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TO:
  
Rochester Area Providers
FROM:

Dr. Charles W. Francis, M.D.


Dr. James P. Corsetti, M.D., Ph.D.

Director, Hemostasis and Thrombosis Unit
Associate Director, Automated Laboratory

(585) 275-3761



(585) 275-4907

Charles_Francis@urmc.rochester.edu
James_Corsetti@urmc.rochester.edu
SUBJECT:      Coagulation Specimen Transport Requirements
DATE:  
March 24, 2008
Samples for PT testing are stable for 24 hours at room temperature.  Low temperatures will invalidate PT results (due to cold activation of Factor VII).  Specimens for APTT and other Coagulation assays (see list) need to be tested within four hours from time of specimen collection whether stored at room temperature or on ice. Since the stability of all the other Coagulation assays is not extended by placing them on ice and it invalidates the PT testing, ALL coagulation testing samples should be sent to the laboratory without being placed on ice. 

· If your office performs phlebotomy for the tests listed below, please call Client Services at 350-2600 option 3 for a stat courier pick-up. 

· For coagulation samples collected at our Rochester area lab service locations, the phlebotomy staff at URMC Labs will insure that proper handling steps will be taken through the use of our stat courier service and/or appropriate specimen processing protocols.
Coagulation Assays that need to be tested within 4 hours of Specimen Collection
	APTT

	Fibrinogen

	APTT correction study
	Fibrin Split Products

	Activated Protein C Resistance
	Heparin Assay (Anti Xa for Low Molecular Weight Heparin)

	Antithrombin III
	Lupus Anticoagulant

	Closure Time

	Protein C

	D-dimer
	Protein S

	Euglobulin Clot Lysis


	Ristocetin Cofactor

	Factor Assays (II, V, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII & XIII)
	Thrombin Time

	Factor VIII Inhibitor Quantification
	Unfractionated Heparin Assay
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Thank you for choosing URMC Labs at Strong as your Lab Services provider
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