
 

In November 2013, the University of Rochester Meliora Campaign 
reached the $1 billion mark in its goal to raise $1.3 billion. A gift of 
more than $4 million made to the Flaum Eye Institute pushed the  
campaign over the threshold. The pledge came from FEI’s James  
Aquavella, M.D., establishing two endowed professorships.  
This incredible act of generosity helped to solidify Aquavella’s dream  
of a world-class eye institute in Rochester and paid tribute to his late 
wife Catherine “Kay” who also shared his goal. Vision for the Future 
caught up to the busy clinician scientist who spoke about the gift  
and of its importance to him.

Was there a particular impetus for this transformative act?
One can’t point to a single thing. It has been an evolution. For more 
than 40 years, Kay and I shared a commitment to each other and to 
advancing the medical specialty of ophthalmology — with its power to 
transform people’s lives. During this time, both of us had been involved 
in establishing an eye institute in Rochester. When Steve Feldon was 
hired by the University to build an eye institute 13 years ago, I was  
excited. I already had a long and productive relationship with the 
University of Rochester doing corneal research. I immediately joined 
the full-time faculty, because I thought it was the perfect opportunity 
to merge our resources and create a premiere center of excellence in 
ophthalmology. 

The plan to create a research professorship in ophthalmology began 
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Bon Voyage!
  the fei faculty practice said farewell to steven s.t. 

Ching, m.D., who practiced in the corneal and  

external disease service for more than 30 years.  

several send-off events culminated with a dinner held 

at the rochester Academy of Medicine where friends, 

colleagues, former students and patients gathered to 

salute his contributions to fei and the department  

of ophthalmology.

ching’s skill as a surgeon and teacher will be 

missed, as will his compassion for his patients. his 

legendary demeanor drew a following of patients and 

students who have acknowledged him through gifts to 

fei in his honor. chief among them is the late Adeline lutz, who donated her $7 million estate  

to help establish the flaum eye institute.  

in celebration of ching’s contributions to patient care and education, the “Adeline lutz  

Distinguished Professor of ophthalmology” — the title which ching held —  has been renamed 

the “Steven S.T. Ching – Adeline Lutz Professor of Ophthalmology”. ching also received 

the title of Professor emeritus and will remain a vital part of the resident alumni council. he and  

his wife Mary plan to split their time between rochester and ching’s home state of hawaii.

Endowing a Dream

For morE than 40 yEars,  
JamEs aquavElla, m.D.,  

has workED to brIng nEw  
thErapIEs From thE ConCEptual 

stagE to patIEnt CarE.      

Dr. stEvEn s.t. ChIng anD  
Dr. holly hInDman.
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The University of Rochester Flaum Eye Institute (FEI) continues to pursue its commitment to 

excellence in patient care, research, education, and technological innovation. We recently  

celebrated Steven S.T. Ching’s retirement after more than 30 years of dedicated service in 

caring for patients and teaching. His career-long commitment to FEI is symbolized in the  

renaming of the Adeline Lutz Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology to the Steven S.T. 

Ching — Adeline Lutz Professorship. Steve has left behind a strong and dynamic cornea 

service, having trained his successors: Holly Hindman, M.D. who was recently promoted to 

Associate Professor, and David Shiple, M.D. (page 3) who joined FEI this past July.  

In this issue, we also celebrate an incredible gift from our colleague, James Aquavella, M.D.,  

and his late wife Catherine. Together they made a gift of more than $4 million to establish 

two endowed professorships (cover), cementing their enduring legacy. Words cannot  

describe our gratitude to them.

We continue to pursue the leading edge in medical care. FEI recently became the first in the 

region to offer laser assisted cataract surgery to its patients (page 6). Our Catalys® system  

is our promise to deliver the very best in visual outcomes and patient comfort related to  

premium cataract surgery. A complete update to our operating rooms furthers our  

commitment to lead the way in advanced surgical care. We also recently hired Tara Vaz, O.D.  

She will join us as an expert in PROSE, a customized contact lens system capable of providing 

increased visual acuity and comfort to persons suffering from some of the most debilitating 

ocular surface and corneal diseases. 

Basic and clinical science continue to move forward.  

Rajeev Ramchandran, M.D, M.B.A., recently received two 

grants, expanding his work that uses telemedicine screenings  

to detect and prevent eye disease. He teams up with Silvia  

Sorensen, Ph.D. who recently joined FEI (page 3) to develop  

and implement new population-based health strategies aimed  

at keeping healthy millions of eyes throughout the region.  

FEI research Director Krystel Huxlin, Ph.D. also received a new  

grant (page 10) that supports FEI’s goal of developing the next 

generation of laser vision correction. The entire research team 

continues to distinguish itself through publications in leading 

scientific journals and presentations at scientific meetings.

We welcome our most recent class of residents and a new cornea fellow (page 8).  

This completes our transition from a program with nine residents to one with 12. The  

expansion allows FEI to provide even greater opportunities for our trainees to learn and  

practice medical and surgical ophthalmology. Speaking of education, FEI Advisory Board 

member Ron Billitier made an exciting announcement related to our educational mission. 

Proceeds from his annual Vision Dinner fundraising event will now fund an endowed visit-

ing lectureship named in his honor. The endowed lectureship enables us to bring the most 

respected clinicians and scientists to Rochester to further the education of our residents,  

fellows and regional community of ophthalmologists.  

During our recent faculty and staff town hall meeting, I had the privilege to share our recent 

achievements and vision for the future with nearly 200 dedicated individuals that make 

up the Flaum Eye Institute. Thanks to the generosity of our advisory board, donors, indus-

try partners, and patients, we will continue to make this an academic center of excellence 

recognized throughout the region, the nation and the world as a place for preventing and 

curing blinding disease.

Sincerely,

Steven E. Feldon, M.D., M.B.A. Director, David and Ilene Flaum Eye Institute

  Chair, Department of Ophthalmology

  University of Rochester School  

  of Medicine & Dentistry

   FEI in the Community
FEI continues to extend a friendly 
hand into the region, bringing eye 
healthcare and education to the  

community with lectures and  
screenings. FEI would like to thank 
all the faculty, staff, students and 
volunteers who helped out at the  

following events:   

MAy 21:  Cornea specialists James  
Aquavella, M.D., and Holly Hindman, 
M.D., addressed the Rochester chapter 
of the Sjögren’s Disease Support Group 
at Pittsford Public Library. Sjögren’s is a 
chronic autoimmune disease that can cause 
dry eye and a host of other health issues.

JUly 26:  Vanessa Desmore and Kelly 
King attended a health and information 
fair sponsored by the Rochester-based 
Foodlink agency. The team educated 
attendees about eye health, including the 
value of diabetes management. They also 
performed eyeglass adjustments.

SEPT. 6:  Harold Ross, M.D., residents 
Morgan Renner, M.D., Catherine Liegel, 
M.D., Abdualrahman Hamad, M.D., 
and Amit Sangave, M.D., joined a group 
of more than one dozen medical students 
to conduct glaucoma screenings at the 
Annual Rochester Women’s Health Fair at 
the Public Market. Nearly 40 people were 
screened for glaucoma and other diseases 
affecting the eye. Each screening took  
10 minutes. Patients were given test results 
and advice about next steps to take. Not 
only do vision screenings help some of 
Rochester’s most vulnerable citizens, they 
help introduce medical students to careers 
in ophthalmology.

I f  y o u  a r e  
I n t e r e s t e d  I n . . . 

inviting one of our faculty members to 
speak about eye health topics, starting 
a support group related to eye disease 

or scheduling a glaucoma or other 
type of screening, please contact  
Steve Kofron at 585-275-3977.  

We’ll do our very best to accommo-
date your request.



New Faculty

New Cornea Surgeon

David shiple, m.D., in July 

joined the clinical faculty of the 

flaum eye institute as Assistant 

Professor of ophthalmology in  

the cornea/external Disease  

service. he completed his  

residency training at the  

University of virginia and his 

cornea/external disease fellowship 

at the flaum eye institute.  

he is actively involved in patient 

care at our main campus and at 

our satellite offices.

