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TO:
  
Outpatient Pediatric Clients of URMC Labs at Strong
FROM:

Dwight J. Hardy, Ph.D.

Director, Clinical Microbiology Laboratories

Professor of Microbiology and Immunology,

Pathology and Laboratory Medicine

SUBJECT:      Nasopharyngeal collection swabs for Virus Cultures
DATE:  
January 28, 2008
Dear Pediatric Provider:

We are pleased to offer a new transport swab for the collection of nasopharyngeal specimens called a “flocked swab”.  These swabs offer distinct advantages for the patient and the sample collector.

The new swabs consist of nylon fibers which help to dislodge, collect and transfer specimens.  Unlike traditional Rayon swabs, these swabs have no internal bound fiber.  This feature allows specimens to stay closer to the surface for complete release once the swab is placed in Viral Transport. Increased collection capability combined with superior release translates to better collection of material and increased sensitivity for subsequent viral studies.

An advantage for the collector is that the plastic shafts of the swab are pre-scored for safe and easy break-off into Viral Transport.

Flocked swabs are now available.  Use the URMC Client Services supply form located on the URMC clinical laboratories website at www.urmc-labs.com under the Clinical Laboratory Services section or by calling (585)-350-2600 option 3.  Under the heading of Microbiology Swabs:  order Viral Nasopharyngeal (flocked) and under the heading of Microbiology:  order the companion Viral/Chlamydia culture transport media.

Studies evaluating and supporting the use of flocked swabs for specimen collection can be located on the manufacturer website listed below.
http://www.copanusa.com/studies/virology.php
For questions or additional information contact Laura Paul (Chief supervisor, Microbiology)

Phone: (585) 275-1340 or e-mail: Laura_paul@urmc.rochester.edu.
Thank you for choosing URMC Labs at Strong as your Lab Services provider
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