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Learning Objectives

• List the effects of lead exposure on developing children

• Summarize the changes to New York State public health law and regulatory 

requirements for health care providers regarding elevated blood lead 

definitions, follow up testing and medical management

• List 3 resources available to share anticipatory guidance on lead exposure 

with families

• Describe 2 tools available to providers to assist them in reaching out to 

patients about lead testing needs and understand their practice’s lead 

testing rates
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A Review of 

Lead Exposure 

in Children
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Source:  Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention, CDC
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Source:  Prevention of 
Childhood Lead Toxicity, 
Pediatrics, 2017
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Source:  Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention, CDC
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No Safe 

Level of Lead
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Source:  Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention, CDC
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Childhood Lead Exposure in 

New York State
• New York State has more 

pre-1950 housing containing 

lead paint than any other 

state in the nation. 

• Lead paint has been found 

in approximately 43% of all 

of New York’s dwellings.
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Summary of NYS 

Public Health Law 

and Regulation 

Changes
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Commissioner Letter

• Providers enrolled in NYSIIS 

• Provider Organizations

• American Academy of Pediatrics

• American Academy of Family 

Physicians

• Regional Lead Resource Centers

• Posted on NYSDOH website: 

www.health.ny.gov/lead

http://www.health.ny.gov/lead
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Provider Requirements
NYS Public Health Law and Regulations requires health care providers to:

• Test all children at age 1 year and again at age 2 with a blood lead test

• Assess all children ages 6 months to 6 years at every well-child visit for risk 

of lead exposure, and obtain a blood test if there is a positive response to 

any of the questions

• Provide anticipatory guidance about lead exposure and prevention to all 

parents of children less than 6 years old as part of routine care.

• Provide follow up testing and medical management per guidance
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Public Health Law Changes - 2019

• Requires health care providers to: 

• Confirm any capillary blood lead specimens ≥ 5 µg/dL with a venous 

blood sample and perform risk reduction and nutrition counseling 

(previously ≥ 10 µg/dL).

• Provide comprehensive follow-up services for all children (<18yo) with 

confirmed venous blood lead levels ≥ 5 µg/dL (previously ≥ 15 µg/dL) 

• Requires local health departments to:

• Provide care coordination and environmental management for all children 

with confirmed venous blood lead levels ≥ 5 µg/dL (previously ≥ 10 µg/dL 

and ≥ 15 µg/dL, respectively)
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Health Care 

Provider Guidance 

Updates
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Risk Assessment Questions
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Confirmatory and Follow-up Testing (1)



October 21, 2019 21

Confirmatory and Follow-up Testing (2)
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Clinical Lead Exposure Assessment
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Potential Sources of Exposure

Source:  Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention, CDC
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Working with Local Health Department

Local Health Department services for 

children with elevated blood lead levels 

includes:

➢Care Coordination

➢Environmental Management 

(Note: for partial service 

counties, these services are 

provided by environmental 

health staff at the District 

Offices (DOs))
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Working with Local Health Department
Care coordination is typically facilitated by Public Health Nurses or Public Health 

Educators and involves:

➢Data management and case tracking in LeadWeb;

➢Ensure appropriate follow-up is completed by health care providers;

➢Outreach and education to health care providers and parents/guardians; and,

➢Referrals for environmental management.

Environmental management is typically facilitated by Sanitarians and involves:

➢Environmental inspections and sample collection;

➢Outreach and education to parents/guardians;

➢Action plans for remediation;

➢Enforcement; and,
➢Case closure following remediation.
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Health Care 

Provider Tools & 

Resources
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NYSIIS Reports

Instructions for Generating 

Reports:

https://nysiis.health.state.ny.

us/docs/15_Blood_Lead.pdf
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Health Care Provider Report Card
Future NYSIIS enhancement

• Assist all providers to be more aware of their 

lead testing performance to encourage 

improvement

• Describes the practice testing rate 

compared to NYS rate and State Medicaid 

rate

• Describes practice rate of timely venous 

confirmatory testing
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Regional Lead Resource Centers 

