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August 2008 Lab Services Outreach
“News You Can Use” Bulletin
· “What should patients know about glucose tolerance testing?”
· 1 hour GTT does not require an appointment, while 2, 3, & 5 hour does. Each patient service center (PSC) has processes in place to accept appointments.  Patients presenting without an appointment risk having to come back another time, although we will make every effort to accommodate patients if possible.  Phone numbers for each PSC are available at URMC-Labs.com, on the back of requisitions, or Client Services staff (585-350-2600, option 3) may transfer a patient to a specific location.    
· When glucola is dispensed by a PSC, URMC Labs policy is that the patient must remain there until the blood draw is complete, due to the possibility of a reaction.  
· Lactose tolerance testing also requires an appointment.

· Malaria Antigen Test is an immunochromatographic membrane assay for the detection of Plasmodium antigens in whole blood.  Using monoclonal antibodies, the test will detect HRP-2 unique to Plasmodium falciparum and Aldolase (a conserved enzyme) found in all human malarial species. 
· Specimen Collection

· Collect 5 ml blood in a lavender top tube (containing EDTA). For infants, collect blood in an EDTA microtainer tube.  
· Special Instructions

· Collect blood for testing at any time during workup for malaria (i.e. timing of specimen collection is not limited to fever spikes or chills).  It is to be performed as an adjunct to malaria smear.  Order by writing “malaria antigen”
· Performance Characteristics

· Compared to blood smear microscopy, the reported sensitivity of the test for P. falciparum was >99% at levels of ≥ 1,000 parasites/microliter (~0.001% parasitemia). The reported specificity of the test for P. falciparum was 94%. A single negative test does not rule out malaria. 
· Test Frequency

· Offered seven days per week on all shifts with a turn-around-time of ≤ 4 hrs.
How to contact us:

E-mail: LabServicesOutreach@URMC.Rochester.edu 

OR
Client Services Call Center: (585) 350-2600, option 3    
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