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SUBJECT:
Stool collection and transport guides for common tests

DATE:

June 20, 2008

To improve laboratory testing and to assist patients by providing instructions for stool collection, the following documents are now available to you:
· Laminated reference guideline for collection locations
· Patient instruction sheet for O & P, C. difficile, Enteric culture and Leukocytes 

· Patient instruction sheet for Fecal Fat collection
· Current lab supply & document order form
Collection items, as well as color copies of the guidelines/instruction sheets, are available by filling out a lab supply & document order form or by calling Client Services at (585) 350-2600 or toll-free at (800) 747-4769.  There is also a section under “How Do I” at URMC-Labs.com (Clinical Lab Services tab) entitled “Collect Stool Samples” that links to color documents for printing.  
To assure accurate testing and compliance with New York State directives, it is imperative that collection containers and requisitions include the patient’s full first and last name, date of birth and collection date/time. Please help us in our continued efforts to secure this information particularly from patient collected samples. 

To maintain specimen integrity and testing accuracy, utilize preservative systems for enteric pathogens and parasites. Note required storage conditions and deliver to the laboratory within specified timeframes.
Beginning September 1st, stool samples not meeting labeling and collection guidelines will not be processed.

If we can be of further assistance, please let us know.

