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February 2009 Lab Services Outreach

“News You Can Use” Bulletin
· Rapid Strep Testing - Reminder:  Even if the antigen test is negative, a culture for Group A Strep is automatically performed with URMC Labs.  A submission of two throat swabs in the appropriate transport medium is recommended.  

· Medicare Part “A” LCD Policy Drafts Open for Comment: When they are available, National Government Services (www.NGSMedicare.com) posts draft versions of Local Coverage Determinations (LCDs) on its website in order to solicit feedback before they become finalized.  Links to these drafts, as well as current listings for both LCDs & National Coverage Determinations (NCDs), are also available at URMC-Labs.com under a Medicare Coverage Policies page.  Upon visiting URMC-Labs.com, click the Clinical Lab Services tab, “How Do I?” header, and select “Find Medicare Coverage Policies for Specific Laboratory Tests”.  The following drafts are open for comment until February 21, 2009:
· Beta2 – Microglobulin
· Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Testing
· Ionized Calcium

· Qualitative Drug Screen

· Vitamin D Assay Testing
· New Test Announcement - KRAS Mutations in Colorectal Cancer: The Molecular Diagnostics Laboratory is now approved by the NYSDOH to offer a test to detect mutations In codons 12 & 13 of the KRAS gene in cancer of the colon and rectum

· Many cancers are dependent on signaling through the epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR), which triggers a necessary pathway  

· Not all patients with a CRC lacking a KRAS mutation in codons 12 & 13 respond to anti-EGFR therapy because other mutations may still cause resistance, but (ideally) identifying an absence is still useful because it limits the number of possible overall mutations
· The purpose of this new test is to aid in the selection of patients who will be offered anti-EGFR therapy; the goal is to help avoid the expense and possible toxicity through therapy exposure for patients who will not benefit from it.  
· This test is done on formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded tissue blocks from primary or metastatic CRCs, with sufficient malignancy ascertained by a surgical pathologist  

· Results of the KRAS mutation test will be reported as mutation presence or absence in codons 12 & 13, with an approximate turnaround time of 2 weeks

· For more information, please contact:

Paul Rothberg, MD



Director, Molecular Diagnostics Laboratory



E-Mail: Paul_Rothberg@URMC.Rochester.edu


Phone: (585) 273-2229
How to contact us: E-Mail: LabServicesOutreach@URMC.Rochester.edu OR Client Services Call Center: (585) 350-2600, option 3
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