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NIAID Approves Additional RPRC Projects 

The RPRC Executive Team is pleased to announce the approval of funds from NIAID to support nine 
Innovation Projects. The projects (listed below) will have a timeframe of either one or two years. 
Congratulations to all the investigators! 

 Investigator Length Title 

Frank Ennis (UMass) 1 Year Complement dependent lytic (CDL) and antibody dependent cellular 
cytotoxicity (ADCC) antibodies after influenza vaccination 

Ann Falsey 1 Year Validation of Gene Array to predict bacterial co-infection in adults 
hospitalized with LRTI 

Deb Fowell 2 Years Impact of Influenza-specific Regulatory T cells on the Magnitude of Immunity 
of Influenza Infection and Vaccination 

Ben Miller and  
Moon Nahm (UAB) 

1 Year A Multiplex Label-Free Chip for Pneumococcus Serology 

Martin Pavelka 1 Year Β-lactam antibiotic resistance in Mycobacterium abscessus 

Sally Quataert 2 Years Cell-mediated and Humoral Antibody Subclass Assay Development for Immune 
Profiling of Response in Human Subjects to Whole Cell and Acellular Pertussis 
Vaccines After Priming and Boosting 

Mark Sangster 1 Year Studies of human memory B cells: optimization of analytical strategies and 
characterization of influenza H7 hemagglutinin-reactive memory B cells 
induced by vaccination 

Ed Walsh 1 Year Effect of Age on T cell Responses to Respiratory Syncytial Virus Infection in 
Adults 

Richard 
Scheuermann (JCVI) 

1 Year Antigenic Evolution of Influenza Hemagglutinin 

 

http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/respiratory-pathogens-research-center/honors-news/
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/respiratory-pathogens-research-center/honors-news/
http://www.urmc.rochester.edu/respiratory-pathogens-research-center/
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12-0004 RSV Study Kicks Off Year 2 

Ed Walsh, Mary Caserta and Ann Falsey are gearing up for their second season for DMID 12-0004 RSV Study. 
In the off season, they have worked with study nurses, lab personnel and data management personnel to 
improve study design. Some challenges addressed in the last year include pediatric blood draws, subject 
retention, sample collection techniques and identification of asymptomatic illness.  
 
With a new amendment in place, recruitment and enrollment has begun, with six already enrolled into the 
Birth Cohort! More frequent contact with the families is a priority this season; regular home visits will be 
completed to capture minor illness, and a newsletter will be sent midseason, once RSV is present in the 
area. Stay tuned for more on their progress in future newsletters! 
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RPRC Seminar Series – September 25th 

PLUS: Looking for Speaker Suggestions! 

Speaker: Dr. Ralph Budd, University of Vermont 
Date: Wednesday, September 25 
Time: 1:00 PM 
Location: 1-9555, Louise Slaughter Conference Room 
Title: “Caspase regulation in the immune system: The FLIP side” 
 
The RPRC Project Management Team is looking for recommendations on future speakers for the Seminar 
Series. If you have suggestions, please send them to Daisy Bird at Daisy_Bird@urmc.rochester.edu or Box 
609. 
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In The News… 

Can a usable H7N9 vaccine be made? Pending Research should offer clues soon 
The Montreal Gazette 
August 19, 2013 
Can a usable vaccine against the H7N9 bird flu virus be made? Studies that are about to start should offer 
clues soon, says the director of the U.S. government program spearheading the work. Four flu vaccine 
manufacturers have started or will soon start clinical trials on H7N9 vaccines, with four more expected to 
conduct trials in the late fall or early winter, says Dr. Robin Robinson. The work will cost the U.S. 
government about $100 million. 
 
Flu vaccine expert Dr. John Treanor says he expects the trials to show adjuvanted H7N9 vaccine will work. 
"All the avian viruses are tough to generate antibody to," says Treanor, head of infectious diseases at the 
University of Rochester (N.Y.) Medical Center. "So I would imagine that a standard, unadjuvanted H7 vaccine 
will probably not be very immunogenic, just like the H5(N1 vaccine) wasn't. But I don't think there's anything 
special about H7 that makes it different from anything else. There might be — but at the moment I don't 
think there's real data that supports that concept." Read more… 

 
Pharmacies expect first flu vaccines 
13 WHAM News 
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August 16, 2013 
The flu season begins in November but the vaccines are already on their way, in some cases, already here at 
your local pharmacy or doctor's office. Rite Aids in the Rochester area are offering the vaccine and Wegmans 
stores anticipate having the shots in a few days. “It comes earlier and earlier every year,” shopper Mary 
Barrett said.  
 