As a cornea specialist, shiple 

provides clinical services related 

to the cornea, the ocular surface 

and the rest of the anterior  

segment of the eye. these include  

the latest techniques in surgical 

corneal transplantation, manage-

ment of corneal dystrophies,  

the care and treatment of inflam-

matory and infectious disease,  

dry eye, lAsiK, as well as routine 

and complicated cataract surgery.

Stem Cell Researcher 
Joins FEI to Study Retinal 
Degenerative Disease

ruchira singh, ph.D., joins the 

basic science research faculty at 

the flaum eye institute as  

Assistant Professor of ophthal-

mology. her research focuses 

on using patient-derived human 

induced pluripotent stem cells 

for studying retinal diseases and 

developing treatments. singh 

is investigating how biological 

defects and environmental  

exposures – like smoking –  

combine to lead to blindness. 

she is interested in learning 

why patients’ own cells become 

dysfunctional and die in retinal 

degeneration and then using that 

knowledge to develop new drugs 

that slow, halt, or reverse disease

singh finished her under-

graduate training in computer 

science in india before graduating  

with her Ph.D. in physiology 

from Kansas state University. she 

then completed her postdoctoral 

training in pharmacology at yale 

school of Medicine, and stem  

cell research training at the  

University of wisconsin-Madison. 

her diverse research training  

has allowed her to develop and 

use new scientific techniques  

for studying complex human 

diseases. her recent work at  

University of wisconsin-Madison 

led to the development of the 

first patient-derived cellular 

model of an inherited retinal 

degeneration, Best disease. this 

provided new insights into the 

causes of Best disease, which  

primarily affects children and 

leads to vision loss. 

Population-Based Care 
Makes Headway

silva sörensen, ph.D. joins as 

research Associate Professor. 

sörensen, came to fei from the 

University of rochester’s Depart-

ment of Psychiatry, and plays an 

integral role in fei’s population 

health management strategy. 

this concept in health care seeks 

to improve the overall wellness 

of large groups of people by 

addressing social, environmental, 

cultural and physical concerns 

that may place populations at 

risk for developing or worsening 

eye disease. sörensen works with 

a multi-disciplinary team that 

includes rajeev ramchandran, 

m.D., m.b.a. the team seeks 

to better understand eye-related 

health care needs and devise 

strategies to prevent potential 

vision problems from becoming 

vision threatening. this approach 

has the dual benefits of reducing 

costs of medical or surgical eye 

care and improving the quality 

of life for individuals within the 

population.

sörensen brings a wealth of 

experience to population-based 

health. she is the primary  

investigator in a national institute 

on Aging project to test an  

intervention aimed at improving 

quality of life for people with 

macular degeneration. she has 

also been involved in numerous  

community outreach activities  

throughout the region to 

improve health, with a special 

focus on the elderly. As part of 

the fei team, sörensen will build 

networks and programs that 

protect and improve the health 

New Clinician Heads 
Specialized Contact lens 
Project 

tara vaz, o.D. joins fei’s well 

eye care team and the contact 

lens service as senior instructor. 

vaz spent more than 13 years in 

clinical, scientific and research 

environments. she has extensive 

clinical experience in private 

practice and as an Assistant 

clinical Professor at the state 

University of new york, state 

college of optometry. vaz was 

also a Principal research  

optometrist at Bausch + lomb, 

where she provided clinical 

research support for vision care 

product development.

in addition to providing 

well eye care including regular 

exams, pre- and post-operative 

cataract services, spectacle 

and contact lens fitting to fei 

patients, vaz is leading fei’s  

new Prose service. Prose is  

a specialized contact lens that is 

customized to help restore visual 

function to people suffering 

from complex corneal problems 

including keratoconus, severe 

dry eye, neurotrophic keratitis, 

corneal dystrophies, and more. 

vaz and the Prose clinic will 

also support the research of 

geunyoung yoon, ph.D.,  

who is collaborating in an nei 

sponsored study to help improve 

the vision of persons suffering 

from corneal disease. 

of persons suffering from eye 

disease and related conditions.

sörensen is a graduate of 

Antioch college, the technical 

University of Berlin and received 

her doctorate in human  

Development and family studies 

at Pennsylvania state University. 

she completed a fellowship 

at the University of rochester 

Department of Psychiatry through 

a national research service 

Award and a postdoctoral  

fellowship in social Gerontology  

at the University of victoria, 

canada.

3



C o r p o r at I o n s

Bausch + Lomb
Champion Moving & Storage
Cornerstone Eye Associates
Kasperski,Owen & Dinan CPAs, LLC
Medical College of Wisconsin
Pluta Family Foundation Inc.
Whelpley & Paul Opticians

f o u n d at I o n s

Greater Rochester Health Foundation
Alvin F. & Ruth K. Thiem Foundation
Edward & Della Thome Memorial  
 Foundation
Rochester Area Community Foundation

I n d I v I d u a l s

Dr. Yousuf Khalifa and Heba Abdalla
Norman A. Aborjaily
Susan Acker
Deborah A. Acor
Melody Alamio-Ellwood
Joan A. Aldrich
Marilyn A. Allen and Alvin E. Allen
Thomas S. Allen ’04, ’04
Michael Amico and Nela Amico
Carl Angeloff ’53 and Pamela Angeloff
Anonymous
Dr. James V. Aquavella
Voula Ardell
Wayne A. Arthurton
Andrew P. Asmodeo ’14 (MS)
Charlotte H. Baker and Robert B. Baker
Darlene C. Bargmann
Lawrence Barlak
Dr. Donald A. Barrett ’68M (Res) and   
 Gayle Barrett
Lisa Bartusek and Michael Bartusek
Peter Battisti
Steven G. Becker
Henry J. Beetz ’59 (MS)
Marlene Beghini
Paul H. Beicke and Marilyn W. Beicke
Helen B. Beilman and James E. Beilman
Joseph M. Bell ’92
Carl M. Berger and Linda Berger
Roger Berger
Donald J. Bergmann and  
 Barbara J. Bergmann
Michael J. Beyma
James L. Birch
Dr. Herbert Blatt ’78 (Flw)
David C. Bliek ’67 (MS) and Frances M. 
Bliek
Dr. Stephen M. Bloch ’88 (MD)
Cressence E. Bloss
Stuart Bobry and Betsy Bobry
Michael S. Bochner ’09 (MBA)
Dr. Shobha Boghani ’00 (Res) and  
 Dr. Ashish Boghani
Anita Bonanni ’74 (EdM)
Doris Braine ’73 (MA)

Gail W. Brasley
Reginald D. Brean
Edward F. Brenkus
Louis V. Brescia and Susan Brescia
Lynne Brill
Karen S. Brown ’77
Dorothy A. Bruce ’60
Lana J. Brumbaugh
Alex A. Buonanno
Eilene Burm
Daniel J. Burns ’11 (MBA) and  
 Denise Burns
Lorna A. Burton and Edward Burton
Leslie H. Calder and Geraldine Calder
Christine Cardinell
Roger C. Carlin and Judith E. Carlin
William G. Carmichael
Milburn Carney
John P. Carver and Betsy Carver
Paula M. Chapman
Dr. Dinesh K. Chawla ’00, ’05,’06,’08,’10
Dr. Percival H. Chee ’62 (MD) and  
 Carolyn T. Chee
Dr. Donald Cherr and Margaret Cherr
Robert P. Cherwonik
Daniel J. Chessin and Rina F. Chessin
Dr. Steven S.T. Ching ’74 (MD), ’81 (Res)  
 and Mary D. Ching
Maureen W. Chisholm
Candyse K. Clarke
John Cleary
Martha B. Cleland
Barbara L. Cobb and Richard E. Cobb
Irving J. Cohen
Dr. Ronald J. Cole ’62 (MD) and  
 Charlotte S. Cole
Patrick J. Comfort Jr. ’09
Mary H. Comley ’65 (DPL)
James R. Cook
Ruth L. Cooper
David A. Costello
Dorothy A. Coyne
Stella Cushman
John D’Amico Jr.
Anthony J. D’Imperio
Robert E. Daly Jr. and Victoria W. Daly
Frederick R. Davey and Doris W. Davey
Ann C. DeFazio
Linda N. Delaney and William F. Delaney
John H. Dengler
Joseph DeRitis
Irene A. DeSantis
V. Sumati Devadutt ’64, ’66 (MA)
Margaret D. Dever
Marci N. Dollard
Sarah Driansky ’02
Dr. Frederick Dushay ’61 (Res)
Dr. Ann E. Dwyer
Gina Eagan
Cheryl B. Edgcomb
Mary K. Edwards
Jack D. Eisenberg and Sue G. Eisenberg
Asta Eldrup-Jorgensen

