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Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine
TO:

All Clients of URMC Labs at Strong

FROM:  
Strong Memorial Hospital Regional Toxicology Laboratory
Subject:
Lead Testing is now performed in-house 

DATE:
November 26, 2007

On Monday November 26, 2007, the SMH Regional Toxicology Laboratory will be performing Blood Lead analysis that is currently being sent to a reference laboratory.  The new test performed in the Regional Toxicology lab uses a Graphite Furnace Atomic Absorption methodology and is in full compliance with all New York State Department of Health regulations on Blood Lead analysis and reporting.
Collection requirements will be changing slightly to ensure quality results.  A tan top tube (EDTA) will be added as the preferred tube for venous collections.  This tube is certified as being lead-free.* Lavender top tubes will still be accepted but the results will be accompanied by a comment, as it is now, that a non-certified lead free tube was used.  Capillary draws will still be done in a lavender top microtainer tube. 
There will be no changes in the reference ranges. 

Testing will be done three times a week on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday with a run cut-off time of 9:00 am. 

If you have any questions, please contact:
Tai Kwong, Ph.D.

Director, Regional Toxicology Laboratory
(585) 275-5654

Tai_Kwong@URMC.Rochester.edu
* Call Client Services at (585) 350-2600 option 3 to order tan top lead free tubes if needed[image: image2.png]



Thank you for choosing URMC Labs at Strong as your Lab Services provider