And with the new shipment of drugs comes – what doctors’ say – is better protection. For the first time a 
new vaccine, Fluarix Quadrivalent will fight against four strains of seasonal flu. Past vaccines only covered 
three. “It really increases coverage. What the vaccine manufacturers and the scientists have found, they 
were guessing wrong, which ‘B’ strain to put in the vaccine so since they could safely put in both strains, it 
made sense to do that,” Rochester General Hospital Infectious Disease Physician Dr. Ann Falsey said. Read 
more… 
 

Researchers Call for Deeper Study of H7N9 Bird Flu Virus 
Research@URMC Blog Post 
August 12, 2013 
In a letter published recently in Nature and Science, a group of prominent flu researchers voiced their 
support for studies to determine the potential of the new H7N9 bird flu virus to gain or lose traits that 
would influence its ability to spread from person to person. They believe such research is critical to assess 
the possible risk associated with the virus, which was first reported in China in early April, and to give public 
health authorities the information they need to mount an effective and timely response in the face of a 
pandemic. 

University of Rochester Medical Center scientists John Treanor, M.D., and David Topham, Ph.D., are authors 
on the letter. Read More… 
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LDMS Training 

A LDMS Training Workshop is scheduled to be held at Frontier Science in Amherst, New York on 
October 23rd,  24th, and 25th, 2013.  All LDMS users are welcome to attend, regardless of whether 
you will be attending as a new user or as part of a refresher course, subject to space 
considerations. 
 
Day 1 & Day 2 of the training workshop will cover full presentation of the following topics:  

• Specimen Entry:  Learn how to enter specimen information, search the database for 
specimen records and order tests on aliquots.  

• Storage Management: Learn how to create freezers, levels and containers, add specimens to 
storage, move specimens in storage, and search for specimens in storage. 

• Shipping: Learn how to search for specimens to ship, create reports, and import specimens 
from another LDMS. 

• Reports/Data Retrieval: Learn how to create and export reports using the Reports 
module.  Also, learn how to use the Data Retrieval module to output raw data files. 

• Administration/Labels: Learn how to configure individual user accounts, internal groups, 
printers, labels and system configurations.  Also, learn how to create labels for aliquots 
entered into your database. 

• Assays: Learn how to set up and input immunology assay results.  
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• Computer Preventative Maintenance: Learn how to ensure that your LDMS is protected and 
running efficiently.  Also, learn the basics of properly backing-up your LDMS files. 

• Queries & Query Resolution 
• Hands-on help/instruction. 

Day 3* of the training workshop will consist of the following: 

Morning Session (9:00am – 12:00pm) 
• One-on-one Breakout Sessions with a LDMS trainer 
• Focused, hands-on, practical application of the features in the LDMS 

Afternoon Session (12:00pm – 4:00pm) 
• Setup and resulting of DNA, RNA, and Pharmacology Assays  

 
* Attendees can opt to attend the Full Day on Day 3 or Morning Only. 

Seating is limited.  If you or your staff are interested in attending, please register online by 
Wednesday, October 2nd, 2013, using the following registration links: 

• LDMS Training Workshop (Full Day on Day 3):  Registration Link  

• LDMS Training Workshop (Morning Only on Day 3):  Registration Link  

There is no registration fee.  Lunch will be provided by Frontier Science for all registered training 
participants during the three-day training session.  Sites are responsible for all other travel and 
accommodation expenses for the LDMS workshop.  Local Hotel information is available on the 
registration pages.A certificate of completion will only be issued to each participant who 
completes the full, three-day training session; please make your travel arrangements accordingly.  

Please Contact Lisa Denmark with any questions at Lisa_Denmark@urmc.rochester.edu  
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Upcoming RIM Schedule 
“RPRC Research in Motion (RIM)” is a monthly meeting to discuss ongoing work in and around the RPRC. It is 
intended to be informal, more similar to a large lab meeting than a formally presented seminar. See below 
for an upcoming schedule of presenters. 
 

Date Presenting Lab 
November 5 Steve Gill  
December 3 Hulin Wu 
January 7 Gloria Pryhuber 

 
RPRC RIM will be held on the first Tuesday of each month,  
in KMRB 3-9654 West Conference Room at 1:00 PM EST. 
Return to Top 

 
Click on the button to send us your RPRC news and comments! 
Click Here for the RPRC Website! 
Click Here for the RPRC Internet Calendar – Outlook or iCal! 
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