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In January, 2008 the University of Rochester Medical Center’s Community Advisory Board began development of a list of health research priorities that would benefit the greater Rochester community.  These topics correlate with the organizational categories of the community Health Action health improvement process.  The topics and questions below include input from the Community Advisory Board (black type) plus additional input from the African American Health Coalition (red) and the Health Associations Collaborative (blue). The Latino Health Coalition was asked for input, but gave feedback on how research should be conducted rather than on specific topics.
	Research Topics from Community Advisory Board 

	Violence Reduction
· What are the determinants (including SES and cultural factors)?

· What are effective approaches to preventing/reducing violence?

· What are the links between school disruption and delinquency?

· What is the relationship between blood lead levels and repeat criminal offenders?

· What can we learn about contributors to safety and to violence by comparing different urban neighborhoods?

· How can the African-American male connection to stable families be rebuilt OR what can substitute for the lack of 2 parent families to ensure the success of children (e.g. improving the influence of the “village”)

· What approaches work in the African American community?

	Nutrition
· How to incorporate cultural and economic factors?

	Physical Activity
· Has there been a reduction of physical activity in the schools, and if so how can we reverse it?

· How can we create more safe places to play?

· What happens if we infuse inner city communities with suburban options (Yoga, YMCA branches, youth enrichment camps, etc.)

	Mental Health 

· Effects of stress on mental health? What are the drivers of this? What works to reverse this? 

· What are the effects of elder abuse on physical and mental health of older adults?

· What is the correlation between risky behaviors and mental health? How can we use this knowledge to improve mental health and decrease risky behaviors?

· What are the cultural incentives and disincentives for getting help, and how can we positively impact these?

· What is the effect of self esteem/self worth/ self efficacy on mental health?
· How can we de-stigmatize mental health services in the African American community and make service more readily accessible (especially for people without major mental health issues)

	Bridging the gap between knowledge about healthy behaviors and behavior change 

· Are there ways to effectively use the media to bridge this gap (including social marketing, video games, on-line communities, etc.)

	Applying successful elements from more successful health systems to improve the health of our community  

· What is the impact of “health coaches”? If successful, how to pay for them? Effectiveness of volunteer coaches vs. paid coaches?

	Environmental Health Literacy of Parents

· What environmental household hazards are causing most childhood illness and injuries, and what are effective prevention strategies (considering education, policy change, etc.)

· How can we increase confidence in tap water to reduce the consumption of bottled water? 

	Economic & Environmental Impacts of Abandoned Property 

	Asthma

· What policy and practice changes can reverse the upward trend in asthma rates? 

	Evaluation of the outcomes, effectiveness, and cost-effectiveness of existing efforts in the community 
· How do we coordinate services better among multiple systems that serve troubled youth and their parents?  (Suggestion: study a cohort of teen parents and their children)

· What is the link between use of primary care services and health outcomes (Monroe Plan is seeing a decline in repeat visit rates that is not driven by lower satisfaction levels)

· How can URMC help evaluate local programs to establish evidence-basis for results

	OTHER TOPICS/QUESTIONS:

· How can we better understand health disparities in the community and what we can do to reduce them

· How can the community learn about research results on health topics of interest (i.e. what do we already know about what works)?

· How can sustainable funding/business models be developed to continue valuable services facing funding shortfalls?

· What works in addressing substance abuse?

· Would a Wilson Commencement Park for men be equally effective as this approach is for women?
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