Western Region

Kaleida Health / Oishei Children’s Hospital

1050 Niagara Street

Buffalo, New York 14213

716-768-7624

Medical Director: Melinda Cameron, MD

Program Coordinator: Fallon Beecroft

University of Rochester

601 Elmwood Avenue, Box 777

Rochester, New York 14642

585-275-3105

Medical Director: Stanley Shaffer, MD, MS

Program Coordinator: Jennifer Becker

Geographic Areas:

• Allegany

• Cattaraugus

• Chautauqua

• Chemung

• Erie

• Genesee

• Livingston

• Monroe

• Niagara

• Ontario

• Orleans

• Schuyler

• Seneca

• Steuben

• Wayne

• Wyoming
• Yates
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Health Care 

Provider Outreach



October 21, 2019 34

Health Care Provider Letter

• Letter sent in February 2019

• Informed provider practices in 

NYS (outside of NYC) of their 

underperforming status

• Conveyed NYS Public Health 

Law and regulatory 

requirements concerning lead 

testing and reporting
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Health Care Provider Identification

• Data informed by New York State 

Immunization Information System 

(NYSIIS) Reports

• Identified practices testing less than 

25% of children

• 627 letters sent to 466 practices

• 1 year old test: 87 practices

• 2 year old test: 79 practices

• 1 and 2 year old test: 461 practices
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Health Care Provider Feedback

• Assisted providers not enrolled for reporting LeadCareII® results to 

NYSDOH (17)

• Assisted providers enrolled for reporting but stopped reporting (3)

• Answered provider questions on blood lead testing and reporting 

requirements for those considering purchasing a LeadCareII® or already 

have one (23)

• Assisted providers with NYSIIS functionalities, i.e., generating reports, 

changing patient status, editing blood lead data, and updating 

organization information (>50)
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Health Care Provider Testing Updates
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NYS 2019-2024 

Prevention Agenda
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Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment

• Focus Area 3 Goal: Promote Healthy Home and School Environment 

• Objective a: Increase health care provider‘s blood lead testing rates of 

children ages 0-6

• 2024 Goal 95%

• Objective b: Increase the number of residencies that are inspected for 

lead and other health hazards

• 2024 Goal: 8000 homes

• Objective c: Reduce the number of children less than six years of age 

with a blood lead level of 5 g/dL and over
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2019-2020 Kids Quality 

Agenda Performance 

Improvement Project
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First 1000 Days on Medicaid Initiative*

• Initiative to improve outcomes and access to services for young children on 
Medicaid when it is most crucial for development - in the first 1000 days of life 

– 59% of NYS children 0-3 years old are covered by Medicaid

– Medicaid-enrolled children have a two-fold higher prevalence of developmental delay 

– Prevalent risk factors for developmental delay have cumulative impact

• Developed a ten point agenda to enhance access to services and improve 
outcomes for young children on Medicaid 

*https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/redesign/first_1000.htm
Bitsko et al. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. MMWR March 11, 2016.
Center on the Developing Child (2009). Five Numbers to Remember About Early Childhood Development (Brief). Retrieved from www.developingchild.harvard.edu.

• Create a Preventive Pediatric Care Clinical   Advisory 
Group

• Promote Early Literacy through Local Strategies

• Expand Centering Pregnancy

• New York State Developmental Inventory Upon 
Kindergarten Entry

• Statewide Home Visiting

• Require Managed Care Plans to have a Kids Quality 
Agenda

• Data system development for cross-sector referrals

• Braided funding for Early Childhood Mental Health Consultations

• Parent/Caregiver Diagnosis as Eligibility Criteria for Dyadic Therapy

• Pilot and Evaluate Peer Family Navigators in Multiple Settings

https://developingchild.harvard.edu/
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Overview and Objectives for Kids Quality Agenda PIP

• Overall goal: optimize healthy development trajectory
– Decrease risks for delayed/disordered developmental trajectory

• Screening, testing and linkage to services for:

– Lead exposure

– Newborn hearing loss

– Early identification of developmentally at-risk children

• Engage Medicaid MCOs in identification of at-risk children and linkage 
of children to services

