[image: image1.png]SERVICES

University of Rochester Medical Center | Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine | www.URMC-Labs.com




TO:

Clients of URMC Labs 
FROM:  
Tai Kwong, Ph.D.

Director, Regional Toxicology Laboratory

SUBJECT:
Changes in Tacrolimus & Sirolimus Testing
DATE:

November 10, 2008
The Regional Toxicology Laboratory is pleased to announce that, as of Monday, October 13, 2008, the Laboratory began measuring tacrolimus and sirolimus levels by two new tandem mass spectrometers.  The new assays on these advanced instruments provide improved accuracy and reliability.  Furthermore, you will notice an improvement in turnaround time.

The old and new tacrolimus assays give comparable results.  The new sirolimus assay results, however, will be on an average 25% higher.  During validation of the new assay, we noticed a few patient results by the old assay were up to three times lower than the values obtained by both our new assay and our reference laboratory. The old assay had excellent performance according to standard laboratory quality control protocols and an external proficiency survey. We do not have an explanation for these few discrepant results, but are confident of the accuracy of our new assay because it has been checked against our reference laboratory.
Thank you for the opportunity to be your lab services provider.  If you have any questions, please contact:
Tai Kwong, Ph.D.

Director, Regional Toxicology Laboratory
Phone: (585) 275-5654

E-Mail: Tai_Kwong@URMC.Rochester.edu
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