A D V A N C I N G  

Joan H. Ellison and Robert R. Ellison
Peter M. Emmel
Dr. W. Keith Engel ’86 (Res)
Joyce Ermer
Susanne Esan ’49, ’52 (MA)
David Fake and Kay Fake
Mary A. Fasino
Harriette Feldman
Stanley Z. Feingold and Irene R. Feingold
Dr. Steven E. Feldon and Diane A. Feldon
Minnie Finestone
Susan L. Fingland and Timothy Fingland
William S. Fischer and Lisa S. Fischer
Evelyn Fitch and Robert Fitch
Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Nancy S. Fitzpatrick and  
 Andrew L. Fitzpatrick
H. Irene Flanders
David M. Flaum ’11
Robert Fox
Stephen A. Fraum ’12 (MBA) and  
 Rose K. Fraum
Gail M. Fuller and Duane E. Fuller
Eli Futerman ’12 and Peggy Futerman ’12
Linda J. Gamo
Dr. Lin Gan
Evelyn J. Garufo
Saeed M. Gase
John Gates
Carol M. Geminn and Gary C. Geminn
Joseph C. Genova
John R. Geraghty and Bonnie L. Geraghty
Cinderine M. Giancaterin
David F. Gipner ’66 (MBA) and  
 Donna W. Gipner
John B. Gipner ’91 and Gail B. Gipner
Boris Fayn Girsh and Ludmila F. Girsh
Grace M. Giummo
Julian W. Goldstein and Marjorie Goldstein
Dr. Mithra Gonzalez ’10 (Res)
Anna S. Green
Dolores Green ’74
Donald D. Green ’64 and Sally K. Green
Samuel Greenberg*
Gail M. Grierson
James Griffin
Qyonda Griggs-Robison
Dr. Donald A. Grover ’62, ’66 (MD) and  
 Karen S. Grover
Dawn W. Gruendike
Maxine L. Gubb and Gregory Gubb
Catharine Hagreen
Lewis W. Haley
Carol A. Hall
Joseph R. Hanna
Sylvia A. Hanson
Dr. Omar Hanuch ’96 (Flw), ’00 (Res)
Orville P. Harris
Steven M. Harris
Carol R. Watson and John D. Haskins
Anne B. Hasler
Paul J. Hastings
Dr. Roland R. Hawes ’49, ’51 (MS)

Ruth A. Hedin and Jeffrey A. Hedin
Helen W. Hemmer
Irene A. Henderberg
Brian Hendrick and Heidi Hendrick
Thomas M. Herbst
Molly M. Hewitt ’76 (EdM), ’81
Dr. Edward L. Hicks ’62, ’65 (MD), ’69 (Res)
Madeline O. Hines
Bette E. Hoerth
Dr. Marvin J. Hoffman ’45, ’50 (Res), ’77 and  
 Nancy Yanes Hoffman ’50, ’68 (MA), 
Esther S. Holbert
Audrey G. Holm
Donald J. Holtz and Catherine A. Holtz
Curtis D. Hooey and Rosemary C. Hooey
Joan M. Houston and William G. Houston
F. Lawrence Howe and Barbara B. Howe
Samuel J. Huang ’14, ’14
Mary Lou Huff
Bonnie C. Hughes
Robert D. Hughes Jr.
Robert G. Hugo ’70
William E. Hunt
J. Gaven Hurley
Jeanne Hutchins ’85
Dr. Krystel Huxlin
Dr. William E. Jackson ’58 (MD)
Joseph P. Jaskier and Krista M. Jaskier
Janet A. Jimenez Rueda
Diane L. Johnson
Theresa Johnson
Pauline Jones and Robert W. Jones
James Joy ’96 (MS) and Kimberly Y. Joy
Craig Kader
Ronald G. Kaufman
Lillian M. Keefer
Naomi Kennedy ’43
Sandra J. Kennedy
Dr. Roy J. Ketchum ’48, ’72 (EdD)
Pauline S. Kiessel
Joyce A. Killick Fowler
Jean O. Kinney ’38
Margaret Kittelberger and  
 Robert L. Kittelberger
Dr. David Kleinman ’04 (MBA) and  
 Wendy S. Walsh
Dr. Gary Kochersberger
Karen D. Kohl ’98 (MBA)
Barbara C. Kolstee
Thomas Koziol*
Dr. Jared H. Krackov
John E. Kramer ’53
Evelyn L. Krane ’74 (EdM)
Dr. Carolyn Kalsow and Richard W. Krause
Jayson Kraut and Grace N. Kraut
Hy Kreitzman
Diana W. Kubick
Frederick R. Kulikowski ’90 (MBA) and  
 Cheryle I. Kulikowski
James E. Labb
Paul K. Lange and Dora Lange
John L. Lawless and Ramsay C. Lawless
Dr. Victor Laties ’54 (PhD)

a most  grateful  tHanK  you  to  our  donors  for  
tHe Ir  generous  g I fts  and  ongo Ing  support. 

the David and ilene flaum eye institute is most grateful to its donors for their generous gifts and ongoing support. we are especially appreciative  

to the friends, patients, alumni and faculty who contributed to our Annual fund. the Annual fund is an essential source of funding that helps us  

to continue our groundbreaking work in vision care and research. this year, your donations had a direct impact on our mission, helping us recruit 

new faculty and purchase new equipment for our clinic and research laboratories. the following donors have contributed in  

various ways to fei between December 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014. Gifts can be designated to the Annual fund and mailed to:  

Jennifer richardson, Director of Advancement, fei, 210 crittenden Blvd., Box 659, rochester, ny 14642.  

or make a gift online by going to eyeinstitute.urmc.edu and clicking on “Ways to Help.”
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* deceased

T H E   V I S I O N

Dale H. Leiter
Ishbel E. Lennon and John Lennon
Louis Leone
William Lindsay
Judy Lindsey
Linda L. Lintz
Elizabeth N. Logan
Suzanne M. Lorz
Eleanor A. Lovell
Edward J. Lynd and Kathleen L. Lynd
Dr. Nalini Madiwale
Julia Magguilli
Barbara Malley
Henry F. Manfredi Jr.
Carroll Manning
Dr. Karl J. Marchenese ’74 (MD), ’79 (Res)  
 and Urai Marchenese
Mary A. Martin ’77 (MA) and  
 Christopher Martin
Samuel A. Martin and Phyllis L. Martin
Clyde Marvel and Elizabeth Marvel
Monica J. Mashewske
John Maskalans ’04 and Muriel Maskalans
James W. Maurer ’68 and  
 Nona M. Maurer ’74
Francis G. McCabe Sr.
Timothy McCarthy and Carole McCarthy
Joseph J. Mccauley
Dr. Greg McCormick ’02 (Res), ’05 (Res)
Martha J. McKeown and  
 William T. McKeown
Junior Mcloud and Elizabeth E. Mcloud
Carol A. Meier
Dr. Henry S. Metz ’91 (MBA), ’66 (Res) and  
 Iris C. Metz
Frank Meyer
Dean G. Miller
John F. Milligan and Marie M. Milligan
Lawrence J. Mitchell and  
 Margaret C. Mitchell
Michael J. Montagno Jr.
Peter Montana
Nancy Monterella
Allan D. Moore
Charles W. Morgan
William Muench and Lucille C. Muench
Donna J. Mummery ’66, ’80
Dr. Mary S. Napoleon ’82 (Res)

