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TO:
Inpatient, ED, and Ambulatory Clients of Strong Memorial Hospital Clinical Laboratories        
FROM:

Laura Paul, Chief Supervisor Clinical Microbiology Laboratory


  
Phone:  (585) 275-1340            

Laura_Paul@urmc.rochester.edu
SUBJECT:      Chlamydia and GC amplification collection swab modification       
DATE:  

January 21, 2008
Two changes have been made to the Laboratory’s collection swabs for Chlamydia and GC amplification:

1) Collection devices are now available through Owens and Minor (Stores).  

Female swabs:  
Part number 220142   
(ESI # 72007)

       
Male swabs:      
Part number 220143  
(ESI # 72008)

      
Urine transport: 

Part number 440928  
(ESI # 72009)

2) New collection items have liquid preservative.  After collection, swabs are inserted into liquid transport and submitted to the Microbiology Laboratory. Urine samples are transferred to transport tubes. Once collected, swab samples are good for up to 4 days at room temperature or under refrigeration. Urine samples are good for up to 30 days at room temperature or under refrigeration.
Please continue to use older style (non-expired) BD Probetec( swabs for specimen submission until the stock in your area is depleted.
Collection review

Female Endocervical Swab: 

1. Remove excess mucus with large cleaning swab and discard this swab
2. Insert the smaller Endocervical Swab into the cervical canal and rotate for 15-30 seconds
3. Place swab in transport tube, break shaft at score line, screw cap firmly onto tube

4. Label transport tube with patient name, secondary identifier and date/time collected
5. Place into a zip-locked biohazard transport bag
Male Urethral Swab:

1. Insert the Male Urethral Swab 2-4 cm into the urethra
2. Rotate for 3-5 seconds
3. Place swab in tube, break shaft at score line, screw cap firmly onto tube
4. Label transport tube with patient name, secondary identifier and date/time collected
5. Place into a zip-locked biohazard transport bag
Urine Collection (Adolescent Screen):
Cervical or urethral swab specimens are the recommended specimens for amplification tests; urine is recommended only when a patient is not being physically examined.

1. Patient should not urinate for at least one hour prior to collection.  
2. Patient should collect the first 15-60 mL of voided urine into a sterile preservative-free collection cup.  Secure lid on collection cup
3. Provider, wearing clean gloves, should tap the transport tube on a firm surface (to dislodge any drops from inside cap)
4. Unscrew the collection cup lid and use the transfer pipette to aspirate urine into transport tube
FILL BETWEEN THE BLACK COLLECTION LINES ON THE TRANSPORT TUBE
5. Discard the pipette, securely tighten the cap on the transport tube and invert to mix

6. Label tube with patient name, secondary identifier and date/time collected.
7. Place into a zip-locked biohazard transport bag
NOTE:  Culture is the recommended test for laboratory diagnosis of Gonorrhea.  Compared to amplification tests, culture for Neisseria gonorrhoeae is as sensitive and more specific (less prone to false-positive results), less expensive and provides an organism for susceptibility testing in the era of drug-resistant organisms.  

Attachments:
Labeling Requirements for Specimens and Requisitions in Accordance with National Patient Safety Goals
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Labeling Requirements for Specimens and Requisitions 
in Accordance with National Patient Safety Goals
	SPECIMEN CONTAINER REQUIREMENTS

	
	REQUISITION REQUIREMENTS

	· Patient’s full first, last name and unique identifier  (MR#, SS#, Account #, DOB)

Matches requisition

	
	· Patient’s full first, last name and unique identifier (MR#, SS#, Account #, DOB)

Matches specimen

	· The date and time of collection and collector’s initials must be on the specimen container or the requisition. In the absence of a requisition (electronic orders) information must be noted on the specimen container

· Inappropriately labeled samples will be discarded and a recollection necessary.
Re-labeling of specimens will not be allowed

· Specimen source and laterality for all non-blood and tissue samples

	
	· The date and time of collection and collector’s initials must be on the
specimen container or the requisition.  In
      the absence of a requisition (electronic

            orders) information must be noted on the          
            specimen container

· Specimen source and laterality for all

 non-blood and tissue samples

· Ordering Location
· Tests or procedure requested using full test name or procedure name


	
	
	· Patient history and pertinent clinical information for Anatomic Pathology/Cytology specimens and for other specimen types when necessary for interpretation of results


· Symptoms/diagnosis code (ICD-9) for medical necessity (Outpatients)

· Complete Name (legible) of ordering provider signature required for Outpatients


Thank you for choosing URMC Labs at Strong as your Lab Services provider
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