was remote (complete 
with dessert, cheese and meatball 

rooms) and Key Day awards were 
integrated into a Zoom graduation 
celebration with dinners delivered to 
trainee homes.  As a testimony to the 

collective resilience, it all worked out! 
Check out pictures on the following 
pages. Then, on August 1st, we wel-

comed eight new interns and three 
new fellows to a world of precau-
tions, telehealth and screen sharing. 

We are absolutely delighted they have 
joined our program and look forward 
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to learning together. Their pictures 
are below. Finally, I want to 

acknowledge two enormously im-
portant developments in our depart-
ment. One is the clear understanding 

that we must all do the work of dis-

mantling deeply embedded structural 
racism, examine our privilege and 

blind spots, and engage in anti-racist 
activities that challenge us. Every day. 
The other is to acknowledge that 
Deborah King is retiring at the end of 

September. Dr. King has been a lead-
er, a mentor, a teacher and friend to 
so many over the years. Party plans 

have been thwarted but a remote 
‘Thank You’ celebration is being 

planned. She will be deeply missed.  

With grace and gratitude,  
                       ~Wendi Cross, PhD 
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Faculty Focus 

In addition to celebrating graduating  trainees we also 
highlighted excellence in education.  
 
This year, Dr. Tara Augenstein, was presented the 
Rita P. Underberg Award by trainees 
for Excellence in Faculty Teaching.  
This award is given by the trainees 
of the program and is sponsored by 
the Genesee Valley Psychological 
Association (GVPA).  
 

 

The James Michael PhD Award, also 
sponsored by GVPA, is awarded to an 
Adjunct Faculty member for Excellence 
in Teaching in the Psychology Training 
Program. This year’s awardee was                  
Dr. Renee Madathil 
 

The Otto Thaler, MD Memorial Award presented by the 

Psychiatry Residents, was awarded to Dr. William 

Watson for outstanding teaching in the area of psy-

chotherapy.  
 
 

Dr. Deborah King was presented 
the Eric D Caine MD Faculty award, for 
demonstrating outstanding dedication 
and talent as a mentor. 
  

                            Congratulations  
to all these educators 
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Renee Madathil, Ph.D. is a 

clinical psychologist and 

assistant professor in the 

Department of Physical 

Medicine and Rehabilitation 

(PM&R). She received her 

doctorate from The Univer-

sity of Montana in 2014, 

completing her internship in Behavioral 

Medicine and Neuropsychology at the 

University of Washington and Harborview 

Medical Centers in Seattle, WA. There, 

she received training in working with indi-

viduals across a wide range of medical 

settings and health conditions, including 

neurologic injury/illness, burns, amputa-

tion, and chronic pain. She stayed on to 

complete a dual clinical postdoctoral fel-

lowship in Rehabilitation Psychology and 

Neuropsychology, and subsequently com-

pleted a research fellowship in Neuropsy-

chology at the VA Puget Sound, examining 

the effects of repeated blast injures in veter-

ans.  
     Dr. Madathil was thrilled to join the facul-

ty in PM&R as its first dedicated inpatient 

rehabilitation neuropsychologist, and also 

serves as the program director for the inpa-

tient brain injury service. Being integrated 

into this team allows her to pursue her pas-

sion for developing inter and transdisciplinary 

care team models, and to practice psychology 

“in the trenches,” alongside colleagues in 

other disciplines. She welcomes trainees to 

work with her directly as part of a highly 

rated, elective experience in the adult intern-

ship. She uses biopsychosocial approaches to 

increase function and quality of life for per-

sons living with chronic illness, injury, and/or 

disability. 
     Her current research involves examining 

psychological contributors to participation in 

therapy and care, as well as cognitive and 

psychological sequela for individuals with 

heart failure.  

  Graduation Celebrations 2020 

We’re on Facebook! The Clinical Psychology Training Program has a FB group,  
“URMC-psychology Alumni”. There are currently 86 members including faculty and alumni trainees. It 

is fun to stay in touch with graduates and hear about their personal and professional lives.   

Check it out! 

We still had our meatball, cheese and dessert rooms! Although virtual, 

the event was a huge success that highlighted our trainees’ scholarly 

projects.  Head to our website page to see the 

7th Annual Trainee Poster Day  

**RETIREMENT**  
 
From the Hello... 

 

     Join us in  

  Congratulating  

Dr. Deborah King  

          on her  

decades of service, 

      leadership, 

      mentorship                                        

                          and friendship 
 

 

       
… to the Goodbye 
 
We will be  

celebrating (virtually)  

on October 22nd 

https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/psychiatry/education/behavioral-skills-lab/poster-day-2020.aspx