David P. Natemeier
Dr. William H. Nesbitt ’63
Alfred A. Newell
Mary Newman
Christine K. Nichols-Brown
Dr. Marciana Nicolas-Dollard
Ann S. Nielsen
Reade B. Nimick Jr. ’95
Dr. Charles G. Nitsche
LTC William Robert Nolan ’44, ’48 (MA)
Patrick J. O’Brien
Wilmer P. O’Connell ’61 and  
 Mary Lou O’Connell
Clayton H. Osborne
Patricia H. Ottman and  
Franklin R. Ottman
Charles H. Owens
William J. Palombella and  
 Margaret H. Palombella
Pamela J. Paris and Andrew L. Paris III
Dr. Steve B. Park ’91 (Flw)
Debra B. Parts ’85 (MSE) and  
 Peter N. Parts
Amante S. Parungao
Lorena Patt
Lana Paust
James B. Peace
Dr. John C. Peachey ’54 (MD) and  
 Susan Peachey
Genevieve Perednis
Irene Perry
Richard Peters and Gail Peters
Valeria M. Phillips and William L. Phillips
Donna L. Pieters
Mark R. Pignagrande
Dolores Pinnisi
Dr. Christine Platt ’79 (PhD), ’83 (MD),  
 ’87 (Res)
Helen Pluta
Samuel Poletta
Bertha Porter
Stuart R. Porter
Werner B. Preissing
Dr. Saul Presberg and Helen C. Presberg
Mary Ann Puglisi-Martinez
Dr. Rajeev S. Ramchandran ’13 (MBA),  
 ’03 (MD)
Steven M. Ramsey

We offer special thanks to Bausch + Lomb, Research to Prevent Blindness, Glover-Crask Charitable Trust,  
David & Ilene Flaum, James & Catherine Aquavella, and Lynn & Walter Lutz for their sustaining support.

Frederick L. Rapp
Wilford J. Clicquennoi and Karen Rapp
Hugh L. Ratigan and Norma T. Ratigan
Dr. David A. Redding
J. Michael Reed ’99 (MBA) and  
 Lori B. Reed
Paul J. Regan Jr. and Susan M. Regan
William Reilich
David L. Richards
Jennifer Richardson
Barbara M. Kelley ’77 and Thomas P. Riley
Eleanor A. Rogers
Harvey Roll
Dr. Howard H. Rosenblum ’80 (MD), ’84 (Res)
Patricia Roth and Kermit C. Roth
L. Ann Rowley
Theresa Rucker
Florence Salitan
Maureen A. Salter and Graham R. Salter
Carolyn S. Sammann ’84, ’89 (MS),  
 ’08 (PhD), ’96 (PMC) and  
 Howard Sammann ’79 (MBA)
Kathleen Sandberg and Craig Sandberg
Florence R. Sardisco
Linda M. Sargent
Norma R. Saunders
Anton V. Schutz
Irene R. Schwartz
Josephine M. Schwartz
Les Schweizer and Bonnifer S. Schweizer
Kyle B. Schweizer
Margaret M. Schwytzer
Bernice Scott
Walt Scott and Ellie Scott
Jon H. Shay
Sandra L. Shusda and William M. Shusda
Evgeny Shustorovich and  
 Maria Shustorovich
Dr. Albert J. Simone and Carolie Simone
John W. Smith
Mark A. Smith
Scott R. Smith ’86
Carol A. Smith and W. Jerome Smith
Alla H. Solberg and Tommy Solberg
David Sorce
Theodore Spall Jr. and Suzanne Spall
Michael S. Speziale ’62
Jolie Spiers

Gerald A. Stahl and Susan H. Stahl
Gregory L. Stark ’75 (MS)
Susan D. Stoycon
Genevieve L. Stranford
Mary Lou Straub and Carlton M. Straub
Martha A. Sullivan
Lawrence R. Sutton
Kasia M. Swetz
Gary Tajkowski and Monica Tajkowski
Virendra K. Tarneja
Joanne Taylor
Nancy J. Thornton ’63
Robert C. Tompkins
Livia M. Toscano and Ralph M. Toscano Jr.
Dorothy M. Trifiro
Dr. Thomas G. Tuxill ’67 (MD), ’75 (Res)
Robert L. Tylor
Anthony J. Vacca
Maria A. Vollmer
Richard Wahl
Bette D. Wallace
Matthew Weins
Dr. Robin L. Weintraub ’84 (MA)(PhD)  
 and Dr. Michael Weintraub
Sharon L. Weissend ’71, ’77 (MA)
Kim L. Wensel
Joyce C. Wester
Edward N. White
Catherine Wigfield
Dr. David A. DiLoreto Jr. ’95 (MS),  
 ’95(PhD), ’97 (MD) and  
 Dr. Zoë Williams ’08 (Res)
Alice L. Willson
Lois Winslow
Susan E. Wolfe and Charles W. Wolfe
Jean M. Wolpert
Mary C. Zangari
Linda J. Zarrella ’96 (MA)*
Ronald L. Zarrella
Dr. Donald N. Zehl ’63 (Res)
Doris J. Zicari
Gwendolyn H. Zink and Thomas O. Zink

n o t- f o r - p r o f I t s

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Research To Prevent Blindness Inc.
United Way of Greater Rochester   

Thanks to the efforts of  
Advisory Board member  
Ron Billitier, September is 
always a special time on the 
FEI fundraising calendar.  
Each fall, Billitier’s Vision 
Dinner delights more than  
100 guests providing outstand-
ing company, excellent fare 
and superb wines. 2014 was 
no exception as a lively group 

descended on Tournedos Restaurant in support of a worthy cause.
This year, the event changed focus, raising funds for FEI’s  

educational mission. In previous years, the dinner helped to underwrite 
research and clinical needs. This change heralds a goal to create an 

endowed fund in support of a distinguished visiting professor at  FEI’s 
annual meeting. Appropriately renamed the Billitier Family Visiting 
Professor, the lecture will feature prominent scholars from the ranks of 
ophthalmology’s most prestigious institutions. Not only will this lecture 
provide valuable opportunities to residents from FEI, SUNY Buffalo 
and SUNY Upstate, it provides needed updates to practicing eye care 
providers from the entire community.

Through corporate and table sponsorships, donations and a silent 
auction, including signed sports memorabilia, close to $40,000 was 
raised. A live auction of a wine dinner at Tournedos also highlighted the 
evening. FEI gratefully acknowledges all those who came in support of 
eye care and especially recognizes Bob and Lynn Fallone of Tournedos 
and the Billitier family for the hard work and generosity that makes this 
such a special evening.

Billitier vision Dinner Takes New aim
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Nearly everyone who lives long enough 

will develop cataracts. simply put, a cataract is a clouding of the eye’s 

natural lens that reduces vision. when a cataract gets dense enough to 

affect a person’s quality of life, it is removed. cataract extraction may be  

the most common procedure performed in the world. recovery from 

surgery is quick and great outcomes are more predictable than ever.

recently, however, cataract surgery has undergone a transforma-

tion. the use of specialized lasers has made this already reliable  

procedure one of incredible precision, resulting in better visual  

outcomes. Moreover, this new technology also reduces post-operative 

inflammation, making recovery faster and more comfortable with  

fewer complications. this advance comes just in time to serve aging 

Baby Boomers who have high expectations for visual performance  

after surgery.

earlier this year, fei became the first ophthalmology practice in the 

region to offer laser assisted surgery to its patients with cataracts.  

in addition to this new technology, it has added other equipment to its 

operating rooms, making it among the nation’s most advanced treat-

ment centers in the country.

central to fei’s advanced cataract suite is the catalys®  Precision 

laser. catalys® replaces two critical steps that were previously performed 

manually, eliminating the use of bladed instruments. the result is  

cataract surgery that is gentler and far more precise than even the most  

skilled hands can perform. this precision also allows doctors to more 

accurately position special premium lenses in the eye after a cataract is 

removed — or make vision correcting incisions in the cornea — so that 

patients may have much less need for glasses after surgery. 