• Leverage existing data systems to identify children in need of 
screening/testing/follow-up services
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Collaboration for a Kids Quality Agenda PIP

Medicaid Managed 
Care Organizations

(MCOs)

Office of Health 
Insurance Programs

Division of Family  
Health

Early Intervention

Early Hearing 
Detection and 
Intervention

NYCDOHMH

Center for 
Environmental 

Health 

Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program

Office of Quality and 
Patient Safety

What are MCO expectations?
• Ensure appropriate blood lead testing and 

follow-up for at-risk members
• Establish access to lead testing data and 

reports for their members available through 
the New York State Immunization Information 
System (NYSIIS) and/or the NYC DOHMH Lead 
Poisoning Prevention Program

• Evaluate barriers and implement interventions 
barriers/disparities
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Primary 

Prevention of 

Childhood Lead 

Exposure
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Childhood Lead Poisoning Primary Prevention Program 
(CLPPPP)

Primary Prevention Program targeted to high risk housing in 

19 identified communities of concern within 15 counties
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Childhood Lead Poisoning Primary Prevention Program 
(CLPPPP)

• Housing-based approach to identify properties with lead 

paint hazards and take steps to make them lead safe 

BEFORE a child is poisoned

• Local Health Departments declare areas of high-risk

– High proportion of pre-1940’s housing 

– High proportion rental properties with high turnover

– Poorly maintained properties

– Low income & minority populations
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Childhood Lead Poisoning Primary Prevention Program 
(CLPPPP)

• Residents or property owners living in the designated high 

risk areas can request an environmental lead inspection.

• Trained LHD staff will provide a home visit to identify lead 

based paint hazards, and provide education.

• Many counties provide incentive packages to residents 

(cleaning products etc).

• If any lead hazards are identified, the property owner will 

be required to remediate hazards to bring dwelling to a 

lead safe status.
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a whole 

neighborhood?

What if we could change 

one house?
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a whole 

neighborhood?

What if we could change 

one house?

Healthy 
Neighborhoods 

Program
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STAFFING

• sanitarians, health 
educators, nurses, CHW, 
and other public health 
professionals with 
training in 
environmental health 
and housing

INTERVENTION

• in-home visual 
assessments and 
interventions for 
42+ environmental 
health and safety 
hazards 

• education, 
referrals and 
products

TARGETING

• targets high-risk 
areas identified 
with census and 
surveillance data

• uses a 
combination of 
door-to-door 
canvassing and 
referrals

The Program
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Health and safety hazards addressed

Fire safety Radon Pests Tobacco Control

Lead poisoning Temp/humidity Mold/moisture Ventilation

Asthma Carbon monoxide Structural issues Cleaning and Clutter

Program Goals
• Prevention of Lead Exposure
• Prevention of Fire Deaths

• Reduction in Asthma Hospitalizations
• Improved Indoor Air Quality
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CLINTON

RENSSALAER

ONONDAGA

ONEIDA
MONROE

NIAGARA

ERIE

BROOMETIOGA

TOMPKINS

CAYUGA

CORTLAND

SCHENECTADY

ALBANY

COLUMBIA

ORANGE

WESTCHESTER

ROCKLAND

NEW YORK CITY

19 counties
currently funded

Range of population densities
Clinton Co. 79 persons/mi2

Westchester Co. 2,220 persons/mi2

New York City 71,000 persons/mi2

We see many types of 
housing in a diverse set of 

communities 
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www.cdc.gov/lead

http://www.health.ny.gov/lead
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Questions?

Contact Information:

Kristen Navarette, MD, MPH, FAAP

Medical Director, Center for Environmental Health

New York State Department of Health

Empire State Plaza, Corning Tower Rm 1619

Albany, NY 12237

518-402-7500

Kristen.navarette@health.ny.gov

www.health.ny.gov

www.health.ny.gov/lead

mailto:Kristen.navarette@health.ny.gov
http://www.health.ny.gov
http://www.health.ny.gov/lead

