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Body Movement Processing in Autism
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Adapted from: The Cambridge Handbook of Applied Perception Research



Moves Like a Person
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Scrambled Movement
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Question 1

Do children on the autism 
spectrum process body 
movements differently?
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Task 1: What color did the dot turn?
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Question 2

Does attention help support 
body movement processing in 

autism?
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Task 1: What color did the dot turn?
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Task 2: Do the dots move like a person?
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Task 2: Do the dots move like a 
person?
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Children who had stronger brain
responses to the videos of moving 

people had higher socialization scores.



Summary
When children with autism were distracted by something 
else, their brains process the movements of another person 
differently than their peers.
This processing was better when children had to pay 
special attention to body movements.
These differences may be related to social communication 
development.
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