“this is a giant step forward in patient care,” Christian klein, 

m.D., said. Klein, an Assistant Professor of ophthalmology, is a great 

proponent of the technology. “Many patients now developing cataracts 

are the same people who saw the advent and growth of refractive  

procedures like lAsiK and PrK. they are used to the idea that ophthal-

mologists can make them can see with less dependence on contacts 

and glasses. for many, we can achieve this.”

the system uses sophisticated imaging equipment to create a 3-D 

image of the eye. this map guides a femtosecond laser that makes a 

symmetrical ring along the surface of the cataract and then breaks the 

cataract into tiny cubes. the laser simultaneously makes precise  

incisions through the cornea where the surgeon then removes the 

cataract and replaces it with a clear plastic lens. the laser also gives the 

surgeon the option to correct astigmatism by changing the shape of 

the cornea. this and the use of special replacement lenses may reduce 

patient need for glasses after surgery.

in addition to the laser treatment, the cataract surgical suite has 

added a new piece of equipment that makes surgery safer and better 

than ever. called callisto®, the device stores pre-operative measure-

ments and transmits these files to the operating room. these measure-

ments are used to project a precise image onto the surgical microscope 

in the operating room so that the surgeon knows exactly where to 

place the artificial lens to achieve the best possible result. it also  

contains identifying information about a patient’s iris and alerts the 

surgeon if the patient’s eye does not match the data. 

this system can be used with either laser assisted or   

traditional cataract surgery.

the fDA  

approved laser 

cataract tech-

nology does 

come with a 

price tag.  

Medicare  

currently does 

not reimburse  

for the laser procedure. however, 

many opt to pay out-of-pocket  

for it because it offers great  

predictability. when used in  

combination with multi-focal or 

astigmatic correcting replacement 

lenses, the possibility exists for  

minimal spectacle correction for 

patients well into their 80s. 

To learn more about our 
new technology please visit 
www.cataract.urmc.edu. 

  Traditional cataract surgery: safe, effective, better than ever
Although laser cataract surgery represents the pinnacle of care and offers patients some distinct advantages, 

traditional cataract surgery will be here for years to come. traditional cataract surgery — called phacoemulsi-

fication — is fully covered by Medicare, Medicaid and private insurance. it reliably delivers excellent results.

    fei’s commitment to traditional cataract surgery is second to none. the callisto® system used in 

the laser cataract suite is also available to patients who undergo non-laser cataract surgery. it offers the 

same benefits of highly accurate lens placement and the safety of iris registration. 

   in addition to the callisto® device, fei recently added two centurion® phacoemulsification units to 

its operating rooms. these machines represent the latest advance in cataract surgery that is performed 

with bladed instruments and uses ultrasound technology to break up the cataract.

    centurion® gives fei surgeons even more control and improved efficiency during traditional  

cataract surgery. the new system automatically and continuously adapts to changing conditions in the eye 

delivering more consistent intraocular pressure and lowering energy introduced to the eye. Dramatic spikes 

or drops in intraocular pressure can result in more stress to the eye and may contribute to longer healing times 

and more post-operative discomfort.
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Patient Care: (585) 273-3937
lASIK: (585) 273-2020
Clinical Trials: (585) 276-8734
Research laboratories: (585) 273-2609 
www.EyeInstitute.urmc.edu

Retired teacher Robert Luce noticed that his vision 
was worsening. The subtle changes that were affecting the devoted  
amateur photographer’s hobby were also beginning to spill over into 
other parts of his life.

“My vision just wasn’t good with contact lenses anymore,”  
Luce said. “My ophthalmologist at Flaum tried adjusting them and  
I even went back to glasses, but it didn’t work. I especially avoided  
driving at night because of the glare.”

Like many middle-aged adults, Luce had developed cataracts.  
He had finally reached the point where the cataracts were beyond a  
nuisance and were making life difficult. Fortunately, cataracts are the 
most common form of treatable blindness.  

Hundreds of  
thousands undergo 
surgical removal of 
cataracts each year.  
In this procedure  
the eye’s cloudy  
natural lens is 
replaced with an  
artificial lens,  
restoring clear vision  
to the patient. 

FEI Addresses Diabetic Eye Screening Through eRecord 
The National Eye Institute reports that the incidence of eye disease will skyrocket as America 
struggles to treat an increasing population of diabetics. In addition, already overburdened  
primary care offices must now ensure that these patients are routinely screened by an eye doctor. 
As accountable care providers, this is one of the many ways in which primary care providers’ 
(PCPs) performance will be measured by insurers.

To help some PCPs better track their diabetic patients’ eye health, FEI recently revamped  
its process when these patients are referred. If a diabetic patient is sent for an eye exam, FEI  
technicians and doctors are now recording the date of the exam in the PCP dashboard of UR 
Medicine’s electronic record system. This easily viewed field immediately alerts UR medicine and 
affiliated doctors if their patients have been screened. Similar strategies are being developed for 
primary care physicians outside of UR Medicine’s e-record software.

In conjunction with this new process, FEI recently developed educational brochures  
addressing diabetic eye health. Targeted at the primary care level, the pamphlets educate patients 
about the relationship between diabetes and eye disease and the importance of receiving annual 
exams. It also encourages them to follow their primary care doctors’ instructions for managing 
their disease. The brochures are available at primary care offices throughout the region.

r o b E rt 
l u C E

Luce’s procedure was a little less ordinary, though. He is one of the 
first FEI patients — and one of the first in the region — to have laser 
assisted cataract surgery. Yousuf Khalifa, M.D., explained the option 
to him during a routine cataract evaluation.

“My doctor told me about this new laser technique and I decided 
to give it a try,” Luce continued. “We went with mono-vision.”

In Luce’s procedure, one eye was optimized for distance vision and 
the other was left under-corrected. This offered a good compromise, 
allowing him to drive a car while preserving enough near vision to 
see a computer screen without heavy dependence on glasses. In many 
cataract procedures, both eyes are corrected for distance vision, which 
nearly always results in patients needing glasses to see things within 
arms-length.

                       The Catalys® laser improves these types of procedures 
because it affords extra precision in placing the lens and 
creates a pristine pocket where it will sit. As with most 
laser cataract procedures, there was little inflammation 
or swelling. Luce enjoyed a short recovery and achieved 
excellent vision within days.

“It really is amazing how colors are so much more  
vivid and everything is so much brighter,” Luce said.  
“I really didn’t realize how much the cataracts were  
bothering me until they were removed. It really is an 
incredible procedure and I’ve had no trouble whatsoever, 
no pain, nothing, and I’m quite pleased.”
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EDUCATION UPDATE

Better by the Dozen
FEI’s residency program welcomed four new ophthalmologists-in-training this July. For 
the first time, there are a total twelve residents in the program. This achievement for the 
University of Rochester and FEI highlights the confidence of the Accreditation Council 
for Graduate Medical Education’s in the program. FEI has been allowed to expand due 
to increased patient volumes, above average surgical opportunities, and enhanced training 
facilities that includes the Kitaro® surgical simulation system.

Joining our second- and third-year residents is an outstanding first-year 
group including:

Abdualrahman Hamad, M.D.  n  Hamad received his undergraduate degree from the  
University of Florida, where he also completed a Masters in mechanical engineering. He received 
his medical training at Wayne State University in Detroit, and completed his transitional internal 
medicine internship at the University of Rochester.

lynn Hassman, M.D., PhD.  n  Hassman received her undergraduate degree from Evangel  
University in Springfield, Missouri, and she received her medical degree and doctorate in  
microbiology from the University of Virgina. She completed her internal medicine internship   
at Case Western Metro Health Hospital.

Tyler Ofstad, M.D., PhD.  n  Ofstad holds a bachelor’s degree from Stanford University.  
He attended medical school at the University of California, San Diego, where he also received  
his doctorate in neurosciences. He comes to FEI via Providence Sacred Heart, where he  
completed his internal medicine internship.

