
October 5, 2011

To:
URMC Researchers
From:
Andrew S. Doniger, MD, MPH, URMC Community Advisory Council Chair


Wade Norwood, URMC Community Advisory Council Vice-Chair

Re:
URMC Community Approved Process for Community Engaged and Community-Based Participatory Research

The URMC Community Advisory Council (CAC) has developed a voluntary process by which investigators planning or implementing a community engaged or community-based participatory research project can seek written validation and support from the CAC.  Endorsement by the CAC will potentially benefit researchers when applying for grants and during promotion/tenure procedures.  This process is a concrete pathway to help researchers effectively engage with the community to conduct this important work with support and guidance from the CAC and the Center for Community Health (CCH).

If you are an investigator planning or implementing a community engaged research project, we invite and encourage you to submit a 2-page protocol now or at any time in the future to be reviewed by a subcommittee of the Community Advisory Council.  Instructions are included in the attached process document.  When research projects meet basic criteria and are approved by a CAC Subcommittee, the researcher will receive formal, written notification from the CAC. 

In 2004, the URMC recognized community health as the fourth mission of the medical center along with education, research and patient care, and, in 2006 created the Center for Community Health (CCH) as the infrastructure to work across departments in the medical center to fulfill this mission.  The Community Advisory Council, composed of a broad and diverse group of community leaders, was formed to advise the URMC and CCH in all matters related to community engagement. 
In addition, the community-engagement core of the Clinical and Translational Science Institute, led by the Center for Community Health, aims to increase community engagement in the design and conduct of research.  To fulfill this goal, we recognize the CAC’s responsibility to help advise and support investigators in their community engaged research and other activities.  To improve the health of our community, this important work must be done in partnership with academics and community stakeholders.
an
 Any questions regarding the process can be directed to Gail Newton at 224-3057 or gail_newton@urmc.rochester.edu.  If you are new to community-engaged work, Gail will help put you in contact with colleagues within the URMC, who are experienced in community engaged or community-based participatory research, or with community stakeholders with mutual interests.
We look forward to working with many URMC researchers in this capacity.
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