Christopher Tanzie, M.D., PhD.  n  Tanzie is a graduate of Brigham Young University who 
went on to complete his medical degree at University of Kansas. He also received a doctorate in 
Anatomy and Cell Biology from Kansas University’s Stowers Institute for Medical Research and 
completed his internal medicine rotation at Texas A&M.

Ophthalmologists, physicians from other medical  
specialties, optometrists and allied health professionals 
are invited to attend. There are no fees to attend — 
except for the annual conference — and each Saturday 
lecture carries 4.0 hours of ACGME Category I credit. 
These CME credits may be applicable toward other 
professional certifications to maintain licensure in  
New York State or anywhere in the U.S.A. Please  
check with your corresponding accreditation council  
to determine how many credits transfer.

Grand Rounds begin at 8 a.m. in the FEI clinic area 
located on the third floor. Free event parking in the  
Eye Institute lot at 210 Crittenden Blvd. is available.

2014 Flaum Eye Institute’s Visiting Professor Series
o C t.  2 5

Norah Lincoff, M.D.
NEuro-ophThalmology

Professor of Neurology,
University of Buffalo School of  
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences

n o v.  1 5  

Bita Esmaeli, M.D., F.A.C.S.
oculofacial  plasT ics /orBiT

Professor of Ophthalmology,
University of Texas,
MD Anderson Cancer Center 

d e C .  2 0  

Agnes Wong, M.D., Ph.D. 
pEDiaTrics

Chief, Dept. of Ophthalmology  
and Visual Sciences,
The Hospital for Sick Children and  
the University of Toronto

60th  
Rochester Ophthalmology  

Conference
m a r C H  2 0  –  2 1   
Please join us for our two-day annual meeting 
and get the latest updates from across  
the subspecialties.

      SAVE THE DATE

Snell Memorial Lecture
Timothy Stout, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A.
rET iNa/viTrEous

Chair of Ophthalmology
Baylor College of Medicine,
Cullen Eye Institute

Billitier Family Distinguished 
Visiting Professor 
Todd Margolis, M.D., Ph.D.
corNEa/uvEiT is

Chair of Ophthalmology
Washington University St. Louis

Also joining FEI is new cornea fellow Frank 

lee, D.O. He comes to FEI from Touro  
University Nevada College of Osteopathic 
Medicine where he completed his medical  
degree and residency in ophthalmology. 
Besides learning corneal disease manage-
ment and refractive surgery from FEI’s world 
renowned faculty, he will also assist in the 
training of the residents.

We wish them great success as they  
embark on their careers in  
ophthalmology.

In related news, Benjamin Hammond, M.D.,  
became director of FEI’s residency program. 
As a former FEI resident he brings great  
perspective and looks forward to further 
enhancing resident training and providing  
opportunities for growth. Matthew  
Gearinger, M.D., continues to support  
the residency as the Associate Director of  
the program. 



a r v o  upDatE n  A large contingent of Flaum Eye Institute 
faculty, collaborators, residents and fellows presented at the Association  
for Research in Vision (ARVO) conference held in Orlando.  

thousands of vision researchers from academia and industry from across the world come to  

this meeting to learn about the latest advances in diagnosing and treating vision threatening 

disorders and diseases. During this year’s meeting, 37 posters and papers were presented by the 

University of rochester. of special interest to many attendees was some of fei and the center  

for visual science’s groundbreaking work in high-resolution imaging using adaptive optics.  

highlighted presentations from the meeting included:

n  Jinxin huang, ph.D. and fellow collaborators including James aquavella, m.D., presented: 

Investigation of Tear Film Dynamics — Towards Understanding its Clinical Relevance. for this 

project, the team developed an advanced nanometer-class imager that simultaneously estimates 

the thickness dynamics and the volume of several components of the tear film layer. Using 

sophisticated mathematical modeling, the system is able to analyze the tear film with a thickness 

of as little as 20 nanometers, with one nanometer precision — a human hair is approximately 

100,000 nanometers thick. the team proposes to use this device to image the human tear film 

in vivo and quantify associated optical aberrations induced by the tear film dynamic-thickness  

in-between blinks and investigate their impact on visual performance. Understanding this  

relationship could be used to improve vision for persons suffering from dry eye.

n  the center for visual science’s Jesse schallek, ph.D. collaborated with keith parkins and 

David williams ph.D. to present: In Vivo Retinal Blood Flow Cytometry and Velocimetry. Blood 

flow cytometry traditionally requires a blood draw followed by a time consuming process that 

requires skilled human guidance. the team demonstrated a proof-of-concept in vivo flow  

cytometer that uses an adaptive optics scanning light ophthalmoscope (Aoslo) to, within 

seconds, image, classify, count, and report the velocity of thousands of blood cells in the living 

retina. their approach enables an absolute measure of blood velocity and variations correspond-

ing to the cardiac diastolic and systolic cycle and provides the first steps toward reducing the 

need for ex vivo blood analysis by using a non-invasive strategy.

n  fei resident amit sangave, m.D., along with fei’s vanessa Desmore, lisa latchney,  

william Fischer, m.s. and rajeev ramchandran, m.D., m.b.a., presented: Pupil Size and 

Quality of Retinal Photos in Tele-I-Care: A Diabetic Retinopathy Surveillance Project. remote 

imaging is becoming an increasingly popular way to screen diabetics for associated disease 

where there is little access to ophthalmic care. the group evaluated retinal photographs, taken 

by a non-mydriatic fundus camera, from more than 150 study subjects. it compared the quality 

of the images recorded to each patient’s pupil size and discovered that there was a moderately 

correlated relationship between a patient’s pupil-to-iris ratio and the quality of the resulting 

photographs. they concluded that pupil size is an important parameter for ensuring high quality 

fundus imaging in diabetic retinopathy surveillance programs and that current screening  

methods favor people with larger pupils. small pupils may warrant further, more involved  

examination and may render non-mydriatic fundus photography less useful.

Resident travel to the conference was generously funded by a grant from Rochester Area  

Foundation’s (RAF) Snell Fund which seeks to support the education of ophthalmology  

residents at the University of Rochester.

n  linda wilbur, C.o.E., recently joined fei as practice administrator for the faculty group 

located at the University of rochester Medical center. she will oversee the clinical administrative 

staff to foster an optimal patient experience. Among her responsibilities will be the call center, 

the faculty practice administrative staff, medical records and check-in and check-out. wilber is  

a graduate of rochester institute of technology and is an American society of ophthalmic 

Administrators certified ophthalmic executive.

n  sarah mariotti also joined the administrative team. she will lead fei in its training and staff 

development efforts. Mariotti comes to fei from the University of rochester Medical center’s 

human resource Department where she was involved in the development of hr programs and 

initiatives including staff recognition programs. she brings more than ten years of administrative 

experience to fei.

PUBlICATIONS:  
Sharing Discoveries

fei faculty and residents share their findings 

with colleagues across ophthalmology and 

vision science. scholarly publication is at  

the heart of making new discoveries and  

education. A recent sampling of fei  

publications include:

Development of Retinal Amacrine Cells 
and Their Dendritic Stratification. 
Balasubramanian R, Gan L. 
Current Ophthalmology Reports;  
September 2014

Fluorescence adaptive optics scanning 
laser ophthalmoscope for detection of 
reduced cones and hypoautofluorescent 
spots in fundus albipunctatus.
Song H, Latchney L, Williams D, Chung M.
JAMA Ophthalmology; September 2014 

DLK-dependent signaling is important 
for somal but not axonal degeneration 
of retinal ganglion cells following axonal 
injury.
Fernandes KA, Harder JM, John SW,  
Shrager P, Libby RT.
Neurobiology of Disease; September 2014

Beyond blindsight: properties of visual 
relearning in cortically blind fields.
Das A, Tadin D, Huxlin KR.
Journal of Neuroscience; August 2014

Inhibitory effects of PPARγ ligands on 
TGF-β1-induced corneal myofibroblast 
transformation.
Jeon KI, Kulkarni A, Woeller CF, Phipps RP, 
Sime PJ, Hindman HB, Huxlin KR.
American Journal of Pathology; May 2014

Noninvasive two-photon microscopy 
imaging of mouse retina and retinal  
pigment epithelium through the pupil  
of the eye.
Palczewska G, Dong Z, Golczak M, Hunter 
JJ, Williams DR, Alexander NS, Palczewski K.
Nature Medicine; July 2014

The immunopathology of giant cell  
arteritis: diagnostic and therapeutic 
implications.
Liegel K, Feldon S, Williams Z.
Journal of Neuro-ophthalmology;  
March 2014
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n e W s  B y T E S

Faculty & Staff Updates
n  holly hindman, m.D., was recently promoted to Associate  

Professor of ophthalmology. A member of fei cornea service, she has 

distinguished herself through research and patient care. she has  

established a specialized patient care service with James aquavella, 

m.D., that will focus on dry eye and ocular surface disorders.

n  Christine hammond, ph.D., joined fei’s Phipps/feldon laboratory 

as research Assistant Professor of ophthalmology studying inflammatory 

disease response, especially in the area of thyroid eye disease. hammond 

studied environmental science at Allegheny college then obtained her 

M.s. and Ph.D. in toxicology from the University of rochester school of 

Medicine & Dentistry.

n  fei neuro-ophthalmologist Zoë williams, m.D., was elected by the 

American Academy of ophthalmology’s Board of trustees to serve  

as a committee member on the Basic and clinical science course  

(Bcsc) section 5 neuro-ophthalmology committee. the committee is 

responsible for ensuring that resident education standards reflect the 

most current, evidenced-based medicine.

n  strong Memorial hospital has announced that Carole williams, r.n.,  

has reached the level 3 nursing designation. level 3 nurses are account-

able for expert care to patients with complex needs. As a level 3 nurse 

williams has gained increased responsibilities that may include staff  

orientation, patient care coordination, and formal and informal educa-

tional activities that support evidenced based care and outcomes.

n  fei professor and center for visual science Director David williams,  

ph.D., was named a member of the national Academy of sciences in 

recognition of his distinguished and continuing achievements in  

original research. the honor is one of the highest given to a scientist in 

the United states. williams was one of 84 scientists selected for 2014. 

he has pioneered new technologies that are improving the eyesight  

of people around the globe, from the legally blind to those with  

20/20 vision. 

n  Part of fei’s learning organization initiative provides training to its 

employees. it enhances their careers and helps fei perform at top levels. 

recently a group of clinical technical staff completed certification  

programs administered by the Joint commission on Allied health  

Personnel in ophthalmology (JcAhPo). congratulations to all who 

received the following designations: 

ophthalmic Coding specialist 

(o.c.s.) 

wendy boprey-bond

optical Coherence tomography 

(o.c.t.) 

terence schaefer

 Certified ophthalmic assistant®  

(c.o.A.) 

pat byer  

marie Francis  

theresa keyser  

brittany richardson  

liz rogers  

Cheryl ruff  
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Grants Recognize Focus on Population-Based Care
FEI retina specialist Rajeev Ramchandran,  
M.D., M.B.A. is a leading advocate for 
vision health, especially when it comes to 
diabetic related eye disease. Ramchandran 
heads FEI’s Tele-I-CARE initiative, which 
uses telemedicine to screen people at risk 
for losing vision from diabetes. In a pilot 
project funded by the Greater Rochester 
Area Health Foundation (and in  
cooperation with Rochester General  

Hospital, and Rochester Institute of Technology) Tele-I-CARE  
placed special cameras into primary care offices in disadvantaged 
neighborhoods. These cameras transmit pictures of diabetic patients’ 
eyes to retina specialists at FEI who advise the primary care offices 
how to treat patients.

Ramchandran’s work recently gained notice and additional 
funding from two sources. The NIH’s National Institute for Aging 
awarded him more than $230,000 to study the feasibility of using  
telemedicine for early detection of eye disease among seniors. It is 
generally accepted that only 60% of the insured Medicare population 
with diabetes have annual eye exams. Tele-I-CARE for Seniors:  
A Tele-ophthalmology Vision Health Surveillance Service proposes to 
bring remote vision screening services to independent and assisted 
senior living facilities. The goal is to detect and prevent costly vision 
loss to this vulnerable population by providing timely interventions 
and customized education. For this project, Dr. Ramchandran is  
collaborating with Dr. Silvia Sörensen, a gerontologist researcher, 
who has recently joined the Flaum Eye Institute. 

In another partnership with community primary care providers 
and Dr. Sörensen, Ramchandran received a $50,000 University of 
Rochester Scientific Advisory Council grant that extends his work in 
diabetic eye screening. To better educate at risk diabetics about the 
potential for vision loss, the innovative approach proposes to show 
patients photographic evidence of their disease-related eye damage.  
Ramchandran hopes that these photographs, in combination with 
education, may serve to motivate diabetics to begin making changes 
that will protect their eyes and improve their overall health.    

Grant Funds Futuristic Laser Vision Correction
FEI Research Director Krystel Huxlin, 
Ph.D., and a team including the University  
of Rochester’s Wayne Knox, Ph.D. 
(Optics), and Jonathan Ellis, Ph.D. 
(Mechanical Engineering), have been 
working on their patented technology 
that changes how physicians perform 
laser refractive surgery (commonly called 
LASIK). They received a 2-year $250,000 
University of Rochester Scientific Advisory 

Council award to further develop this technology.  Called Intra-tissue 
refractive Index Shaping (IRIS), the process uses a femtosecond laser 
to change the refractive index of either corneal tissue or artificial 
lenses, thereby changing their focusing power. Unlike LASIK, the 
process does not remove any tissue and does not require flap cutting.

The research goal funded by the grant is to develop a clinically 
applicable version of the technology, determine the longevity of the 
changes to the cornea, and document the safety of the process. Success in 
the endeavor will allow the group to form new collaborations leading to 
commercialization of the invention.



before Kay’s death. We had been fortunate to be 
involved in some of the most exciting clinical  
research related to corneal disease. We knew 
that we wanted to make a contribution to the 
University — especially to ophthalmology —  
that would be enduring; endowing two profes-
sorships was the ideal way to accomplish this.

Could you describe the professorships?
The James Aquavella Research Professorship 
recognizes a scientist or clinician scientist who 
is focused on translating basic scientific discov-
eries into useful medicine. The professorship 
will be awarded at the discretion of the Chair 
and may be used to retain or recruit a scientist 
or clinician scientist from disciplines related to 
areas of strategic emphasis at FEI.

The Catherine Aquavella Distinguished 
Professorship will be reserved for a clinician 
scientist involved in corneal research: a role 
that I have played here for years. It will attract 
the brightest minds who are interested in 
developing new therapies that address corneal 
disease. It is something that I wanted to do 
to honor my wife’s name which had become 
synonymous with patient care and advancing 
the practice of ophthalmology. 

How did you decide on professorships?
First, endowed professorships are incredible 
tools to recruit and retain the brightest minds. 
For FEI to succeed in the long term, it needs 
researchers at the top of their fields who are 
opinion leaders, like some of our current  
faculty. Not only can they compete at the 
highest levels for government and private 
research funding, they also provide strategic 
direction and serve to mentor junior faculty, 
research fellows and students. A named  
professorship is a source of pride and prestige 
to the people who have them. 

Income derived from the endowment 
helps defray some of the costs associated with 
the professor so that they can better focus 
on long term solutions to preventing and 
curing eye disease. Part of the income from 
the endowment is also reinvested. This can 
be used to either keep pace with inflation or 
expand the scope of the organization. In short, 
endowed professorships have many benefits.

On a personal note, I think endowed  
professorships are the best way to memorialize 
someone. Unlike naming a building or  
laboratory, which are soon forgotten, a  

professorship lasts in  
perpetuity. Every award,  
correspondence, paper  
published or presentation 
by the holder of the  
professorship serves to 
honor the person for 
whom it is named. I can’t 
think of a better way to 
remember Kay and for 
what she means to  
ophthalmology and me.

Why did you focus on research  
professorships?
Research, especially clinical and translational 
research, has been a passion of mine through-
out my career. I have been very fortunate to be 
involved in some incredible projects, taking 
ideas and turning them to useful therapies. 
Artificial corneal transplants, for instance, 
is one. Kay and I gained inspiration from 
restoring sight to infants and children who 
might not otherwise see if we hadn’t taken 
this technology from the laboratory into the 
operating room.

I believe that FEI already has an edge on 
these types of endeavors. Many other institu-
tions are currently tied to federal dollars. FEI 
and the University of Rochester are more 
comfortable than some of our peer institutions  
at working with industry or creating unique 
growth opportunities. We do this by turning  
intellectual capital into funding streams 
through innovative ventures. It is my hope that 
both these professorships will serve to fuel the 
next generation of innovators who will carry 
FEI forward after I can no longer serve.

Aquavella was recently installed as the first 
Catherine Aquavella Distinguished Professor 
of Ophthalmology at the University’s annual 
convocation. During his tenure, the  
professorship will not fund him but will  
continue building endowment until the next  
professor is selected. The James Aquavella 
Professorship is currently unoccupied and  
will be used at the discretion of the chair to  
recognize a current faculty member or  
to recruit a deserving scientist or  
clinician scientist.

c o n t i n U e D  f r o M  PA G e  1

A history of trAnslAtionAl reseArch: For more than 40 years, James Aquavella, M.D., has worked to 

bring new therapies from the conceptual stage to patient care. From introducing american patients to some 

of the first soft contact lenses to clinical and business innovations, he has always been at the technology  

forefront. he is currently pioneering new therapies for dry eye disease and heads a unique laboratory that 

works with government and industry to conduct clinical research in this discipline.

AqUAVEllA’S 

CURRENT  

RESEARCH  

INVOlVES 

STUDyING  

TEAR FIlM AS 

 IT RElATES TO 

DRy EyE.

l
1968 
Collaborated 
in the use of 
K-Pro artifi-
cial cornea 
in adult 
patients

l
1970 
Participated 
in introduc-
tion of the 
hydrophilic 
bandage 
contact lens 
for cornea 
disease

l
1972 
Involved in 
introduction 
soft contact 
lenses for 
myopia

l
1976 
Involved 
in use of 
specular 
microscopy 
for examin-
ing endothe-
lial cells for 
eye banking

l
1980   
Early 
involve-
ment in the 
concept of 
ambulatory 
surgery 
centers

l
1982 
Published 
the results 
of the first 
cornea 
transplants 
performed  
in an ambu-
latory center

l
1985 
Investigator 
in cryo-
preservation 
of corneal 
tissue for 
transplant

l
1987  
Pioneered 
use of  
collagen 
shield in  
corneal 
wound  
healing

l
1988  
Clinical 
researcher 
for use of 
excimer 
laser for  
corneal 
disease  
and vision 
correction

l
1993  
Evaluated 
the precision 
and predict-
ability of  
the use of 
picosecond 
laser in 
cornea and 
anterior 
segment 
surgery

l
2003  
Performed 
the first  
artificial 
cornea 
transplant  
in an infant

l
current 
Dynamic 
measure-
ment of 
the human 
tear film for 
studying the 
causes and 
treatments 
for dry eye

Aquavella’s involvement in clinical research and the introduction of new concepts  
in ophthalmic care spans more than four decades.
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Patient-Family Centered Care Group 
Spotlights Pediatrics
fei’s Patient-family centered care (Pfcc) committee recently focused its 

attention on the pediatric wing of the main faculty practice clinic. Patients 

who visit fei pediatric ophthalmologists matthew gearinger, m.D., and 

benjamin hammond, m.D., are greeted by new artwork in the waiting 

area. in addition, a library of popular children’s movie titles on DvD has 

been added for use in the exam rooms to help families pass the time while 

a child’s eyes dilate. 

the artwork was donated by children’s book illustrator, Jana Christy of 

north Adams, Mass. christy, a rochester native, was happy to contribute the 

signed prints. the movies are thanks to the efforts of fei’s peter mcDowell. he contacted  

Kid flicks, which generously donated 100 DvDs. Kid flicks collects gently used movies from 

across the United states and donates them to hospitals and medical centers. the titles were  

augmented thanks to some fei employees who added DvDs that their families had outgrown. 

we are always happy to accept good condition movies as well children’s books for our  

young patients.

Pfcc was formed to improve patient experience. if you have any suggestions on how  

to make your visits better, don’t hesitate to make a note on one of our comment cards or  

patient surveys — we’re listening!

Vision Research Alliance Selects FEI Director to Serve
the national alliance for Eye and vision research | alliance for Eye and vision 

research (nEavr/aEvr), in April, asked steven Feldon, m.D., m.b.a, to join its board of 

directors. neAvr is a non-profit advocacy formed in 1997 and comprised of a coalition of 55  

professional, consumer, and industry organizations involved in eye and vision research. nAevr’s 

goal is to achieve the best eye and vision care for all Americans through advocacy and public 

education for eye and vision research sponsored by the national institutes of health (nih)  

and its national eye institute (nei), Department of Defense (DoD), and Department of veterans 

Affairs (vA). feldon joins on neAvr’s board chairs of ophthalmology from harvard, Johns  

hopkins and UclA. 

F A C U lT y  P R A C T I C E
 comprehensive Eye care
  shobha Boghani, M.D.
  christian Klein, M.D.
  sarah Klein, o.D.
  rebecca nally, o.D.
  harold ross, M.D.
  chester scerra, o.D.
  Jill schafer, o.D. 
  tara vaz, o.D.

 contact lens services
  sarah Klein, o.D. 
  rebecca nally, o.D.  
  Jill schafer, o.D.
  tara vaz, o.D.

 cornea and External Disease 
  James Aquavella, M.D. 
  holly hindman, M.D.
  ronald Plotnik, M.D., M.B.A.
  David shiple, M.D.

 glaucoma/anterior segment
  shakeel shareef, M.D. 
  regina smolyak, M.D.

 Neuro-ophthalmology and orbit
  steven feldon, M.D., M.B.A. 
  Zoë williams, M.D.

 oculofacial plastics
  steven feldon, M.D., M.B.A.
  Mithra Gonzalez, M.D. 

 pediatric ophthalmology
   Matthew Gearinger, M.D.
  Benjamin hammond, M.D.

 refractive surgery
  Kenneth Dickerson, o.D. 
  holly hindman, M.D. 
  scott Macrae, M.D. 
  David shiple, M.D.

 retina and vitreous
  Mina chung, M.D.
  David Diloreto, M.D., Ph.D.
  David Kleinman, M.D., M.B.A.
  rajeev ramchandran, M.D., M.B.A.

 veterans services
  shobha Boghani, M.D.
  shakeel shareef, M.D.

R E S E A R C H  F A C U lT y 
  william fischer, M.s. 
  lin Gan, Ph.D. 
  Jennifer hunter, Ph.D.
  Krystel huxlin, Ph.D.
  Amy Kiernan, Ph.D.
  richard libby, Ph.D.
  william Merigan, Ph.D.
  Gary Paige, M.D., Ph.D.
  richard Phipps, Ph.D.
  ruchira singh, Ph.D.
  silvia sörensen, Ph.D.
  Duje tadin, Ph.D.
  David williams, Ph.D.
  Gabrielle yeaney, M.D.
  Geunyoung yoon, Ph.D.
  Jim Zavislan, Ph.D.

n e W s  B y T E S c o n t i n U e D  f r o M  PA G e  1 1

Patient Care: (585) 273-3937 (eyes)   

lASIK: (585) 273-2020  

Clinical Trials: (585) 276-8734 

Research laboratories: (585) 273-2609 

www.EyeInstitute.urmc.edu


